
 On November 18, the East Rankin 
Academy Government Quiz Bowl team 
competed in the Old Capitol Bowl host-
ed by the Mississippi Department of Ar-
chives and History. The team fi nished 

fi rst place after successfully competing 
against Jackson Prep in the fi nals of the 
tournament and was declared 2020 Old 
Capitol Bowl Champions. Represent-
ing East Rankin Academy in the com-
petition pictured (l to r) are: Will Price, 
Colby Stewart, and Dylan Davis.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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 On November 10, the Mississippi 
Business Journal named Pelahatchie 
Mayor Ryshonda Beechem one of its 
2020 Top 50 Under 40, awarded to pro-
fessionals recognized for contributions 
to the state's economic progress, civic 
involvement, and commitment to serv-
ing her community.  
 "We are truly pleased to recognize 
and honor a great group of Mississip-
pi’s business and civic leaders under 
40," said Tami Jones, publisher of the 
Mississippi Business Journal. "These 
deserving men and women have already 
proven themselves as high achievers 
and trend setters, and we have no doubt 
that many of these individuals will go 
on to even greater success in the years 
to come."
 Since its inception in 1993, the Mis-
sissippi Business Journal has honored 
hundreds of Mississippi business lead-
ers who are playing active day-to-day 
roles in moving the state’s economy 
well into the 21st century.

Beechem named Top 50 Under 40 honoree

Special to Pelahatchie News

By Susie A. Wolfe

Pelahatchie Mayor Ryshonda Beechem was 
named to Mississippi Business Journal’s Top 50 
Under 40 list for 2020. She is one of the individ-
uals who have made signifi cant coantributions to 
Mississippi’s overall economic progress.

ERA named Old Capitol Bowl Champions

Special to Pelahatchie News

A Caring & Friendly Atmosphere
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and More

 Kindergarten teacher Mallory Parker 
was named the Pelahatchie Elementary 
School (PES) Teacher of the Year for 
2020-2021. She has been at PES three 
years but is an eleven-year veteran.
 "Mrs. Parker is soft spoken and nur-
turing. She establishes norms and rou-
tines that are evident, whether she is 
present or not. She not only is an asset 
in the classroom, she is an asset to the 
school as a whole. She is making a dif-
ference every day," said PES Principal 
Robin Sanders.
 Parker said that she teaches because 
she loves children. "I feel it is my call-
ing. I love to watch them grow and be 
successful."
 "I am so appreciative to be picked as 
PES Teacher of the Year. The teachers 

in our school are full of perseverance 
and work every day with a positive atti-
tude. It is a great honor to be chosen out 
of this amazing group of people."
 Parker is from Carthage, but now 
lives in Brandon. She has an undergrad-
uate degree in elementary education 
from Mississippi State University and a 
Master’s in elementary education from 
Mississippi College.
 Parker said, "The Pandemic has re-
quired all of us to make changes, but I 
am so thankful to have my students in 
the classroom with me. In some ways, 
I feel like I am a brand-new teacher. 
However, I’ve trained and have fi lled 
my teacher toolbox with a variety of 
new teaching tools."
 Parker and her husband, Joseph, have 
three sons, Chase, eleven; Tuff , nine; 
and Jax, eight.

Parker named PES Teacher of the Year

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary Teacher of the Year, Mallory Parker, is shown with her family. Pictured (l to r) 
front row, are: Chase, Tuff , and Jax Parker; and back row: Joseph and Mallory Parker.



 Pelahatchie resident Will Sims, for-
Pelahatchie resident Will Sims, former-
ly Human Resources Director at the 
Mid-South Baking Company, is one of 
two founders of TRU-SPOT Technolo-
gies, located on Leesburg Road. Sims 
and his Brandon, Mississippi, childhood 
friend, Gregory Proctor, got the idea for 
their high-tech company when they both 
played football for Brandon many years 
ago.
 TRU-SPOT is an app for fi rst down 
measurement in football. In addition, 
the app can also sell virtual seats at foot-
ball games, concerts, and other events 
around the world. The pair is still work-
ing out details, but Sims said that their 
childhood dream never went away. They 
are seeking to launch the app in fall 
2021, in time for the next football sea-
son.
 "It’s a thought that remained with me 
for forty years. The name TRU-SPOT is 
the only name that I’ve ever conceived 
for this dream for many years, because 
the name says it all... the purpose of the 
app," said Sims.
 Proctor said the idea of an app used 
in conjunction with Augmented Reali-
ty (AR) features for purposes of online 
virtual seat purchasing was conceived 

