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Yogi Bear on the Lake in Pelahatchie wms several awards

Special to Pelahatchie news

The National Association of
RV Parks and Campgrounds
(ARVC) presented its highest
award to the Yogi Bear’s Jel-
lystone Park location in Pela-
hatchie.

ARVC presents Park of the
Year Awards to campgrounds
that deliver an extraordinary
guest experience because of
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Christmas magic with parade Menasha Packaging
=2, | increasing footprint

Special to Pelahatchie news

continued on page 4

On December 3, the Town of Pela-
hatchie held a Christmas parade. The
Christmas parade tradition in Pela-
hatchie goes back many decades, and it
appears the whole Town participated.
The theme of the Christmas parade
this year was Christmas in Toyland.
This 2022 Grand Marshall for the pa-
rade was Bettye Massey.
Winners of the Christmas parade be-
tween the floats and groups are:
* st Place-Crossroads Baptist
Church

* 2nd Place-Pelahatchie Baptist
Church

* 3rd Place-Pelahathie Band Elf’s

Menasha Packaging, a
retail-focused  packaging
design, manufacturing, and
merchandising  solutions
provider, is expanding op-
erations in Pelahatchie.
The project is a $79 million
corporate investment and
will create 21 jobs.

Menasha’s products in-
clude high-graphic dis-
plays, boxes and other
shipping containers used
primarily by consumer
product companies. Mena-

sha’s investment includes ) ) )
the expansion of its present Paul Paprocki, Assets Manager, discusses Menasha Packaging’s
- p p expansion in Pelahatchie at the November Mayor and Aldermen
Photos by Pelahatchie News continued on page 3  Board Meeting on November 7.

Mayor Karl VanHorn and his wife,
Felicia, and of course Santa Claus him-
self joined in on the Christmas parade
that brought the Christmas magic.

See more magic on page 16.

Special to Pelahatchie News

ADULTS, AND SENIORS & Tuesday 8a-5p

HAPPY H%!DAYS! TREATING CHILDREN, Monday 8a-7p, Wednesday 8a-5p

Accepting Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS, and CareCredit
E Qs f R Qn k InN Cleanings « Fillings « Extractions 601-854-7478
FAMILY DENTAL Whitening - Dentures - Crowns www.eastrankinfamilydental.com
D Root Canals « Implants and More ! '
r. C. Stewart Strange
Dr. Chandler H. Pleasant

A CARING & FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

Dr. Garrett Hall




PHS Students of Achievement for October

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) rec-
ognizes its 2022 October Students of
Achievement recipients as “students
who work diligently to complete all
assignments to the best of their abil-

Felibatesyy High Setreat

Yo, Bigyapy

Kyra Bryant, 9th grade

The following students are the PHS
October Students of Achievement:
e 7th Grade, Lauren Longino
8th Grade, Rubyrae Elliott
9th Grade, Kyra Bryant
10th Grade, Nahgee Hawkins
11th Grade, Jaleah Ford
12th Grade, Maley Johnson

T

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
Nahgee Hawkins, 10th grade
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Lindsey is October Student Athlete

Special to Pelahatchie News

Addison Lindsey was named the Pela-
hatchie High School (PHS) student
athlete for October. PHS acknowl-
edges Lindsey “as a leader in the tru-
est sense of the word. She might only
play one “traditional school sport,”
but she leads in areas that transcend
tradition. Charging the field before
a football game has been a tradition
for longer than most of us have been
alive. However, charging the football

field ON A HORSE is tradition brought
back to Pelahatchie with our very own
Addison Lindsey four years ago. Ear-
lier this month, Addison, riding her
beloved Buck, passed the flag to her
brother Tucker, who flew solo this past
Thursday night in a win against Puck-
ett. Addison plays volleyball and is an
active leader in FFA, both in our school
as well as our state. Join us in congrat-
ulating Addison Lindsey as our Brick
House Fitness Student Athlete of the
Month for October.”

Special to Pelahatchie News

Addison Lindsey was named the Pelahatchie High School Student Athlete for October. Picture (I to r)
are: Athletic Director Ryan Keeton, Lindsey and Brick House Fitness representative Michelle Carter.
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NDIA BANKS Menasha Packaging

REAL ESTATE AGENT i n creaSi n g

Whether you’re buying or selling, manufacturing facility in Pelahatchie
Industrial Park and the purchase of ad-

ditional machinery and equipment.
The Mississippi Development Au-
thority is providing assistance for
CONTACT INFO building construction. Rankin County
601-212-3418 and the city of Pelahatchie also are as-

ke endiab@yahoo.com sisting with the project.

by - www.cparealty.com Menasha Packaging currently em-
\ MRP, C2EX ploys 95 people at the Rankin County

I'm here to help you through every
step of the process.

~

Powered by Menasha Corpor

facility.

“It’s already been a banner year for
economic development in our state,
and Menasha Packaging’s expansion
is another big win for Mississippi’s
economy,” said Governor Tate Reeves.
“The company’s decision to invest
more capital and create more jobs in
Mississippi is a testament to our state’s

EZ WHEELS ¢ | business.friendly cvi dth
NEWS || heiaring peoste who e nere-

] !,1 l,-' “I’'m excited to see the positive im-
I(I J bo rq . cia atC Ic pacts this expansion will have on the
® MaIIEd for FREE lives of our residents,” continued

For Earth. For Life. to every resident and business Reeves. “Thank you to the entire Me-

in the Rankin Zip Code of 39145. nasha team for your continued com-

. mitment to Rankin County and our
- i . .
Your authorized Kubota dealer! To advertise, call Clay at entire state.”

601-854-5112  601-854-5162 601-397-4442. Mississippi  Development Authori-

ty (MDA) Deputy Executive Director
Laura Hepp also lauded the company.

