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ERA breaks State Robotics record
 East Rankin Academy (ERA) Robot-
ics broke the Mississippi FIRST Tech 
Challenge (FTC) state record for the 
2019/2020 season on Saturday, January 
25, with 79 points in the fi rst round of 
competition, and then went on to break it 
three more times that day.
 The team secured its spot to the State 
by being the Winning Alliance Captain. 
The State Tournament will be held on the 
campus of the University of Mississippi 
on February 28 and 29. 
 They also received the "Connect 
Award" for being the team with the great-
est outreach eff orts to the STEM and en-
gineering community. 
 The FTC robotics competition in Mis-
sissippi focuses on engaging students in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). At last year's state 

championship, the ERA team 
achieved highest honors as 
part of the Winning Alliance 
for the fi nal rounds of com-
petition. They also won the 
"Connect Award."
 Team members include 
Matthew Marin, Dana Wat-
kins, Mallory Ellis, Jett Stu-
art, Brennan Rials, Garrett 
Duckworth, Jacob Gardner, 
Jonathan Lamberth, Brandyn 
Luke, Carson French, Kellar 
Brown, and Tyler Williams, 
Elijah Vining, Tyler Betts, 
Cole Jones, Knox Ross, and 
Ethan Crain. Coaches are 
Ward Winstead, Mechanical 
Engineering student at Ole 
Miss and former ERA Robot-
ics team member, and Head-
master Robyn Winstead.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Parker recognized for his 
bullying prevention poster

Special to Pelahatchie News

Chase Parker was recognized at the January Rankin County School District Board Meeting for third 
place in the Bullying Prevention Poster Contest. He is shown with his "Bully" poster.

Pelahatchie native Adams sworn in as judge

Special to Pelahatchie News

Whitney McKay Adams was sworn in as the fi rst female judge to be elected in Rankin County at the 
Rankin County Justice Court Courtroom on Thursday, December 19, 2019. United States Congressman 
Gregg Harper welcomed family and friends who attended the swearing, and Dr. Clarence Cooper, pastor 
of Brandon Baptist Church, led the prayer. Judge Richard Redfern, far right, administered Adams’ Oath 
of Offi  ce. Pictured is Adams, a native of Pelahatchie and graduate of Pelahatchie High School, who took 
the oath accompanied by husband Jeff , left, while their children, Celeste, 9, and Eli, 12, held the Bible.

 ERA Robotics team members pictured (l to r), fi rst row, are: Matthew Marin, Dana Watkins, Mallory Ellis, and Jett Stu-
art; second row: Brennan Rials, Garrett Duckworth, Jacob Gardner, Jonathan Lamberth, and Brandyn Luke; third row: 
Carson French, Kellar Brown, and Tyler Williams; and fourth row: Elijah Vining, Tyler Betts, Cole Jones, Knox Ross, 
and Ethan Crain.
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"More homes sold in Pelahatchie than any other agent."  Src. Central MS MLS

416 HESLIP    SOLD 

AVAILABLE    3026 SHILOH ROAD    

Megan Hall
601-540-4084 Cell
601-427-5088 O�ce

Cross Roads off ers GriefShare Ministry
 "I’m losing my mind!"
 "I’m tired of trying to be strong for ev-
eryone else!"
 "I don’t know what to do!"
 "I can’t do this! It’s too hard!"
 "I can’t stop the tears! They just start 
out of the blue."
 That’s just a few of the comments I hear 
when I talk with people who are grieving 
the loss of their loved one. And I total-
ly get it. I’ve thought/said most of these 
things myself in the 14 years since my 
17-year old son Trey was killed in a car 
wreck coming home from baseball prac-
tice. The good news is that there is help.
 We will begin our spring series of Grief-
Share at Cross Roads Baptist Church on 
Tuesday, February 4, at 6:30 p.m. Grief-
Share provides a safe place to give voice 
to the thoughts you can’t speak about 
to others because you know they won’t 
understand. GriefShare is a video-based 
ministry with 13 sessions that address ev-
ery aspect of the grieving process. Top-
ics include "Is This Normal?", "Why?", 
"Guilt and Anger" and "Stuck". Partici-
pants who attend learn that they are not 
the fi rst or only ones to face grief and 
don’t have to go through the experience 