during the pandemic. Proctor, who lives 
and works in San Antonio, Texas, said 
the idea came to him as he watched each 
professional and collegiate sporting sea-
son cancel because of COVID-19. He 
said, "until social distancing restricting 
is fully lifted, stadiums and concert ven-
ues could utilize 
our technology to 
fi ll the void seats, 
based upon limit-
ed capacity. Our 
technology is fully 
scalable and adap-
tative to any situa-
tion for any largely 
crowded arena – 
worldwide."
 They have a 
working prototype 
that is available 
for viewing on 
company website – 
www. t ru spo ta r.
com + menu op-
tion + prototype. 
They are currently 
seeking the right investment funding to 
further defi ne the app’s AR and proof of 
concept capabilities. 
 "The idea was conceived during my 
senior year at Brandon High School af-
ter football practice," said Sims. "One of 

the assistant coaches asked me and two 
other players on the team if we’d run the 
chains (or be part of the chain crew) for 
the Brandon junior high football game 
that evening. Being dog tired after run-
ning sprints during earlier practice, I 
reluctantly agreed. During the course 

of that football 
game that night, 
the referee called 
for a fi rst down 
measurement. I 
remember saying 
to a teammate on 
the chain crew, 
'During science 
class today, we 
talked about tech-
nology advancing 
to the point of hav-
ing household ro-
bots and fl ying cars 
by the year 2000. 
I hope one day 
someone invents 
a way to measure 
fi rst downs by a 

computer or some type of laser on the 
fi eld, and give the fans in the stands 
an opportunity to witness up close the 
whole spot measurement process with 
the offi  cial!'"
 Proctor said, "Rapidly, as the pandem-

ic occurred, I discovered that being an 
avid NBA fan and concert goer, I would 
no longer be able to partake in these 
types of activities. Also, I begin to con-
template how the fans, team owners, and 
musicians/artists were going to play live 
without fans. Realizing the potential for 
lost revenue and ticket sales, we began 
to brainstorm how to place fans into a 
stadium or concert venue seat virtually."
 The duo conceptualizes that, if a fan 
wanted to attend a Drake, Adele, or Car-
rie Underwood concert in Toronto, Can-
ada, they could purchase virtual seating 
in any seats that they chose and have a 
virtual experience, just like they were 
there, using the Tru-Spot app.
 The app is also used as a distance mea-
surement system using machine learn-
ing, visual recognition algorithms, and 
a visual positioning service that can be 
used indoors/outdoors for purposes of 
establishing yardage measurement in a 
football game. The location and mea-
surement technologies are used in con-
junction with a mobile application de-
vice for displaying measurement results. 
There is also an option to add team lo-
gos, schedules, player position and stats.
 For more information on Sims' and 
Proctor’s new concept, visit www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=ur_RyDOtGvg&-
feature=youtu.be.

December 20202

P.O. Box 771
Pelahatchie, MS  39145

Volume 9   Issue 12
Circulation - 3,600

Publisher
Clay Mansell

claymansell@pelahatchienews.com

Editor in Chief
Stephanie Tracy

Managing Editor/Sales
Susie A. Wolfe, (601) 566-1932 x2

news@pelahatchienews.com

Graphic Designer
Katie White, (601) 566-1932 x5
designer@pelahatchienews.com

Offi ce Manager
Doris Bynum, (601) 566-1932 x0

For submission information, email
news@pelahatchienews.com.

The Pelahatchie News is published
on the fi rst Tuesday of every month

in Pelahatchie, MS.

www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews

Copyright 2020. All rights reserved. Materials may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part without written permission

of the publisher.

Pandemic results in new Pelahatchie company going worldwide
By Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie resident Will Sims and his partner, 
Gregory Proctor, have developed an app to mea-
sure fi rst downs in football that also allows people 
to attend concerts and events around the world 
virtually from their homes.
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Harrell named Pelahatchie Employee of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Town of Pelahatchie named Brady Harrell Employee of the Month for October at the Town of Pela-
hatchie October 5 Board meeting. Harrrell is pictured with Pelahatchie Mayor Ryshonda Beechem.