L M Y | aging on this expansion. The compa-

. ny's leadership found the ingredients

WE WI // pf/f re ﬁﬂj'e ][07/' cnsl'l, 0o for success in Rankin County, and as

SCRAP GOLD » COIN COLLECTIONS a result, Menasha is growing and cre-

GOLD & SILVER COINS * STERLING FLATWARE atmile new jobs for the area's skilled
DIAMONDS * OLD PAPER MONEY Mo ree.

“We are excited about our expan-
RARE COINS +« ROLEXES/HIGH-END WATCHES sion into Pelahatchie and the cultural

NICK CLARK <« 601-317-2536 fit that exists with the team here. We
LICENSED = BONDED = INSURED are committed to investing not only in

AUCTIONEER = APPRAISER = BUSINESS BROKER the facility, but also in this great team

footprint

and in the community,” said Mike
Riegsecker, President, Menasha Pack-
aging Company.

“We appreciate the assistance pro-
vided by the state, county and city in
helping us solidify our long-term com-
mitment to Pelahatchie.”

Continuing the sentiments regard-
ing the benefit of retaining the busi-
ness locally, Karl VanHorn, Mayor of

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie, said, “As mayor for the
Town of Pelahatchie, I am thrilled to
announce the expansion of the facili-
ties now owned by Menasha Packag-
ing Company, LLC, at the Pelahatchie
Industrial Park. When we first learned
that Menasha Packaging Company had
purchased Georgia Pacific’s Color Box
operations, we were concerned that the
new owner might relocate operations
out of state. Thanks to the quick action
and hard work of our friends at Missis-
sippi Development Authority, Rankin
First and Rankin County, and thanks to
the good people at Menasha Packaging
Company, we are celebrating not only
the retention of a valuable employer
right here in Pelahatchie but also an
incredible $79 million expansion of
operations. The leadership of the town
of Pelahatchie has made it clear that
we are open for business, and we want
to do everything we can to make sure
our valuable businesses and industries
have a safe, inviting, helpful and busi-
ness-friendly community to grow and
prosper.”

“To our friends at Menasha Packag-
ing Company, we welcome you to our
town and our county, and we thank you
for your commitment to our citizens
and community.”



4

Special to Pelahatchie News

The MAIS 5A East Rankin Academy
(ERA) Patriot Cross Country Team
concluded their 2022 regular season on
October 24.

The season began last spring as new
team members eagerly joined the bur-
geoning running program for summer
training. The team added nine new ath-
letes to include six sixth graders, a sev-
enth grader, a freshman, and a sopho-
more. Collectively, the close-knit team
of distance runners includes eleven
different sets of siblings, a testament to
the positive energy the group exudes.

The 2022 season brought growth to
the Patriot men, many of whom have
competed since their sixth grade year.
Week after week, the boys set new
personal records with the junior varsi-
ty (JV) boys soaring to the top of the
MALIS JV rankings with multiple team
wins. As the JV team is ninth grade and
younger, the young men occasionally
joined the varsity duo of Grayson Blair
and Jackson Fountain to set SK bench-
marks.

The competitive season kicked off
on August 13 with the Simpson Early
Bird at Neely Farms in McGee. Both
JV teams won their respective two mile
races, with Emma Raines earning her
first ever win for the girls and Jadon
McGee taking 3rd in the boys’ race.
The varsity girls team took 2nd in the
5K behind MAIS 5A division rival,
Simpson Academy.

The second meet of the season was
hosted by Jackson Academy, featur-
ing the JV boys winning a consecutive
meet, with Jadon McGee taking 2nd
and Jon Riemann taking 3rd. The var-
sity girls team won their first SK meet

NEWS
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East Rankin Academy Cross Country concludes 2022 season

of the season with eighth grade, Leah
Collipp, taking 2nd overall. The JV
girls team took 3rd overall in the two
mile race.

The team next took on public and pri-
vate schools in the MC Watson Opener
at Choctaw Trails in Clinton. Due to
the size of this meet, the varsity girls’
team was divided into multiple races by
time standards. Varsity girls in the top
division (5K Red) finished 4th out of
18 teams. Varsity girls in the mid-level

The JV girls team finished 2nd overall.

Next up was a true test of depth, the
Patriots taking on Ocean Springs, the
No. 2 public school in the state, on
their home course. Top varsity finisher
Leah Collipp went head-to-head with
Ocean Springs senior Ashton Rainey,
but fell short of the win. Collipp settled
for 2nd individually and a PR of 19:45.
Picking up first place team hardware,
the varsity girls finished to win by five
points in an upset. The JV boys stepped

Special to Pelahatchie News

The ERA Lady Patriots Cross Country Team competed at the 2022 MileSplit Mississippi Meet of Cham-
pions on November 12. Picture (I to r) are: Kaylynn Ramirez, Audrey Mayatte, Leah Collipp, Emily Wil-
liams, Arin Hawk and Emma Raines. Not pictured: Katie Lee Tadlock.

division (4K White) finished 5th out of
8 teams. The JV boys running in the 3K
took 3rd out of 13 teams, and the JV
girls took 5th out of 13 teams.

Three days later, the team was back
competing at Neely Farms in the Park
Place Invitational. The wvarsity girls
team took home their second win of the
season, with Emily Williams taking 3rd
as the top varsity finisher. The JV boys
got their third win of the season, with
Jadon McGee the top finisher in 2nd.

up, as well, joining the two varsity
boys toward a 5K team score. Top fin-
isher for the boys was seventh grader
Zack Price, with an impressive 20:55.
The varsity boys team finished 8th out
of 18 schools. The JV girls finished 6th
out of 12 schools in the two mile, with
surging seventh grader, June Carnley
achieving her first Top 10 finish.

The Patriots carried that momentum
into the next weekend, taking on Jack-
son metro schools at the Clinton Arrow

December 2022

Invitational. The Lady Patriots went
into the meet as the heavy favorite and
did not disappoint. Taking her first ever
varsity win was sophomore Audrey
Mayatte, just outpacing teammate Leah
Collipp. The rest of the team combined
for the win over the home team. The
varsity and JV boys’ teams once again
combined for improved PRs in an elite
men’s field. Additionally, the JV girls
finished 8th out of 11 schools in the JV
3K.