alone.  
 Here is what some previous partic-
ipants have to say about GriefShare. 
"GriefShare was a great 
experience and could not 
have come at a better time 
in my life. I have been 
through the series twice, 
and both times it was a 
blessing for me. So if you 
have lost someone spe-
cial in your life, I would 
recommend GriefShare." 
Carol Duke – Member 
of Cross Roads Baptist 
Church
 "The GriefShare pro-
gram is just as the title 
says: you are able to 
share your grief with oth-
ers who understand what 
you are feeling because 
they have been there. I 
found it extremely help-
ful, and one of the main 
reasons was that the program is Bible and 
faith based. I still feel the loss, but with 
GriefShare and the new friends I have 
made, I am more able to deal with that 
loss." Linda Vance - Member of Shiloh 
United Methodist Church

 GriefShare is off ered as a ministry of 
Cross Roads Baptist Church. It is open 
to everyone, and there is no charge to 

attend. Participants are only asked to be 
faithful in attendance. Sessions are held 
on Tuesday nights beginning at 6:30 in 
the Church Fellowship Hall. Cross Roads 
is located at 104 Crossroads Road, Pela-
hatchie; 5 miles south of I-20 on Hwy 

43 South. For more information, contact 
Sheila Bradshaw, GriefShare Ministry 
Coordinator, at (601) 546-2297 or visit 

the Cross Roads Web site at www.cross-
roadspel.org.
 GriefShare won’t make the pain go 
away, but you will fi nd helpful tips to 
making it through your grief journey. 
Please come join us.

By Sheila Bradshaw

Photo special to Pelahatchie News
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I poured three and a half 
inches of rain out of my 
rain gauge one morning 
in December, and we 
have seen many more 

days of rain. I’ve heard news reports 
about fl ooding in various places, and 
fears of dams failing. I’ve seen cattle 
bogging to their knees around hay rings, 
rutted pastures, and I have seen this since 
the beginning of December.
 El Nino means "little boy," or Christ 
child in Spanish. El Nino was originally 
recognized by fi sherman off  the coast of 
South America in the 1600’s, with the 
appearance of unusually warm waters 
in the Pacifi c Ocean, around December.  
Warm waters meant they did not catch as 
many fi sh.  
 On a typical El Nino winter, we have 
wetter than average conditions over the 
U.S Coast and Florida. El Nino also 

brings warmer than average conditions, 
over the western and northern United 
States. Dryer-than-normal conditions 
over the Pacifi c Northwest and Ohio 
Valley region.
 La Nina means "little girl" in Spanish.  
It is sometimes called "a cold event."  La 
Nina periods bring below-average sea 
surface temperatures across the east cen-
tral Pacifi c.  

 During a La Nina year, winter tem-
peratures are warmer than normal in the 
Southwest and cooler than normal in the 
Northeast.  
 According to the National Weather 
Service, we are in a neutral winter pat-
tern, neither El Nino nor La Nina. A wet 
cycle can occur in a neutral year.  
 The science of meteorology is the 
study of the weather along with some 
things that infl uence it. We now know so 
much more about the weather than we 
once did, and some pretty neat predic-
tions have been made in the past.  Such 
as the break in the weather, that was pre-
dicted for the D Day Invasion of Nor-
mandy in 1944. The weather was so bad 
that the German commander took a few 
days off  and went home for his wife’s 
birthday. The weatherman told our Gen-
erals that there would be a break for an 
invasion, and he was right.  
 Then there have been wrong calls 
through the years, such as the Galveston, 
Texas hurricane in September 1900, that 
killed as many as 12,000 people.

 I’ve studied information and maps 
supplied by the National Weather Ser-
vice that showed typical weather pat-
terns for neutral years, and patterns for 
moderate to strong El Nino and La Nina 
years. The one thing that becomes clear 
is there are patterns and cycles to our 
weather. It comes down to this, the main 
thing I’ve learned is we can’t control the 
weather, but we know who does.

Weather runs in patterns and 
cycles, yet is unpredictable

By Doug Carter, 
Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

       

Call the library (601.854.8764) or visit the website (www.cmrls.lib.ms.us)  to register.

FEBRUARY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES
February is National Library Lovers’ Month. This month we encour-

age you to show your support for Pelahatchie Public Library with a do-
nation for our upcoming summer reading programs. You may donate 
in person or through the mail to P. O. Box 959, Pelahatchie, MS 39145. 
We thank our community for supporting the library and these import-

ant summer programs for the children of Pelahatchie.