ENROLL NOW FOR SPRING 2021!

hindscc.edu/ready 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal 
education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status 
in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry 
Franklin, Vice President of Instruction/Career & Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. 
Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: 
TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

 Kimberly C. Banks was ap-
pointed the new Town of Pela-
hatchie’s attorney after John 
Wakeland’s resignation was 
announced at the November 2 
Board meeting. She is the sixth 
attorney hired in the last three 
and a half years.
 Banks is a municipal attorney 
with Banks Law & Associates 
of Ridgeland who has practiced 
for 16 years. Her experience in-
cludes the City of Jackson, the 
City of Canton, the City of Pick-
ens, and Hinds County.
 She was hired under the same 
contract terms that Wakeland 
had, $500 retainer and $150 an 
hour. It is a month-to-month con-
tract that can be terminated at 
any time by both parties.

Special to  Pelahatchie News

Banks named new Board attorney
Special to Pelahatchie News

Kimberly Celeste Banks was named the Board attorney for 
the Town of Pelahatchie at the November Board Meeting.
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Multicraft International announces 
Halloween costume winners

Special to Pelahatchie News

Multicraft employees enjoyed participating in a Halloween contest and winning great cash awards in 
October. Employees competed in two categories: Best Theme and Best Costume. The winners were 
Best Theme, fi rst place, The Pink Ladies, pictured (l to r) are: Sandra Wall, Bettina Graff enread, Chaunna 
Bates, Monica Moore and Samantha Sullivan;  Best Theme second place, Voodoo Witch, Katherine Ken-
nedy; Best Theme, third place, black/orange outfi t, Lori Lewis; Best Costume, fi rst place, witch, Chuck 
Flumm; Best Costume, second place, Hattie Mae Love, Shennia Holifi eld; and Best Costume, third place, 
Samara Morgan, The Ring, Casey Wright.

Bowie recognized for 
October character trait

Special to Pelahatchie News

Chyna Bowie of Pelahatchie Elementary was rec-
ognized by the RCSD for Character Trait of the 
Month for October. The character trait was integri-
ty. One student out of all those recognized is sub-
mitted to the Rankin County School District as the 
Pelahatchie representative.

Three PHS seniors 
inducted into PTK

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) seniors, Bailey 
Johnson, Reagan Sanders, and Chloe Walters, 
pictured (l to r), were inducted into Phi Theta Kap-
pa at Hinds Community College in November.
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EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS
WITH EMAIL MARKETING!

$44
ROI for every

$1 spent

3x
Conversion rate
as social media

91%
of people check
their email daily

Drive revenue and profit

Create & increase awareness

Boost repeat business

HTTPS://CONTA.CC/2WOFZ2Y

FREE60-DAYTRIAL

Call (601) 339-2040

Special to  Pelahatchie News

Chef Jonathan Beard operates the Crooked Letter Kitchen food truck that specializes in Cajun bar-b-que 
fusion. Based in the Pelahatchie area, the food truck moves around Rankin County weekly.

Crooked Letter Kitchen 
serves Rankin County foodies

 Crooked Letter Kitchen (CLK) is a 
food truck that specializes in Cajun 
bar-b-que fusion. Owned by Jonathan 
Beard, whose family is from the Cross 
Roads area, he moves around Rankin 
County weekly. A chef that served in the 
United States Marine Corp, he serves 
his own creations partnered with his 
father, Charles Beard’s, award-winning 
bar-b-que.
 "Food trucks are mobile restaurants 
that have to get the food out fast," said 
Beard. "The biggest issue is space. 
We have fl avor and experience but are 
unique in our customer service. We treat 
everyone like family and try to know 
our customers by their fi rst name."
 Beard was featured in a May Clari-
on Ledger article about on food trucks 
during the pandemic said driving into 
neighborhoods has become the new nor-
mal.
 He said, "We’re not working at the 
festivals or markets throughout the 
summer and spring months, we’re go-
ing into the neighborhoods where a lot 
of people are confi ned to their homes 