The ERA Lady Patriots Cross Country
Team competed at the 2022 MileSplit
Mississippi Meet of Champions on No-
vember 12 at Choctaw Trails in Clin-
ton. Going toe-to-toe with other state
champions and time qualifiers, the
Lady Patriots were once again victori-
ous, capping off the 2022 Mississippi
cross country season with the MileSplit
Mississippi winners’ cup and a team
average of 20:10.80. The Lady Patriots
qualified to the meet in every possible
way, winning the MAIS 5A state cham-
pionship, finishing as the top team in
the Jackson Metro region AND by
meeting or exceeding the team average
ofa 21:40 5K.

The Lady Patriots finish included
three girls in the Top 21, all now part
of the overall All State team. Includ-
ed in that trio was top finisher Audrey
Mayatte, in 7th and part of the First
Team All-State team; Leah Collipp, in
8th and part of the Second Team All-
State team; and Emily Williams in 20th
and part of the Honorable Mention All-
State team.

Thus concludes a very successful
2022 cross country season as the ath-
letes look forward to holiday break and
preparing for track and field season in
the spring.

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

&

ooooooooooo
vvvvvvvvvvv

1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Wednesday & Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Appliances Furnished « Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities « HUD Vouchers Accepted

For more information or to place an application call the office
number listed above or come by the office during office hours.

J&A Management

Corinth, MS
662-287-6158

continued from page 1

Yogi Bear on the Lake receives awards

The ARVC award was the second
major accolade received by the Jel-
lystone Park location in Pelahatchie

Camp-Resorts franchisees throughout
the U.S. and Canada during the fran-
chise network’s annual symposium

this year. This conference at
summer, it was E the Charleston
voted the.: top (3‘0“ p‘qlef% ' Area Conven-
RV Park in the ‘\y o tion Center.

United States R At the sym-
in US4 To- posium, Yogi
day’s 10 Best Bear on the
2022 Read- Lake in Pela-
ers’ Choice hatchie won
cor?petition}.l a dPinnac(lie
Also, at the Award, awards
2022 Camp Jel- Oj{ MP ,,?3’ for outstand-
lystone Sympo- Ing recreation

sium Awards,
Pelahatchie
won several awards. Camp Jellystone
presented its annual awards to ex-
emplary Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park

and outstand-
ing  custom-
er service, and was nominated for
the Southern Region’s Resort of the
Year.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Cross Roads to host GriefShare seminar

Special to Pelahatchie News

The holidays are a joyous time to get
together with family and friends, eat a lot
of good food and celebrate the occasion.
But for many people, this is a difficult
time, because they miss the presence of
a loved one who is no longer with them.
The absence of that loved one and the

loved one’s death and who offer practi-
cal suggestions and reassurance.

The video features other grievers who

speak openly about the following:

» Being prepared for surprising
emotions that may hit over the holi-
days

* What to do about traditions and
other coming changes

Grieving

Know semeone who is?

.t"

SU RVIVING T™HE HOLIDAYS

l'-'|.\--. nlS-urwﬁngrhtHMHoys elps participants

GRIF %351 IARE *

Sunday December 4, 2022
Cross Roads Baptist Church
104 Crossroads Road
Pealahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 548-2297

grief that is felt can rob a person of the
joy that should be experienced at this
time of year.

This may be a first holiday without a
loved one for some, or the loved one
could have left many years ago. Either
way, the pain and grief that is felt is very
real. As a part of the GriefShare Min-
istry, Cross Roads Baptist Church will
host a Surviving the Holidays seminar
on Sunday, December 4, at 2 p.m. The
seminar will help those who are grieving
to prepare for the holidays. The seminar
features video interviews with counsel-
ors, grief experts and other people who
have experienced the holidays after their

Special to Pelahatchie News

» How to handle
holiday parties and invitations

* How to survive potentially awkward
moments with other people

* Where to find comfort, strength and
hope in a seemingly hopeless time

Those who attend will receive a Sur-
vival Guide filled with practical tips, en-
couraging words, journaling ideas and
exercises for daily help through the hol-
iday season. Cross Roads Baptist Church
invites everyone to attend the seminar.
Cross Roads is located at 104 Crossroads
Road, Pelahatchie. For more information,
call the church office at 601-546-2297.

NEWS
elahatchie

EAST RANKIN ACADEMY
LADY PATRIOTS | PATRIOTS BASKETBALL

JAN-FEB 2022-2023

Jan. 3 - VS Lamar School @3:00 | 7th B JV/Varsity
Jan. 6 - @ Winston Academy @4:00 | JV/Varsity
Jan. 10 - @ Simpson Academy @3:00 | 7th G, JV/Var.
A Jan.12-VS Park Place Christian 3:00 | 7B | 4:00 JV/Var.
Jan. 13- @ Pillow Academy 4:00 | W/Varsity
Jan. 17 - VS Leake Academy 4:00 | JV/Varsity
Jan. 20 - @ Lamar School 4:00 | JV/Varsity

Jan. 24 - VS Winston Academy 4:00 | JV/Varsity

Jan. 27- @ Canton Academy 4:00 | JV/Varsity
Jan. 28 - JH Dist. Tournament | Park Place | TBA
Jan. 30 - Feb. 4 - Varsity District Tourney | ERA | TBA
Feb. 6-13 - North State | TBA | TBA
Feb. 13-20 - 5A State Tournament | TBA | TBA
Feb. 23-28 - Overall State Tournament | MC | TBA

L3

PROPERTIES

TurnKey

MERRY

A’

MEGAN HALL
TURN KEY PROPERTIES

C: 601-540-4084
O: 601-427-5088
WWW.THETKP.COM

Sunday Schedule:

8:30 a.m. - Contemporary Worship Service led by Praise Team
10:00 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages
11:00 a.m.- Blended Worship Service led by the Choir

Wednesday Schedule:

5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner (Call to make reservations)
6:30 p.m. - Prayer Meeting; Youth Worship; Children’s Activities;
Couples Support Group; College Age Bible Study; Ladies Bible Study

Online Worship Opportunities:
(Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page)
8:30 a.m. - Worship Service every Sunday
7:30 a.m. - Morning Devotion every weekday morning

Cross Roads Baptist Church, 104 Crossroads Road, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297 « www.crbc.online

(5 miles south of Interstate 20 on Highway 43 South)
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HCC honors Foundation scholarship recipients
PELAHATCHIE HIGH SCHOOL

LADY CHIEFS /7 CHIEFS BASKETBALL
NOV-DEC 2022-2023

Jan. 6 - VS Puckett @6:00/7:30
G Jaﬁ. 16 - @ Sﬁott Centrél @6:60/7.:3()'
Jan. 13 - VS Velma Jackson @6:00/7:30
Jan. 17 - VS Pisgah @6:00/7:30 '
Jan. 24 - @ Puckett @6:00/7:30

Jan. 27 - VS Scott Cent. (Senior Night) @6:00/7:30

Jan. 31 - @ Velma Jackson @6:00 /7:30

o jal to Pelahatchie N
Feb. 3 - @ Pisgah @6:00/7:30 Specialto Pelahatchie News
- - - - N Among those being recognized were Kayla Evans of Brandon, Aubrey Brooke Frazier of Florence, Kate-
. . lyn Walter of Pearl, Trekilah Roberts of Richland, Chole Walters of Pelahatchie and Tanner Wixon of
Feb. 7-11 - Dist. Tourney | Pisgah HS I TBA Raymond, all of whom received the Vicksburg Medical Center Foundation Scholarship. With them was
Hal Gage Jr. of Vicksburg, center.

Special to Pelahatchie News burg-Warren Campus.
_———— The HCC Foundation will award more
The Hinds Community College (HCC)  than 900 scholarships during the 2022-
Foundation recognized 2022-2023 2023 academic year. The deadline to ap-
scholarship recipients, donors and oth-  ply for a scholarship for fall 2023 aca-
er honorees at a recent reception at the  demic year 2023-2024, is Feb. 15, 2023.
George-Oakes Building on the Vicks-  For more information, visit hindscc.edu.

™
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The power of traditions

By Guest Columnist
Voncille Anderson,
Principal, Pelahatchie
High School

Actress Viola Davis, in
her book Finding Me
states, “The potency
and power of traditions
is deep.” Returning to Pelahatchie this
year, I am reminded of so many great
traditions and introduced to a few new
ones that [ am proud to continue.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

participation in various sports over the
years and their families the chance to
join in the celebration.

Another really interesting tradition that
many people may not know about is the
official game ball between Pelahatchie
and Puckett. This tradition dates back
to the year 2000, when Mr. Joe Howell
was principal of Pelahatchie and the first
to sign the ball. Every year since that
time, the principals from Pelahatchie
and Puckett, flanked by JROTC cadets,
meet at the 50 yard line and present the

Football season brings
a wealth of traditions,

7

including tailgating,
band performances,
and homecoming with
the election of maids,
the parade, the commu-
nity pep rally and the crowning of the
Homecoming Queen.

One of my favorites is the Chieftain
rider astride a horse who leads the
Chiefs onto the field. This tradition be-
came even more special this year with
the passing of the torch from Addison
Lindsey to her brother Tucker. Addison
is a senior, while Tucker is a seventh
grader who is more than willing to con-
tinue the tradition.

Seniors are honored with their own
traditions. Each year, seniors have the
official senior pep rally, a slideshow
event, and the senior recognition night
on their last home game of the season.
This tradition gives the school the op-
portunity to thank our seniors for their
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Photos special to Pelahatchie News

game ball to the lead referee. The win-
ning team keeps the ball for a year. The
principal signs the ball and indicates the
score and year. This year, I was honored
to present the winning ball to the Chiefs
after their 40-16 defeat over the Puckett
Wolves. On Monday, we raised the vic-
tory flag in our courtyard and will keep
the game ball in a trophy case on dis-
play until next year’s contest.

As we move into the frenetic holiday
season, | am sure many families will
practice their own traditions. As you
prepare to celebrate the holidays, take
time to savor each special moment and
enjoy one another. Focus on faith, fami-
ly, and fellowship.

Happy Holidays and Go Chiefs!

CHAPTER 7

DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 + court cost
uncontested

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS 39202

601-346-6443

BANKRUPTCY

DEBT CONSOLIDATION
$37 Attorneys fees $313 Court fee

Grindstaff Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

CHAPTER 13

$50 Credit Counseling
$400 to file

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798
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December Activities:
$5 per person entry fee
Christmas activities each Saturday
from 10am-2pm
Ride through the lights at 5pm
L9 Christmas movie at 6:30pm

Pictures with Santa from 2pm-4pm
(Pictures will be purchased from the photographer.)

New Year's Eve Activities:
$5 per person entry fee

Sat, Dec 31, 10am-2pm

Fireworks by the beach at 9pm

YOGION

Cable TV Cabins: Sleeps 6-12 Game Room
w/wo Washroom & Activity Building TI—IE LAKE
.))) W|F| Kitchen Cartoon Cafe 143 Campground Road
Mini Golf Pavilion Rentals Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Playground Golf Cart Rentals 601-854-6621
Like us on Outdoor MOYi‘?§ Wa!'-er Rark www.Jellystonems.com
Facebook Planned Activities Swimming Pool . www.facebook.com/YogiOnTheLake

Fusion Martial Arts

503 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS
601-941-3937

Michael Harvey - Owner/Instructor

Now enrolling new students!