Family Movie Night - Thursday, February 13, 6:00 p.m.
Call library (854-8764) for more details.

Tween Book Club (5th- 8th grade) - Tuesday, February 11, 4:45 p.m.  
Discussing Neverseen, Book 4 of the Keeper of the Lost Cities series by 

Shannon Messenger

Adult Book Club - Wednesday, February 19, 9:30 a.m.  Discussing 
Something in the Water, a novel by Catherine Steadman. Enter library 

through rear entrance.

Special to Pelahatchie News

ERCO voted Rankin County top non-profi t

Special to Pelahatchie News

Ever Reaching Community Outreach (ERCO) was voted the Top Non-Profi t in Rankin County at the Best 
of the Best ceremony on January 16. They were recently named one of Mississippi’s top non-profi ts by 
the Mississippi Business Journal. Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Lynn Loecher; Facilities Director KathyJo 
Latham; and Founding Board Member Tammy Brun; and back row: Founding Board Member Louie Park-
man; Julie Parkman; Board Member Bro. Tim Loecher; Board Member Gary Schmitt; Micheal Latham; 
Founding Board Member Van Brun; and Board Member Rev. Beth Feisel.
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Pelahatchie School recognizes 
December bus students and driver

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie schools recognized the December Bus Riders of the Month and the Driver of the Month. 
Pictured (l to r), front row, are: Jailah Hughes and Christian Wilkerson; middle row: Zanyia Hollis, JaRi-
yah Eubanks, Cada Magee, Rylie Irby, Kaden Sanders, and Natalie Hand; and back row: Phillip Rainer, 
Arianna Gipson, Ashton Moore, Baelah Crosby, and Mr. Moress Williams.

PES Spelling Bee winners 
to complete again Feb. 7

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) Spelling Bee winners include Sam Rogers (right), champion, and 
Logan Quick (left), runner up. Both will compete at the District Spelling Bee in Brandon on February 7. 

Powerlifting team places in meet

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie HS Powerlifting team placed in a January 17 meet. Pictured (l to r) are: Colton Bierman, 
who placed third in his weight class, and Matthew Day and Mister Lott who fi nished second in their weight 
class. 

Roberts named RCSD Employee of the Month
Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School 
(PHS) teacher Tina 
Roberts was named De-
cember's Rankin County 
Secondary Employee 
of the Month. She re-
ceived the award at the 
January Rankin County 
School District (RCSD) 
Board of Directors meet-
ing. She was recently 
named PHS’ Teacher of 
the Year.

Ward recognized by RCSD

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie El-
ementary’s As-
sistant Principal 
Mijia Ward was 
recognized by the 
Rankin County 
School District 
(RCSD) as Ele-
mentary Adminis-
trator of the Month 
for January at the 
regular monthly 
board meeting.
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NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements
Jack Armstrong 89 Lena, MS 1/16/20 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jerry Wayne Craft 59 Forest,  MS 1/9/20 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Elaine Hazelwood 80 Brandon, MS 12/27/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Laverna
Ray Schmidt 69 Pelahatchie, MS 1/21/20 Wolf Funeral Serv.

Kennedy Lawns
“Where quality matters.”

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Faculty and staff , one of our many strengths

With the Valentine’s 
Day holiday ap-
proaching, we are all 
mindful of the spir-

it of the day. On that note, I would 
like to acknowledge one of the many 
strengths of the faculty and staff  here 
at Pelahatchie High School. Yes, they 
are confi dent in their abilities to 
provide instruction in their 
content area. Yes, they are 
highly capable managers 
of their classrooms. But 
above all else, they have 
a love of service. They 
truly enjoy this profes-
sion; they love meeting 
each student where they 
are and taking them to 
heights they didn’t believe 
they could. They love their stu-
dents!  
 I have always believed that it’s not 
about what we do but who we do it 
with.  With that being said, I look for-
ward to coming to work every day to 
witness not only their trade but their 
true aff ection to their students. Pela-

hatchie High School benefi ts from 
these fi ne professionals and I can’t say 
enough how proud I am of the work 
they do on a daily basis.    
 As we move further into the third 9 
weeks, I would like to take time to up-
date you on our many extracurricular 
activities. Soccer has come to a close, 
and both teams should feel accom-
plished with the progress they have 
made over the past season. The Chiefs' 
arrows have begun to fl y as Coach 