or working from home. When everyone 
was shut down and people could only 
get take-out, food trucks were all you 
had for about three or four weeks." 
 Crooked Letter Kitchen opened in 
2018. Beard worked as a chef for the 
Marine Corps and as a general manag-
er at several restaurants before opening 
his own food truck business. He said he 
typically spent fi ve to six days a week 
feeding families in the Jackson Metro 
Area during the fi rst part of the pandem-
ic.
 Beard said business has always been 
good for Crooked Letter, and the re-
sponse he's gotten since the pandemic 
has been overwhelming. One customer 
who worked in Madison drove to Pela-
hatchie one night when they were serv-
ing late. After ordering three meals, she 
said the food is even rated on the local 
"foodie" web pages.
 Crooked Letter Kitchen has two full-
time employees, Kimberly Beard and 
Kaitlyn McIntyre, and one part-time, 
Kim Darrow. They are also available for 
parties, weddings, and corporate events. 
His hashtag is #bustintastebuds. Call 
601-374-1757 for more information.

By Susie A. Wolfe

PES Bus Riders of the Month named

Special to Pelahatchie News

The October Pelahatchie Elementary Bus Riders of the Month pictured (l to r) front row, are: Cyntria 
Beard, Ethan Stevens, Aaron Gipson, Alisa Strickland and Ayden Collier; and back row: Lanna Grant, 
Kaylla Lester, Mary Askew (Bus Driver), Robert Westbrooks, and Tanner Flores.
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Pelatchie High School October 
Student of the Month awards

Special to Pelahatchie News

The recipients of the Pelahatchie High School October Student of the Month pictured (l to r) are: Jacob 
Thompson, Addison Archie, Madyson McGee, Christian Beeman, Benjamin Burnham, and Ethan Ste-
vens (PES Bus award); and back row: Cyntria Beard (PES Bus award), Jacob Ragsdale, Elijah Williams, 
Levi Goldman, Hayden Westbrooks, and Aaron Gipson (PES Bus award); Not pictured: Tyson Beeman, 
Brooklyn Johnson, and Kayleigh Keyes. All PES Bus award recipients are listed on page 5. 

PHS plays fi rst round of playoff s

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) hosted a fi rst round 2A Region 4 playoff  game against East Webster (4-
4) on November 6.  The Chiefs (5-5) who were fi rst in the district play (3-0), winning against South Delta 
41-7, Pisgah 41-21, and SJCHS 40-14.  They lost the playoff  41 to 13.
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CHECK OUT
PELAHATCHIENEWS.COM!
Our NEW Website.

More Good News
You Can Use - 
ONLINE!

With Thanksgiv-
ing break behind us 
and only a couple 
of weeks left of 

school before we break again for the 
Christmas holiday season, I would 
like to take this time to share 
with you a few "Goings On" for 
our students at 
Pelahatchie High 
School.  
 First of all, our 
fi rst benchmark is on its 
way! As always and even 
in trying times such as 
these, we expect our stu-
dents to be their very best 
on these assessments, as 
they are a gauge of the 
work they have done 
this semester. This fi rst benchmark will 
be the baseline we need to move for-
ward through the second semester. As 
parents, you can get involved by sim-
ply communicating the expectation of 
a successful outcome on these assess-
ments.   
 Also, make sure to check our website 

and social media outlets in the upcom-
ing week for "Exam Week" details; this 
information will include the semester 
exam schedule as well as test week 
policies (Check Out Process) that help 
protect our classroom from any unnec-
essary interruptions. Regarding the se-
mester exam, with it weighing 20% of 
the overall semester grade for a class, 
what a tremendous opportunity it is 
for all students to improve their se-
mester grade. With that being said, 

again help us coach up yours to 
fi nish the semes-
ter on a positive 
note. Thank you 

all in advance for 
your support! 

   To close, and on be-
half of everyone at Pela-
hatchie High School, I 
would like to wish you all 
a restful, safe, and joy-
ful holiday season with 

your family and friends. As we close 
2020, let’s reflect on the great work 
that has been done through some very 
trying times by everyone in the Pela-
hatchie High School Family, and, as 
for 2021, let’s ALL make a decision 
to continue to build on the successes 
our Chiefs have already achieved. Go 
Chiefs!