Classes held Mondays and Thursdays
5:30-6:15 -Beginner/Little Dragons
6:00-6:45 - Beginner/Intermediate

6:45-7:30- Adult/Advanced
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Iirank or Treat

at
Muscadine

'l Park
B
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Photos by Pelahatchie News

the costume contests to begin and
efinitely Trunk or Treat night

ober 31, 2022.

Waiting for
eating candy. It'’s d
in Pelahatchie, Oct

Special to Pelahatchie News = - > | : ‘
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Rankin Quality Logistics
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EZ Wheels Inc. - Kubota
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Twinsies Fairytale fun

Holl, ana Sie a Ha/pel of R”Ode all ‘7(7 R‘ obb
y //: S ,
Yy

Families have fun at Trunk or Treat




December 2022

ERA Quiz Bowl Team advances to semi-finals

Special to Pelahatchie News

On November 2, the East Rankin Academy (ERA) Middle School Quiz Bowl Team competed in the MAIS
Middle School Quiz Bowl Tournament. ERA Team A competed against Hartfield Academy in the semi-fi-
nals and advanced to the finals to finish 2nd place in the 16 team MAIS Overall Middle School Quiz Bowl!
Tournament. Pictured (I to r) are: Elizabeth Thrash, Irby Rawson, Henry Johnson and Cason Patrick.
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Anderson selected as Secondary
Administrator of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

Voncille Anderson was chosen as the Secondary Administrator of the Month by Rankin County School
District. Anderson was appointed High School Principal at Pelahatchie before the 2022-2023 school
year began. Anderson is a 27 year educator. Pictured above (left), Anderson presents the winning ball
to the Chiefs after their 40-16 defeat over the Puckett Wolves.

BUSINESS

For Di::);f:)::iah Dine-In Wefgtllmg‘ % II LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO. Specialty Tree Service uc ,

Facebook
601-405-5857
@@’/‘{/ﬁjh PeopLeTRUST  RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL
Ross OADS 105 (Ref, & AND SERVICE SALES & SERVICES Specializing in large and
RILL GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION dangerous tree removal Free
au
~~‘ e LElalE Estimates!
vmumm: MISSISSIPPI DANIEL ROBINSON 601-405-5857
1186 Hwy. 43 South - Pelahatchie MANAGER
chd‘ 0"" Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
; 601& -546- 22055 Bungey &R oﬁle ! PELAHATCHIE, MS Stump Grinding « Lot Clearing
\
ommy & Diana Key, Owners Hombu"giow ans JEARER 601-854-5256 Debris Removal
TOMMY MILES r ‘ 136 Front Street
ACENCY PRINCIPAL : KIMBERLY BANKS, PLLC B FomtSrest gty B0W
601-775-3400 Morton, MS 39117
‘ P}}yil(ﬂ[ ﬂddrt’ff mﬂlllﬂg ﬂdﬂ’rt’ff 601_732_3624
TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY 407 FONTAINE PLACE P.O. BOX 12303
89 HWY 481 SOUTH SUITE 101 JACKSON, MS 39236-2303
MORTON, MS 39117 RIDGELAND, MS 39157
Allstate. WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

You're in good hands. P 601- 300-8101
Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777

Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

E KBANKS@KIMBERLYBANKSPLLC.COM
kbanks@kimberlybankspllc.com www.wolffuneralservices.com

F. 1-855-708-0677 "Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& Auto REPAIR

SUBSCRIBE (=

We Go The Extra Mile + 24 Hour Service Delivered for only $74) ' c (7 ZB ]
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair NEWS  outside the 39145 zip code. ™ rOSSgafeS ewe 1s, Inc.
- - Clah tchie  Ifyoulive within the 39145 zip code
Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More the newspaper is delivered at no charge Tammy & Gerald Frazier
O ), g
Bus. 601-936-0003 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468 Do you enjoy Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered! We are e
<N 601-502-3706 Pearl, MS 39208 pleased to announce that Pelahatchie News is now offering (601)939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive
subscriptions for $12 per year if you live out-ofzip code 39145. Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A
WE BUY JUNK CARS Visit pelahatchienews.com/s/9/subscriptions for payment options. Custom Design feal,M552208

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

:,x;_ - &2

oY




10

ACA open enroliment through Jan. 15

Special to Pelahatchie News

Open enrollment through the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) Marketplace be-
gan November 1 and continues through
January 15, 2023. Five health insur-

sissippi Insurance Commissioner Mike
Chaney. “Make sure that the plan you
are considering provides the coverage
that you need. While low monthly costs
are attractive, you also need to consid-
er copays and deductibles that you may

ance  com- have to pay
: ill H I hc g later. Check
e e i€AthCare.gov i o

in  Missis-
sippi. They are Ambetter from Mag-
nolia Health, Molina Healthcare,
Vantage Health Plan of Mississip-
pi and UnitedHealthcare. Cigna also
joined the Marketplace in 2022.
“Carefully review the options avail-
able to you and in your area,” said Mis-

Special to Pelahatchie News

provider to
see which facilities are in-network.”

Mississippians can see plan options,
monthly premiums and more by visit-
ing www.healthcare.gov/see-plans/.

For other insurance-related questions,
contact the Mississippi Insurance De-
partment at 601-359-3569.