Cotnam’s Archery team has started 
competing. Powerlifting has 

begun and we look forward 
to seeing the results of 
Coach Tyler Walters and 
his lifters as they perform 
this season. Regarding 
basketball, Coach Jones 
and Coach Lyles have 
their teams prepared for 
a strong fi nish. The dis-

trict tournament is hosted 
by Pisgah this year (2/10-14) 

and we would appreciate your 
support and attendance as we near the 
postseason. Stay tuned for more specif-
ic details as district play comes to an 
end and seeding is fi nalized. Thanks 
for your continued support of Pela-
hatchie High School and as always GO 
CHIEFS!

By Guest Columnist 
Teague Burchfi eld, 
Principal, Pelahatchie 
High School

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

 The Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (VFD) had 405 emergency response 
calls in 2019 according to the 2019 year in 
review supplied by the department.
 There were 1,261.5 manhours of train-
ing where two members completed Mis-
sissippi Volunteer Certifi cation Level 
I; nine members completed Mississip-
pi Volunteer Certifi cation Level II; two 
members completed Emergency Medi-

cal Responder; two members complet-
ed Certifi ed Volunteer Driver Operator; 
and three members completed the Storm 
Spotter class. 
 Pelahatchie Fire Department also re-
ceived a 2019 Engine Company by 
Rankin County.
 The men and women work hard to sup-
port the community in which they serve. 
Pelahatchie Fire Department is an all-vol-
unteer department serving the needs of 
Pelahatchie every day.

Pelahatchie VFD 2019 year in review

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief Karl VanHorn is shown on one of his trucks. The 2019 
stats were recently released.

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-629-3703Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers 
apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle 
and Alaska including 7 nights aboard 
Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam 
and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where 
you’ll pass glaciers, mountains, and lush 
forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic 
Skagway, and magnificent Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT
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Show your support for the Pelahatchie Police Department
with a PELAHATCHIE BACKS THE BADGE sign!

Sign will be delivered and put in your yard the week of March 23rd.
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Pelahatchie Police Dept.

Mail a check for $20 to:
The Pelahatchie News
P.O. Box 771
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Address:
Name:

Or Call 601-566-1932 and press 0 for Doris to get yours!



7February 2020

Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR24 HOUR
601-502-3706601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

1186 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie  Pelahatchie

Bar-B-Que
All Day Fri & Sat

Crawfish
Friday & Saturday

P E L A H A T C H I E M I S S I S S I P P I

Bar-B-Que

1186 Hwy. 43 South  

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

  LET ME DO YOUR DIRTY WORK!

Becca Tucker
Owner
Beccaproclean@att.net

Residential, commercial, organizing
Realty properties, detailed cleaning

Customize your cleaning
601-278-3115

When we kicked off  the 
2020 session on Janu-
ary 8, I had the honor 
of raising my hand for 

the third time to be sworn to serve as your 
State Representative for House District 
#75. My commitment eight years ago and 
my commitment today are the same — I 
will always be your voice in Jackson and 
put you, the good people, fi rst in every 
decision that I make and every vote that 
I take. Thank you for giving me the op-
portunity to continue to serve you at our 
State Capitol.
 As our fi rst order of business, I was 
pleased to vote "yes" on House Bill 1, 
which corrects the appropriation to fund 

the teacher pay raise implemented last 
year. The Senate voted to pass that bill on 
January 16.
 House members closed out our second 
week of the session early last week as we 
wait for most committee appointments to 
be determined. A highlight of last week’s 
activities in the House Chamber was the 
inaugural ceremony for Mississippi’s 
65th Governor Tate Reeves. The weather 
didn’t cooperate for an outside event, so 
we were pleased to have front row seats 
to the historic happening. The week prior, 
we hosted the swearing in festivities of 
our other state-wide elected offi  cials.
 I think I can speak for my colleagues 
when I say we are all hopeful for a coop-
erative session and future with our newly 
elected offi  cials, one where the needs of 
Mississippians are put fi rst on the agenda.
 The horrible conditions in our Correc-
tions system were front and center on 