By Guest Columnist 
Dr. Teague Burchfi eld, 
Principal, Pelahatchie 
High School

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Chiefs will fi nish strong in 2020

school before we break again for the 
Christmas holiday season, I would 
like to take this time to share 
with you a few "Goings On" for 

 First of all, our 
fi rst benchmark is on its 
way! As always and even 
in trying times such as 
these, we expect our stu-
dents to be their very best 
on these assessments, as 
they are a gauge of the 
work they have done 

the overall semester grade for a class, 
what a tremendous opportunity it is 
for all students to improve their se-
mester grade. With that being said, 

again help us coach up yours to 

all in advance for 
your support! 

   To close, and on be-
half of everyone at Pela-
hatchie High School, I 
would like to wish you all 
a restful, safe, and joy-
ful holiday season with 

your family and friends. As we close 

PHS names October student, teacher awards

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Farm Bureau Teacher of the Month for Pelahatchie High School (PHS) October is Nikki Nutt. The 
Student of the Month winner for October is Adlyn Till. Pictured (l to r) are: Tanner Wilson, Farm Bureau; 
Nutt; Till; Leslie Hebert, instructional supervisor; and Dr. Teague Burchfi eld, principal.

PES students collect donations for ERCO

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) students and faculty went above and beyond for the good of 
their community by collecting 2,235 can food items for Ever Reaching Community Outreach. The col-
lection campaign was led by Counselor Dana Lee. Mrs. Hillard's fi fth grade class collected the most per 
class with 266 cans. Mrs. Thompson's second grade class collected 156 cans.  ERCO’s Director KathyJo 
Latham said that the food items will be a great blessing to help feed hungry families this holiday season.  
Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Gage Goldman, Jose Lopez, Mahogani Hollis, Zanyia Hollis, Ethan Butler, 
Katlynn Murray, and Braylon Jordan; and back row: Mrs. Lee.
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Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM
Rachel W. McCurdy, DVM

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR24 HOUR
601-502-3706601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400
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Morton, MS 39117
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Special to 
Pelahatchie News

As much as teachers 
deserve praise and sup-
port, there are other he-
roes in the school who 

put in the time to prepare for our students. 
They work the same hours to help ensure 
our students are safe and happy. It truly 
does take a village. I want the people be-
hind the scenes to know that we appreci-
ate their support and hard work.

School offi  ce workers are the heartbeat 
of the school! These ladies have mastered 
the art of multitasking while ensuring that 
students, staff  and visitors feel welcome 
at school. They are a school’s fi rst line 
of defense, because they know who’s al-
lowed in the building and who isn’t. Say 
thank you to your school offi  ce workers 
the next time you see them. 

Teacher’s assistants are the lifeline for 
teachers. They take the time to get to know 

your kid on a personal level, because they 
spend extra time helping them throughout 
the day. They work hard to help a teacher 
perform their duties and ensure that stu-
dents feel loved and supported. Teacher’s 
aides are the unsung heroes of schools.

Custodians rock! Now more than ever, 
they work tirelessly to make sure that the 
school building is in working order. They 
help to ensure that the staff  and students 
walk into a fresh, clean building every 
morning. 

School bus drivers deserve a special 
place in heaven. If your child rides the 
bus, their bus driver is the fi rst person to 
greet them each morning and the last to 
say goodbye. Their mission is to provide 
a safe mode of transportation for your 
students each day. Next time you see your 
bus driver, thank them for getting your 
child to and from school safely each day.

Cafeteria staff  have a tough job, espe-
cially with all of the current safety proce-
dures in place. People often don’t realize 
how much planning goes into a school’s 
menu, much less how hard it is to provide 

healthy meals that are safe for all of the 
children. This is a job that deserves more 
recognition than these workers usually 
get. 

School nurses. Can we just stand up 
and give our nurse a round of applause?  
She does so much more than just hand 
out Band-Aids and ice packs. She devel-
ops care plans for kids who have diabetes, 
ADHD, and other physical diff erences. 
When an emergency happens in a class-
room, or when a child is not feeling their 
best, the school nurse is on the scene to 
assist with the situation. Just like every-
one else mentioned above, her duties this 
year have multiplied. We are grateful for 
her daily assistance with our staff , stu-
dents and parents.  
 Every day, our students are surround-
ed by an army of dedicated people who 
are ready, willing, and able to make sure 
they succeed at school. So, don’t forget to 
send a card or note of thanks to those who 
are the often-forgotten heroes of school. 
They will appreciate it more than you 
know.