NEWS
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OBITUARY

Obituaries
NAME AGE CITY

DOD  ARRANGEMENTS

Winnie Wooten McMullan 59 Lake 11/7/2022  Wolf Funeral Services
Stacey Ray Holmes 53 Morton 11/9/2022  Wolf Funeral Services
Angeline Roland 80 Carthage 11/13/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Bobbie Jean Shoemaker 82 Forest 11/13/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
James C. Nicholas 80 Forest 11/16/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Inez Usry Sims 80 Morton  11/17/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Bobby Moore 68 Sebastopol 11/17/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Billy W. Alexander Sr. 83 Morton  11/15/2022 Wolf Funeral Services

HOPPER

PROPERTIES
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Allison Palmer

\( Broker Associate

B\ REALTOR®
A<\ 601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®
601-720-2002

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042
601-724-1435
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Wesley Drew Hall
November 13, 1937-November 24, 2022
Wesley Drew Hall passed peacefully
into eternal rest on November 24, 2022,
at Lackey Memorial Hospital. His vis-
itation was held 5 p.m.-8 p.m., Mon-
day, November 28, 2022, and 1 p.m.-
2 p.m., Tuesday, November 29, 2022,
with service immediately following at
Ott & Lee Funeral Home in Morton. A
graveside service and burial was held at
Cross Roads Baptist Cemetery. Broth-
er John Vaughn and Reverend William
Ellis Cook officiated the services. Ar-
rangements were entrusted to the care
of Ott & Lee Funeral Home in Morton.
Drew Hall was born November 13,
1937, to Robert Ellis and Myrtle Irene
Hall of Ripley, Mississippi. He attend-
ed Buena Vista School in Tippah Coun-
ty, Mississippi. After finishing school,
Drew worked for Big Eight Brake and
a number of other jobs before taking a
job at TG and Y in Pearl, Mississippi.
There, he met the love of his life, Mar-
tha Bynum. They were married in 1970
and moved to Pelahatchie in 1982. In
1989, they moved to their permanent
home place in Pelahatchie. Drew and
Martha could regularly be found on
their front porch, laden with Drew’s
prized massive hanging ferns, rocking
in their chairs and watching the traffic
on the highway. In their later years of
porch sitting, they were accompanied
by one of their many faithful Dachs-
hunds over the years, Teenie Weenie.
Hall spent the bulk of his career in the
heating and air trade. He worked for
several local companies and eventu-
ally retired from Capitol City Heating
and Cooling in 2000. After retirement,
he filled his days helping friends and
family with their heating and air needs.
His will to help (and a heavy dose of
stubbornness) had him climbing into
attics and changing units even when he
was well into his 80s. Hall also enjoyed

trips in
their camp-
er, going
to church,
taking  his
grandsons
hunting and
fishing and
watching his
grandchil-
dren play
ball.

Hall was
an unwavering supporter of Brian and
Kevin when they started their heating,
air and electrical company in 2000. He
was always on hand to run material,
help with installations, advice or any-
thing else that needed to be done. In
recent years, his primary roles with the
company were making breakfast at the
shop every morning, keeping the cof-
fee made, going to the post office and
taking naps in his recliner in the front
office.

Drew or “PawPaw,” will be remem-
bered for always greeting you with a
smile and leaving you with a hug.

Hall is survived by: sister, Faye Stan-
ford of Ripley; sons, Mike Hall of Ol-
ive Branch, Brian Hall of Pelahatchie,
Kevin Hall (Megan) of Pelahatchie;
grandchildren Blake, Mason, Court-
ney, Valerie, Bradley, Lyndsay, Jacob
and Jaxon; a host of extended family,
his H&H family, his church family and
friends, all whom he loved dearly.

Hall was preceded in death by his
parents, Robert Ellis and Myrtle Irene
Hall; his wife of 47 years, Martha By-
num Hall; siblings Wayne Hall, Leone
Stanford, Helone Cook, Arah Hall,
Robbie Roberts, Carlton “Buddy” Hall,
Priscilla Goolsby and Robert Hall.

Memorials may be made in his name
and honor to the Cross Roads Baptist
Church Young at Heart, 104 Cross
Roads Rd., Pelahatchie, MS 39145.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Bald eagles spotted in Walters

Special to Pelahatchie news

feathers), nest or egg thereof.” And,
“a violation of the Act can result in a

Two bald eagles have excitedly been
spotted in the Walters community. It is
arare sight for many. The Walters com-

munity is south of Pelahatchie,
driving on Hwy. 43 east, heading
towards Puckett. In this area, the
bald eagles have been spotted
perched at the top of trees, and it
is thought that they may be nest-
ing.

According to the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, the Nation’s
bird, the bald eagle, was removed
from the extinction list in 2007.
It was then that they estimated
there were “at least 9,789 nesting
pairs of bald eagles in the contig-
uous United States.”

Although no longer extinct, the
bald eagle is protected under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act. The act states that it
“provides criminal penalties for
persons who take, possess, sell,
purchase, barter, offer to sell,
purchase or barter, transport,
export or import, at any time or
any manner, any bald eagle, alive
or dead, or any part (including

fine of $100,000 ($200,000 for organi-
zations), imprisonment for one year, or
both, for a first offense.”

Photos by Pelahatchie News

Two bald eagles have been spotted in the Walters area.
Pictured here is one of the two.
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The history of the Christmas tree

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

Around Christmas, usu-
ally when we are putting
up a Christmas tree, I of-
ten wonder, where did the
Christmas tree tradition
begin? A Christmas tree
is a decorated tree, usually an evergreen
conifer, such as a fir, spruce or pine, or an
artificial tree of similar

Special to
Pelahatchie News

appearance, associated
with the celebration of
Christmas.

The winter solstice is
when the sun travels the
shortest path through the
sky, and therefore that
day has the least daylight
and the longest night. In
ancient cultures, the win-
ter solstice was heralded
as the beginning of brighter days ahead,
and an indication that the Sun God was
gaining strength. In ancient Egypt, a sim-
ilar mindset was adapted. This Sun God
typically grew weak as conditions became
colder and darker. This solstice was seen
as a turning point in seasons, so Egyptians
decorated their homes with palm leaves
and branches.

Evergreen trees became part of Christian

Special to Pelahatchie News

rites in Germany and, in the Middle Ages,
“paradise trees” began to appear. These
trees were traditionally decorated with
roses made of colored paper, apples, wa-
fers and tinsel. Martin Luther reportedly
first hung lighted candles on a tree in the
16th century, and paradise trees evolved
into Christmas trees.