our minds and in the minds of our fellow 
citizens. It is clear that underfunding the 
system has had a huge impact on those 
conditions. We should keep in mind that 
not only are inmates being aff ected, those 
charged with keeping them safe behind 
bars are also in danger. I hope that these 
terrible events will result in a focused 
eff ort on proper funding for one of the 
most important functions of government 
– public safety. My former colleague in 
the House, Mayor George Flaggs, was 
appointed by the governor to lead the in-
vestigative task force on the issue. As a 
former chair of Corrections, Mr. Flaggs 
should be well suited to understand the 
various facets of what it will take to clean 
things up. It has been mentioned that 
Walnut Grove may be reopened to help 
house transferred inmates.
 We re-elected Rep. Phillip Gunn as 
Speaker of the House and my good friend 

Rep. Jason White as Speaker Pro Tem. At 
this writing, we are still awaiting com-
mittee assignments.
 We enjoyed learning from the various 
groups that came to the Capitol. We met 
with National Guard Major General Jan-
son D. Boyles and his leadership team, 
who gave us an update on the over 600 
members of our National Guard who are 
stationed overseas. The county super-
visors, city offi  cials and others brought 
their concerns and ideas to us, as well. 
Our local offi  cials believe that home rule 
should be emphasized,  because those 
who are closest to the ground know bet-
ter what is needed in our counties, towns, 
and communities.
 As always, if you need my help or 
have concerns, I’m only a phone call 
away. You can always contact me at 
my offi  ce at 601-469-7886 or email me 
attmiles@house.ms.gov.

Legislative Update: Kicking off  the 2020 session 
By Guest Columnist 
Mississippi 
Representative 
Tom Miles

Special to
Pelahatchie News
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GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and 
handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per 
month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for 
new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), 
ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or 
activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or 
maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services 
may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT 
Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $58.99 per month, ($2,123.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). GENERAL: For 
all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require 
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and 
Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. 
Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. 
Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect 
the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, 
FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, 
LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, 
NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of 
State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, 
RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 
PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q419

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-216-5805
Ask about same-day 

installation!
Offer Expires

January 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination

fee applies. Installation starts
at $99 with 36 monitoring
agreement. See all offer 
details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
DIGITAL CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE
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ERA names 2019-2020 class offi  cers

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy has named its 2019-2020 class offi  cers. Pictured (l to r) are the ninth- grade class 
offi  cers: Jonas Vining, president; Eli Bowman, vice-president; Judson Giordano, secretary; and Lindsey 
Watkins, treasurer.

ERA tenth grade offi  cers are pictured (l to r):  Reese Harper, president; Cole Moudy, vice-president; 
Brooke Renfroe, secretary; and Neely Hawthorne, treasurer.

ERA eleventh grade offi  cers are pictured (l to r):  Brandyn Luke, president; Brodie Rials, vice-president; 
Barron Burnham, secretary; and Brennan Rials, treasurer.

ERA twelfth grade offi  cers are pictured (l to r): Neely Brunt, president; Maile Tubbs, vice-president; Cole 
Jones, secretary; and Tyler Betts, treasurer.

FRUIT
TREES
ARE IN!!
And, it’s that time
of year for preventing
Spring/Summer weeds with
products like, Dimension, 
Balan, or Atrazine.
And, let us help you get it fertilized
with 0.20.20 or 8.24.24. Call for pricing, 601-825-5051. 

2861 Hwy. 80 E.,
Brandon, MS 39042
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First Apostolic Church
508 Heslep St.

Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Phone: 228-219-1972

Pastor:  Rev. Jerry Hamilton

Services:
Sunday - 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 am   Worship 10:30 am, 6:00 pm Wednesday Youth & Children 6:00 pm   Adults 6:30 pm

Pelahatchie
Baptist Church

www.pelahatchiebaptist.com
300 Church Street   Pelahatchie, MS  39145   601.854.8809

Please join us.
Service Times:

Sundays:
10:00 am - Sunday

11:00 am - Morning Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Wednesday:
7:00 pm - Prayer Meeting,

Adult Bible Study and
Youth “JAM” Session

EASTSIDE CHURCH
1143 Noblin Bridge Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601.260.9161