By Guest Columnist, 
Robin Sanders, 
Principal, Pelahatchie 
Elementary

A shout out to those who work behind the scenes

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Mailed for FREE
to every resident and business

in the Rankin Zip Code of 39145.
To advertise, call Susie at

601-566-1932, x. 2.



Having been raised on 
a farm in rural Rankin 
County, I can easily say 
that Christmas is a very 
important time of the 

year for those of us involved in agricul-
ture.  Most of us are from Christian fam-
ilies, so the reason we celebrate Christ-
mas is no big surprise. As I look back, 
it seems the whole time I was growing 
up, Christmas was such a magical time 
of the year.
 The setting that is a stable is some-
thing that we can easily refer to since 
we grew up around farm animals. I can 
remember as I grew up, both of my 
grandfathers had stalls in their barns.
 We understand that a manger was not 
a bad place or situation; it could be used 
as the resting place for a newborn child. 
According to the dictionary, a manger is 
a structure used to hold food for farm 
animals. The word comes from the 
French language mangier (meaning "to 
eat"). Mangers are mostly used in rais-
ing livestock and generally found in sta-
bles and farmhouses.

 We all know the story, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and Mary gave 
birth to her fi rstborn, a son, she wrapped 
him in clothes, and placed him in a man-
ger, because there was no room for them 
in an inn.
 Inns during that time were nothing 
like they are today. The occupants slept 
in rooms together, probably without any 
heat, except what was produced by their 
own bodies. Try to imagine all the snor-
ing and other sounds, not to mention the 
smells, the diseases and the pests the 
travelers carried with them from all over 
the Roman Empire.
 I just believe the innkeeper did them 

a huge favor by placing them in a sta-
ble away from the other travelers with 
the animals. There was hay for bedding, 
and the warmth of the animals could 
help take the edge off  the cold of a long 
winter night.  
 It is so easy to see that all of this had 
been planned, and it came to set the 
stage for the story we know today.
 After Jesus’s birth, a very bright star 
was seen in the eastern sky. There were 
shepherds living out in the fi elds near-
by keeping watch of their fl ocks, and an 
angel appeared to them. This part of the 
story confi rms to me the apparent im-

portance of these lowly people who, as 
shepherds, were producing sheep for the 
sheep’s wool. These shepherds were re-
garded as highly important members of 
society.  
 The actual story sounds like they all 
left their sheep and traveled to see the 
child. However, anyone that under-
stands sheep will understand that some 
went, and some stayed with the fl ocks 
to guard them from the predators of the 
night. Just think of the story they had to 
tell their fellow shepherds when they re-
turned.
 During this time, agriculture was the 
occupation that sustained society, just as 
it is today. At that time, it required most 
of the population to do all the work re-
quired to produce the food and clothing 
they needed.
 The week he was crucifi ed, Jesus en-
tered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, a 
beast that was used to transport farm 
products.
 Agriculture cannot be removed from 
this great story, and it has translated into 
the faith of so many people of the world 
today.
 From the Rankin County Extension 
Service, "Merry Christmas" and "Happy 
New Year."
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Christmas and agriculture are tied together

Thank you all for the love and support this past year!!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
From Crooked Letter Kitchen
We are now accepting bookings for 2021!!
601-374-1757
We are looking forward to a new year & growing
our small business!!

facebook.com/crookedletterkitchen/

MREC License # S-41812
MREC Brokerage License # 20841

Megan Hall
601-540-4084 Cell

SOLD    165 BRADSHAW ROAD

AVAILABLE 108 TEAGUE LANE

"More homes sold in Pelahatchie than any other agent." Src. Central MS MLS

By Doug Carter, 
Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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WINTER SCHEDULE
*Sunday Worship Service:

9:00 a.m. - Blended Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School for All Ages

*Wednesday:*Wednesday:*

5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner
6:30 p.m. - All Activities

Morning Devotions
7:30 a.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page

*Services broadcast live on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page.