According to Wikipedia, a Hessian sol-
dier put up a Christmas tree while impris-
oned in 1777 in Windsor Locks, Connecti-

mm cut. The First Christmas

Tree in America is also

claimed by Easton, Penn-

sylvania, where German
settlers erected a tree in

1816.

August Imgard, a Ger-
man immigrant living in
Woodster, Ohio, is said to
be the first to popularize
the practice of decorating

a tree with candy canes. It
is said Mr. Imgard cut a spruce tree for a
Christmas tree and had a star constructed
and decorated the tree with the star, paper
ornaments, gilded nuts and candy canes.

Sources: Christmas Tree, Wikipedia En-
cyclopedia; The History of the Christmas
Tree Goes Back Farther Than You Might
Realize, by Amy Mitchell, Countyliving.
com, 2021; and How Did the Tradition of
the Christmas Trees Start, Britannica.com.
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Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Library invites
those who wish to begin Christmas
in a special way or join them in pro-
grams designed with the Town's citi-
zens in mind.

SENIOR SOCIAL HOUR

Senior Social Hour

The library will host a weekly event
for senior citizens in the area. The
programs are set for December 6, De-
cember 13 and December 20. There
is one additional program on January
10. Refreshments will be served at the
first program. Games and puzzles will
also be available.

Join the Pelahatchie Library for the
first event on December 6 and partici-
pate in the discussion about upcoming
programs.

Adult Book Club

The Adult Book Club will meet
again on Wednesday, December 14,
11 a.m., to discuss Kristin Hannah's

December fun at Pelahatchie lerary

novel, Comfort & Z ., 3
Joy. ) TS
KristinHannah.com G SERBEN
describes the book
as, "a very special Comfort
gift: the heartwarm- iR
ing story of a wom-
an at a crossroads,
caught between two lives, who ﬁnds
a second chance at happiness."
Christmas Open House
On Thursday, December 15, 12 to 6:30
p.m., the Pelahatchie Library will host
a Christmas Open House. Guests can
come and go, and refreshments will
be served in the meeting room.

HANNAH

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Find out more about the Pela-
hatchie Library by visiting them on-
line at cmrls.lib.ms.us/cmrlsbranches/
pelahatchie/. Tina K. Mauney is the
Branch Manager. She can contacted
at 601-854-8764. The Pelahatchie
Library is located at 718 Second St.,
next to Muscadine Park.

N

S
Merry Christmas!
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The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) program is one of the most
misunderstood elements of the pandemic relief package passed by congress.

Your business is likely eligible and should immediately explore the ERTC!

e Qualify even if you did not lose revenue.
e Qualify even if you received PPP.
e Claim up to $26k per W2 employee.

601-786-2012
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Pastor s Perspective: Christmas traditions around the world

By Guest Columnist John
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross
Roads Baptist Church

As the old song goes,
this is “the most won-
derful time of the year!”
With Christmas just a
few weeks away, many
people are already in the Christmas spir-
it. And if you are not there yet, with all
the decorations, parades, shopping, hol-
iday music and the excitement of chil-
dren, it’s hard not to slip into “Christ-
mas mode.”

I thought it would be interesting to
learn about some of the specific Christ-
mas traditions that are practiced in oth-
er countries. And it seems that every
country has their own. There are even
variations among the regions of some
countries.

Here are a few examples that I found
most interesting.

In Ethiopia, Christmas Day is listed
as an official Public Holiday. Many
Christians in Ethiopia fast for 40 days
prior to Christmas. It’s called the “Fast
of the Prophets.” Then, they head to
church at dawn on Christmas morning.
Throughout Christmas Day, there will
be colorful musical celebrations which
involve the priests dressed in their best

Special to
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robes performing rituals, including
dancing and playing drums and other
instruments. Late in the afternoon of
Christmas Day, there will be the tradi-
tional game of “Gena,” a kind of Field
Hockey. According to an Ethiopian leg-
end, the game was being played by the
shepherds who were tending their flocks
on the night that Jesus was born.

Christmas for El Salvador still car-
ries a strong meaning that brings
families together. Despite
the business on the streets
and the red, green and white
colors flooding the environ-
ment, Salvadoran people
try to honor what they con-
sider to be the true meaning
of Christmas, the birth of
Jesus. Families have parties
in which they dance and eat.
Santa Claus is known for
appearing in TV and print ads, but peo-
ple ask children if they already wrote a
letter to little baby Jesus. At 12 a.m. on
December 25, everyone gathers around
the Christmas tree and opens their pres-
ents.

Christmas is a statutory holiday in
Mexico, and workers can have the
day off with pay. One of the traditions
in Mexico is that over the nine days
before December 25, groups of towns-

Special to Pelahatchie News

people go from door to door to symbol-
ize Mary and Joseph, the parents of the
unborn baby Jesus Christ, looking for
shelter to pass the night when they ar-
rived at Bethlehem. Often, they will be
invited inside for snacks and fellowship.
Another custom followed by many is to
have a Nativity scene in their home, mi-
nus the baby Jesus. Then at midnight on
Christmas Eve, the figure of baby Jesus
is placed in the manger of the Nativi-
ty scene, to symbolize His
birth.

Japan does not have a
Christian orientation, there-
fore there is generally no
celebration associated with
the Birth of Jesus. Howev-
er, encouraged by commerce,
the secular celebration of
Christmas is popular in Ja-
pan, even though Christmas
is not a national holiday. Gifts are some-
times exchanged, and Christmas parties
are held around Christmas Day. Christ-
mas lights decorate cities, and Christ-
mas trees adorn living areas and malls.
Christmas Eve has become a holiday
for families to spend time together and
exchange gifts. A successful advertising
campaign in the 1970s made eating at
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) around
Christmas a national custom. The chick-

en meals at KFC are so popular during
the season that stores take reservations
months in advance.