Je� Jones, Pastor

Parker Jones, 
Student Pastor

Joey White, Music

Pastor's Perspective: CRBC celebrates 20th Upward season

At Cross Roads Baptist 
Church, we are celebrat-
ing the twentieth season 
of Upward basketball. 
The records from early 

years are incomplete, but we can safely 
say that the cumulative total of players 
participating approaches 3,000, since 
we have averaged about 150 kids each 
year over the 20 years.  We have several 
second generation children playing this 
year. Those are kids who have a parent 
that also played Upward basketball at 
Cross Roads.  
 This is the seventeenth year that I 
have been involved with Upward at 
Cross Roads. So I usually spend my 
Saturdays in January and February at 
the Cross Roads’  gym, helping where 
needed and enjoying the games. My 
favorite job with Upward is serving as 
a referee for the kindergarten games. 
What fun it is to be on the court with 
these little people! Sometimes, espe-
cially at the beginning of the year, it 
seems more like herding cats than play-
ing basketball!  

 While we always have a few natural 
athletes who do very well, most of the 
children have never played basketball 
and obviously don’t know the rules nor 
have the skill sets to play correctly. But 
it always amazes me to watch each child 
improve from week to week. Granted, 
even at the end 
of the season, 
there are al-
ways one or 
two that still 
think they are 
playing foot-
ball and run all 
over the court 
carrying the 
ball!   
 I’ll always 
r e m e m b e r 
one incident 
that happened 
during a game 
a number of 
years ago. One of the little players ap-
proached me and said "Bro. John, I need 
to tell you something." He cupped his 
hand to his mouth so I knew it must be a 
secret that he wanted to share. I leaned 
over to listen and he said softly, "your 
zipper is down." I thanked him for that 

important bit of information, and, after 
verifying that it was accurate, I quickly 
corrected the situation.     
 I’ve often thought about that day, and 
the way that my little friend respond-
ed to my dilemma. He didn’t laugh or 
shout out. Nor did he point or try to 

draw attention 
to my unfortu-
nate situation, 
he quickly and 
quietly ad-
dressed the is-
sue and did so 
discreetly so as 
to not cause me 
any embarrass-
ment. 
   I think there 
are several 
important les-
sons that we 
can take away 
from that day. 

First of all, we all face issues from 
time to time that are unfortunate. I had 
no idea that my zipper was down that 
day, nor for how long that had been the 
case. Nor do I know how many other 
people may have noticed, but didn’t say 
anything. So sometimes we experience 

situations that can be uncomfortable or 
awkward.  
 There are also lessons for us in the 
way that my little friend handled the 
situation. If we notice that someone is 
in a situation that could be embarrass-
ing or potentially damaging to them, 
we should approach them discreetly to 
make them aware of what we have ob-
served. We must be careful not to draw 
undue attention to the situation, put 
them down, or otherwise make them 
feel uncomfortable. But we should ap-
proach them privately to tell them about 
the situation that they may not be aware 
of. We all need that kind of friend; one 
who will tell us the truth.
 Ephesians 4:32 instructs us to "be 
kind one to the other…" Kindness goes 
a long way toward establishing and 
maintaining peace and tranquility in 
society. And among believing people it 
is not an option! So be kind to some-
one today! Give them an encouraging 
word. Help them through a diffi  cult sit-
uation. Let them know your shoulder is 
available to lean on. Your kindness may 
change a life!  
 Be sure to take your family to church 
on Sunday. (And don’t forget to check 
your zipper!)              

By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pastor John Vaughn is shown refereeing an Upward game 
in the church’s gym this year. He is pictured in the back 
right.
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 Anticipating the cost of health care 
after you retire is much more diffi  cult 
than estimating your living expenses. 
And you have less fl exibility in manag-
ing medical bills if you become serious-
ly ill or disabled than you do in manag-
ing many of your variable costs.
 As you begin retirement planning, 
you'll want to pay particular attention to 
the health coverage available through 
your employer, if that's how you're 
insured. You need to know what will 
happen to the coverage if you retire be-
fore you’re eligible for Medicare at 65, 
whether your employer pays the cost of 
supplemental, or Medigap, coverage, 
and what arrangements you could make 
to continue health insurance if your 
spouse has been covered under your 
plan and you're eligible for Medicare 
before he or she is.
 You may want to investigate long-
term care insurance, especially if there's 
a group plan for which you're eligible. 
If you decide it's a good idea for you, 
purchasing the coverage in your late 
50s or early 60s is likely to cost less 
than waiting longer
 How Do I Make My Wishes Known?

