
 Catherine Teh and Katelyn Harrison 
were named East Rankin Academy’s 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian, respec-
tively.
 Teh was also named as East Rankin 
Academy’s (ERA) STAR Student for the 
2015-2016 school year by the Mississip-
pi Economic Council’s M.B. Swayze 
Educational Foundation, sponsor of the 
STAR Program. The East Rankin Acad-
emy senior also earned Valedictorian 
honors.
 Teh served as Senior Service Chair 
of the National Honor Society. She was 
a member Mu Alpha Theta (Mississip-
pi’s Mathematics Honorary Society), 
First Tech Robotics, History and Sci-
ence Quiz Bowl Teams, and Mississippi 

College Math and Science Tournament 
Team. She plans to attend the University 
of Mississippi. 
 Teh chose Mrs. Renee Tullos of Bran-
don as her STAR Teacher.  She and Mrs. 
Tullos were honored on April 28 during 
the annual Education Celebration at the 
Jackson Convention Center.
 Harrison was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta 
(Mississippi’s Mathematics Honor Soci-
ety), ACT Academic Team, ACT 30 or 
Above Team, Subject Award Winner in 
Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, and Bible and 
Mississippi College Math and Science 
Tournament. She was also on the var-
sity fast-pitch soccer team and received 
the Blitz 16/BankPlus Scholar Athlete 
Award.  Harrison will attend Millsaps 
University on a Presidential Scholarship.

Jonathan Stringer 
106 Office Park Dr.
Brandon, MS 39042

(601) 724-1919
jstringer@alfains.com
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Katelyn Harrison, East Rankin Academy 2016 
salutatorian (Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

White and Irvin get PHS' top honors

Teh and Harrison earn East Rankin’s top honors

Catherine Teh, East Rankin Academy 2016 
valedictorian (Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

Special to The Pelahatchie News

 Kevin Poole grew up in Pelahatchie, 
attended East Rankin Academy and 
made his home in his hometown. He 
served with the Rankin County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce for 15 years prior to joining the 
Pelahatchie Police Department (PPD) in 
2015.
 Poole was sworn in as Pelahatchie's 
new Police Chief at the Board Meeting 
on May 9, but the offi cial pinning cere-
mony was held May 16 at the Commu-
nity Center, where his family, friends 
and colleagues offi cially welcomed him. 
His parents, Terri and Stephen Poole of 
the Shiloh community, his wife, Jenni-
fer, and his son, Marshall, 9, were part 
of the ceremony.
 "We are pleased to be able to promote 
Kevin to chief,” said Mayor Knox Ross. 
"We have full confi dence in him and our 
offi cers to take good care of our citizens. 
While we miss Chief Glenda greatly, 
having Kevin already in the department 
will result in a smooth transition, and we 
look forward to many years of having 
Kevin serve and protect our citizens."
    Dan Boyce, headmaster at East 
Rankin Academy, agrees. "We are grate-

ful for the leadership of Chief Shoemak-
er for so many, many years, and we look 
forward to Chief Poole and his dedica-
tion."
 East Rankin presented Chief Poole 
with a resolution on May 20 acknowl-

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Kaci Lynn White, Pelahatchie High School 2016 
valedictorian (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Sheldon Irvin, Pelahatchie High School 2016 sa-
lutatorian (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

 Kaci Lynn White was named vale-
dictorian at Pelahatchie High School. 
She holds a GPA of 97.68. White was 
a member of the Beta Club and the 
softball team. She also participated in 
the Rankin Youth Leadership program, 
and was recognized for having ACT 
High Honors and is being inducted 
into the Pelahatchie High School Hall 

of Fame. White was also selected as a 
Blitz 16 Scholar Athlete this year.  She 
has been accepted into early entry phar-
macy school and the honors college at 
Ole Miss.
 Scheldon Irvin was named salutato-
rian with a GPA of 97.07. Irvin was a 
member of the Beta club, SADD club, 
and was on the yearbook staff. He was 
also on the football and powerlifting 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

continued on page 2

Chief Poole sworn in (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

New police chief right at home

continued on page 2
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edging the department’s work during the 
April manhunt in town. He said, "The 
men and women of the PPD are stead-
fast in their commitment and dedication 
to the people of this community and we 
are, indeed, grateful. Their concern for 
the citizens is displayed every day in 
their bravery and self-sacrifi ce."
 The PPD has 12 police offi cers, 
counting part-time, according to Poole. 