In the Czech Republic, Christmas
Eve is known as “Generous Day” and
the giving of gifts is encouraged, espe-
cially to those who are less fortunate.
According to tradition, gifts for children
are brought by the "baby Jesus." Oth-
er Czech Christmas traditions involve
predictions for the future. Apples are
always cut crosswise: if a perfect star
appears in the core, the next year will
be successful, a distorted star means a
bad year or illness, while a cross may
suggest death.

What Christmas traditions or customs
do you follow? If you don’t have any,
maybe this year you can start some. Re-
solve to listen only to Christian music
stations during December; provide sup-
plies to a food ministry like Ever Reach-
ing Community Outreach, right here in
Pelahatchie; surprise a struggling fami-
ly with gifts for their children; serve at a
soup kitchen; contact and make amends
with someone; send a “thank you” note
to the Fire or Police Department; say
“Merry Christmas” a lot! There are a lot
of things you can do to make sure this
will be the best Christmas season you
have ever had. And it should include
taking your family to church!
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By Guest Columnist
Robin Sanders,
Principal, Pelahatchie
Elementary

Paula Quinn is the au-
thor of the book My
Pelahatcili;e %’Z’Jﬁ Hair Went on Vaca-
tion. The character in
the book has alopecia and is based on
Paula's daughter Rosie. The book is a fa-
vorite of Taylor Mclnnish's. Taylor is a
kindergarten student in Maegan Parker's
class at Pelahatchie Elementary School,
who also has alopecia. On Wednesday,
November 16, Taylor and her class were
able to zoom with the author, Paula
Quinn, and her daughter Rosie. Taylor
and her classmates were able to meet
Rosie and ask questions about the book
or how Rosie handles her alopecia. Ros-
ie also was able to share about her fami-
ly's charity Coming Up Rosies.

Coming Up Rosies is a non-profit or-
ganization that was launched in 2016.
Since that time, they have given 3,000
smile kits to children with alopecia or
other health conditions that cause bald-
ness. Each Smile Kit contains paint, a
canvas and paintbrush, and a personal
note from Rosie. After a child paints
their canvas, Rosie and her mom print
the child’s design on a scarf or cape.

NEWS
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Coming Up Rosies, honoring kids who are makmg the world a better place

The non-prof-
it works with
over 30 hospitals
across the coun-
try. Rosie won
the Gloria Barron
Prize for Young
Heroes in Sep-
tember 2019.
The award hon-
ors kids ages 8
to 18 who are
making the
world a better
place. “I don't
wear them a lot
now that I'm al-
ready confident,”
said Rosie.
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My Hair Went on Vaca-
tion, by Paula Quinn, a
< book about alopecia.
And all the P

kids who are bald like me... I’'m trying
to help them to love your body, and not
be scared to go outside and have fun!”
Taylor received a smile kit from Com-
ing Up Rosies. Mrs. Lee, the school
counselor, worked with Paula Quinn
and Taylor’s mom, Christina Mclnn-
ish, to come up with a way the whole
class could participate with Taylor. On
Thursday, November 17, Taylor and her
class created works of art. Mrs. Lee will
scan all artwork to Coming Up Rosies,
where they will have them printed for

Taylor Mcinnish and her class create works of art.

each student, and they will also print
head scarves from each piece of artwork
for various children’s hospitals around
the United States.

Taylor was able to choose between
a head scarf, neck scarf, or superhero
cape, and she chose a head scarf. Com-
ing Up Rosies will send her a head scarf
with her very own artwork. We are so
thankful for Paula Quinn, Rosie Quinn,
and Coming Up Rosies and the work
they are doing to promote confidence in
children with alopecia. Pelahatchie Ele-
mentary will continue to read My Hair
Went on Vacation to students to promote
awareness of alopecia.

The Mclinnish Family: Shaun, Shaun Mlchael
Christina, Avery and Taylor.

\ A eSO o
Photos special to Pelahatchie News

In November, Taylor Mclinnish creates art with her
family.
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October Pelahatchie High School Chieftain Awards recognized

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) recog-
nizes the Chieftan Award as an award that
goes beyond academics and looks at the
character of an individual. PHS teachers
nominate students for behavior, atten-
dance, citizenship and other characteristics

that exemplify what it means to be a Chief.
Octobers Chieftain Awards go to:
e 7th Grade, Amya Wynn
e 8th Grade, Richard Sudduth
* 9th Grade, Leighanna Merritt
¢ 10th Grade, Colton Varner
e 11th Grade, Jake Clark
e 12th Grade, Mariah McGill

PHS also recognize Coach Nikki Nutt
as PHS’s Teacher of Innovation for Oc-
tober. PHS writes, “Coach Nutt has built
ahighly competitive volleyball program
here at Pelahatchie; they even compet-
ed for the district playoffs this year!
Additionally, Coach Nutt has begun

challenges these students every single
day to explore solutions to real world
problems. Coach Nikki Nutt is not
only an innovative teacher, but she is
also creating innovative learners! Help
us congratulate Coach Nikki Nutt as
PHS’s Teacher of Innovation for Octo-

building our engineering program. She  ber.”

October Chieftain Awards were awarded to: 7th Grade, Amya Wynn; 8th Grade, Richard Sudduth (not pictured); 9th Grade,
Leighanna Merritt; 10th Grade, Colton Varner (not pictured); 11th Grade, Jake Clark; and 12th Grade, Mariah McGill (not

pictured).

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
Coach Nikki Nutt was recognized as PHS Teacher of Innovation for October.
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Town of Pelahatchie Christmas land parade
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Santa Claus

TR

Miss Miss. True South, Terri
Sullivan and Lilly Grace Round
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Maggie
Gilliam,

| Muscadine
~| Queen
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“WITH A BAG’
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¥ Jared Morrison and Sheila

The Percolator PriorityOne
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4 McAlister Morrison

Danilynn, Jr. Miss, Home-
town Pelahatchie

Haley Atkinson, Mus- ‘
cadine Queen
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From the store :
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for everyone!
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