“�e Church has not been closed...the Church has been deployed!”
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

The coronavirus has 
changed our lives and 
the way we live them.  
I don’t have to remind 

you of all the ways that our lives have 
been altered and adjusted during 2020.  
And this year is not over yet! Just like 
everything else, Christmas will be dif-
ferent for all of us this year.  
 At our church, we normally have a 
Children’s Program, an Adult Choir 
Pageant, a church-wide Christmas par-
ty, and each class has a get together with 
gift exchanges or "dirty Santa." All of 
those things have been canceled for this 
year. We hope to just be able to continue 
to meet on Sunday mornings for wor-
ship!  
 And most family gatherings will prob-
ably look diff erent this year, if they are 
even held. Because of factors like travel 
complications and susceptible family 
members, there will be plenty of re-
thinking plans and, possibly, canceling 
them altogether, adding more anguish 
to a period already fi lled with immense 
stress. 
 And even if you make tentative plans, 
be mindful that your situation could also 

change suddenly. Whether it’s a positive 
test or an onset of symptoms for either 
you or your family, it’s possible that 
even the best-made plans might go side-
ways at the last minute. 
 One thing to be mindful of as you 
make, and possibly change, plans, is 
the fact that everyone is emotionally 
exhausted, if not physically sick over 
COVID-19. We’re all tired of it! But it’s 
still here and will probably be hanging 
around well into 2021.  
 So be mindful of how others feel and 
understand that many family members 
and others may have very thin emotions 
right now. Be encouraging rather than 
demanding. Be joyful rather than sad.  
Be positive rather than negative. Be 
hopeful rather than discouraging.  
 While the way we celebrate Christ-
mas may look diff erent this year, the 
reason we celebrate has not changed 
at all! COVID-19 may have forced us 
to change a lot of things, but it cannot 
change the truth of God’s Word. Mat-
thew 1:18-23 still tells us this truth,  
 "This is how the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, 
but before they came together, she was 
found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want 

to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly.
 But after he had considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, "Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 

birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins."
 All this took place to fulfi ll what the 
Lord had said through the prophet:  
"The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and they will call him Imman-
uel" (which means 'God with us')."
 Luke 2:4-14 still confi rms His birth.  
"So, Joseph also went up from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because 

he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to 
her fi rstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, be-
cause there was no guest room available 
for them."
 "And there were shepherds living out 
in the fi elds nearby, keeping watch over 
their fl ocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrifi ed. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
You will fi nd a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward all 
men."
 Don’t let COVID-19 or anything else 
keep you from celebrating Christmas 
this year. It hasn’t changed! Be sure to 
take your family to church on Sunday or 
watch a service together.  

Pastor's Perspective: Don’t let COVID-19 keep you from celebrating Christmas 
By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements
Frank Edward Evans  92 Oklahoma  10/29/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Clarice Inonelle Pope 84 Forest,MS  11/12/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Addie Mae 94 Jackson, MS  11/12/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Betty Louise Rhineheart 79 Forest, MS  11/14/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Brian Keith Dolan  56 Forest, MS  11/15/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
James C. "Jimmy"    77 Lake, MS  11/19/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Cooksey
Bobby Joe Loper 76 Walnut Grove,MS  11/19/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Kay Pettis Morgan  78 Gulfport,MS  11/19/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Debby Hall Mccrory 67 Morton, MS  11/20/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
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HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002

FULFILL YOUR DREAMS.
FROM CHILDHOOD ASPIRATIONS TO A FULFILLING 
CAREER. Take the first step to an exciting nursing career. Visit 
MyMeritHealth.com or call our recruiter at 601.573.4254.

MH Merit Health Nurse - Older AA Woman 5x6.indd   1MH Merit Health Nurse - Older AA Woman 5x6.indd   1 7/29/20   8:04 AM7/29/20   8:04 AM

PES October Character Trait awards

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) named the October Character Trait awards for “integrity.” Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Ty Bowie, Jamie 
Phillips, Chase Parker, Jalyn Magee, Mary Taylor Nutt, and Orby Renfroe; second row: Ross Clarke, Chyna Bowie, Dannea Hicks, Stacey Wilson, 
Jose Lopez, and Somaya Hillie; third row: Travis Butler, Kaiah Myers, Greenlee Gregory, Aaron Griffi  n, JaRiyah Eubanks, and Easton Laughlin; and 
fourth row: Korbin Akins, Lance Wilkerson, Demi Ward, Dillon Courtney, Landon May, Brandon Reuben, and Vada Eutzler.