 A living will is a document that de-
scribes the kind of medical treatment 
you want—and don't want—if you are 
terminally ill or in a permanent vegeta-
tive state (which means you're uncon-
scious, not able to communicate, and 
unlikely to get better). In writing your 
living will, you should be 
as specifi c as possible about 
the kinds of drugs and med-
ical procedures you have in 
mind and the situations under 
which they should—or should 
not be—used.
 Though almost all states ac-
cept living wills, the laws of 
each state are a little diff erent, 
so you want to be sure that the 
living will you sign meets local require-
ments.
 You should also be sure your family 
and your doctor know that you've signed 
a living will and where they can fi nd a 
copy. You don't need a lawyer to draw 
up the document, although if you're in 
the process of preparing a regular will, 
you can sign both at once, probably for 
little or no additional charge.
 A living will makes your health care 
wishes known, but it does not always 
guarantee they will be followed. Some-

one will still have to authorize treat-
ment, or make a decision not to continue 
it. You can appoint a health care agent 
or surrogate in a signed and witnessed 
document known as a health care proxy, 
or you can grant a durable power of at-
torney for healthcare to someone who 

will make the decisions you would have 
wanted.
 You should be sure to ask permission 
of the person you name and describe 
your feelings about your care in detail. 
Without understanding what you want, 
it would be very diffi  cult for your surro-
gate to see that your wishes are carried 
out. Because there are still unresolved 
legal questions about the extent of a 
surrogate's authority, it probably makes 
sense to get legal advice in preparing 

these documents.
 Gradual Retirement
 An alternative to moving abruptly 
from working one day to retirement 
the next may be working gradually less 
over a period of time.
 Gradual, or phased, retirement can 
take diff erent forms. You might reduce 
the number of days you work each 
week—from fi ve to four to three—or 
the number of hours a day. Or you might 
fi nd a new job with a fl exible schedule.
 There may be some roadblocks to 
staying where you are. Qualifi ed em-
ployer plans have strict rules limiting 
your ability to collect retirement in-
come while you're still employed at the 
same company. Your reduced schedule 
would have to provide enough income 
for you to maintain your standard of 
living if you didn't want to begin tap-
ping your retirement savings.
 If retiring slowly sounds appealing, 
it's probably smart to start investigating 
your alternatives sooner rather than lat-
er. If your employer values your work, 
he or she may consider rehiring you as 
an independent contractor or consultant 
or fi nd some other way to keep you on 
board. But you'll probably have to take 
the initiative.

Critical Retirement Choices-Paying for Health Care

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5815, TTY:711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Appliances Furnished  •  Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities  •  HUD vouchers accepted

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

Special to Pelahatchie News

It's Mardi Gras Y'all

Krewe De Roux
Festival

February 22 | 11:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

February 21 | 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Parade & Block Party

Gumbo Festival

Southern Komfort Brass Band & The Band U.S.

Gumbo tasting, Kid Zone, Food Trucks, & more!

Contact the Rankin County Chamber for more Information
(601) 825-2268

Brandon Amphitheater

Downtown Brandon

YOUR JOURNEY FROM
MOURNING TO JOY

If you’ve lost someone close to you, or know someone 
who has, please call us to �nd out more information 
about our weekly GriefShare seminar/support group. 
We know it hurts, and we want to help.

GRIEF RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP

(601) 546-2297
Cross Roads Baptist Church

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pastor helps build PHS lockers

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pastor David White of Pelahatchie Baptist Church helped build lockers for both the girls and boys bas-
ketball teams. Pelahatchie High School (PHS) students in Bob Robinson’s Ag /Shop Class helped build 
the boys’ lockers for Coach Lavadius Lyes, boys’ basketball coach. Pastor White had personally already 
built the girls’ lockers for Coach Alexia Jones, the girls’ coach. Pictured (l to r), left, with the lockers are: 
David White, Morgan Dawson, Caleb Moore, and Greg Beeman. The bottom photo features students 
who helped. Pictured (l to r) front row, are:  Kenner Doster, Hayden Huff , Madelyn Cain, Marie Valentine, 
and McKinley Goodin; and back row: Lucas Jordan, Ethan White, Jacob Davidson, Caden Stansberry, 
Levi Goldman, Colten Nickles, and Jake Warren.