Smith receives Rankin 
County SD October award

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Rankin County School District (RCSD) recognized Pela-
hatchie’s Sidney Smith as the Secondary Classifi ed employ-
ee for October. He is a bus driver for Pelahatchie schools.
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Gold Coast’s permit pulled for dumping
 The Mississippi Environmental Qual-
ity Permit Board voted unanimously 
at its meeting last week to revoke the 
wastewater permit for a Brandon-based 
chemical plant that allowed it to dump 
its wastewater in Pelahatchie.
 Gold Coast Commodities can reapply 
for a permit, but the Permit Board’s ac-
tion means the company has been or-
dered three times by the DEQ to stop 
disposing of its wastewater in three 
diff erent cities in the metro area: fi rst 
Brandon, then Jackson and now Pela-
hatchie, where the company had con-
structed a lagoon with aerators in an 
agreement reached with city offi  cials.
 The DEQ has ordered the company to 
pump out the wastewater from the la-
goon, which has resulted in numerous 
odor complaints fi led with the environ-
mental watchdog agency by area resi-
dents.
 The board denied a continuance re-
quest by Gold Coast to postpone the 
matter to a later date.
 Gold Coast could also be facing fi nes 
as the Mississippi Board of Environ-
mental Quality, the DEQ’s governing 
board, is convening an evidentiary 

hearing for today, November 19 over 
the Pelahatchie site.
 "My perspective about the odor (from 
the Pelahatchie site) is that it is not par-
ticularly off ensive and not particularly 
strong," said Sam 
Hardin, an engi-
neer who works 
for Starkville-based 
Clearwater Con-
sulting, a company 
contracted by Gold 
Coast. He said the 
company had prob-
lems with some of 
the fi ve aerators on 
site, but removed and repaired them in 
an expedient manner.
 The company was issued its permit 
for the lagoons and, after treatment, 
land application in August 2019. The 
DEQ later issued a notice of violation 
over storm water runoff  from the con-
struction of the lagoon. An inspection 
on June 12 of this year found that Gold 
Coast had not installed the required 
aerators or hook electric lines to them 
and didn’t emplace the required depth 
markers in the lagoon itself. Another 
notice of violation was issued on July 
20.
 When the company turned on the 

aerators in July, emergency personnel 
and others were exposed to dangerous 
hydrogen sulfi de gas at concentrations 
above the 10-minute emergency maxi-
mum recommended by the U.S. Occu-

pational Health and 
Safety Administra-
tion. Eleven times 
DEQ offi  cials no-
ticed strong odors 
emanating from the 
facility.  
The DEQ issued a 
water contact ad-
visory in Septem-
ber after more than 

400,000 gallons of wastewater was 
released accidentally into nearby Dry 
Creek. On September 11, the DEQ is-
sued an order demanding the company 
fi x the issues with the disposal lagoon 

within two weeks of the order.
Since the DEQ issued a cease and desist 
letter for disposing of its wastewater in 
Pelahatchie, the company has curtailed 
production and is storing its wastewater 
on site in railcars and in storage tanks. 
Company offi  cials said they’ve tried to 
stay within the guidelines of the permit, 
but that they won’t be able to stay in 
business at the Brandon site if forced to 
ship their wastewater outside the state.

 "Things have not gotten better," said 
Lane Stubbs, whose father Lewis Mash-
burn is the closest property owner to the 
Pelahatchie disposal site. "We keep get-
ting reassurances that this will be taken 
care of it. The smell burns your nose 
and your throat and that doesn’t seem 
safe to me. I don’t like my father living 
there having to endure that."
 She said that the odor was so bad that 
the scent clung to her brother’s clothes 
even after a 45-minute drive home.
 In a lawsuit fi led by the city of Bran-
don, where the company dumped its 
wastewater for years, the company is 
accused of damaging the city’s sewer 
system that ultimately empties into the 
city of Jackson’s system.
 Gold Coast then used a third-party 
contractor to truck and another to dump 
the wastewater directly into Jackson’s 
system. The owner of this company, 
Rebel High Velocity Sewer Services, 
was ordered to stop dumping Gold 
Coast waste into Jackson’s system and 
he was later indicted by the federal gov-
ernment for violations of the Clean Wa-
ter Act.
 A sample of the wastewater taken 
from where the contractor was dump-
ing it into Jackson’s system exploded in 
the lab under test.

Special to Pelahatchie News
Reprinted with permission of The Northside Sun.

Special to Pelahatchie News