He is also working with reserve certif-
icate police offi cers who are willing to 
donate their time because they love the 
community.
 "I have many goals for the department 
that I will lay out soon," said Poole, "but 
I am dedicated to building relationships 
with kids now to stop bad behavior. It 
starts with the kids. I will be partnering 
with both schools."

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

continued from page 1

New police chief right at home Cross Roads selling "A Century in 
the Making" anniversary cookbook

 
 Cross Roads Baptist 
Church will celebrate its one 
hundredth anniversary in July. 
In honor of this milestone, the 
church has compiled a new 
cookbook, which includes 
recipes from past members as 
well as current members.
 The cookbooks sell for $10 
each and can be purchased in 
the church offi ce or at Cross 
Roads Store and Grill, which 
is located across from the 
church on Hwy 43 South.

Special to The Pelahatchie 
News

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

White and Irvin get PHS' top honors
continued from page 1

teams throughout high school. He par-
ticipated in the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Seminar and Mississippi 
American Legion Boys State. Plus, he 
was recognized for having ACT High 

Honors and is being inducted into 
the Pelahatchie High School Hall of 
Fame. He plans to attend Alcorn State 
University and major in physical thera-
py.
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LAST WEEKEND, I  SEALED
MY MANUFACTURED HOME 
AND STOPPED MY
WALLET FROM LEAKING.

I  had no idea how much of my money 

was leaking out of my manufactured home. 

Until I  saw it for myself. After a few things 

like caulk, insulation and skirting, now my 

manufactured home is a lot more comfortable. 

About $585 per year more comfortable. What 

can you do? Find out how the litt le changes 

add up at TogetherWeSave.com. TOGE THERWESAVE .COM

W W W.SPEPA .COM

 "Duke’s was Gene’s dream," said 
Carol Duke. "He had the food experi-
ence and cooked the steaks with his se-
cret steak sauce."
 After 20 years, Duke’s Steakhouse 
is known in Central Mississippi for its 
food and service. People drive from 30-
50 miles or more for its steaks and hos-
pitality. Though Gene passed away two 
years ago, his wife, Carol, still runs the 
place, with the help of her two daugh-
ters, Lynn and Judy, the main waitress 
and restaurant manager, respectively.  
Carol’s sister, Shirley, also helps as ca-
shier.
 The Dukes moved to Mississippi 
from Dallas in the 1990s hoping to open 
a small restaurant. Gene operated seven 
meat markets in Dallas and knew the 
food business. They lived in White Oak 
and worked with her sister and brother-
in-law, Alene and Bill, at their restau-
rant, Styron’s, in Brandon for about a 
year and a half before buying Penning-
ton’s Snack Bar in Pelahatchie in 1996.
 Duke said that, when they started, 
they served breakfast and lunch from 5 
a.m. to 2 p.m., then remodeled until 8 or 

9 at night. They stopped serving break-
fast after six or seven months because of 
the long hours, she said, and moved to 
Pelahatchie, which helped. The biggest 
challenge of running a restaurant, ac-
cording to Duke, is fi nding good help.
 Duke’s is known for its fresh Angus 
meat cooked just right, plus Gene’s se-
cret steak sauce, and its good customer 
service. It also has the unique 72-ounce 
steak challenge that guarantees the cus-
tomer that the steak is free if all the steak 
is eaten. Carol said many have tried 
throughout the years, but only seven 
people have fi nished it all.
 In 2015, Dukes remodeled the front of 
the restaurant because a customer drove 
through the front door. No one was hurt, 
but Duke’s in Pelahatchie made national 
news. It was the talk of the town.
 The Dukes have fi ve children, 15 
grandchildren and 13 great grandchil-
dren, with one expected in July. They are 
located in Mississippi, Texas and Okla-
homa.
 "We have grown to love our cus-
tomers and appreciate the community 
for supporting us all these years," said 
Duke. "We have a great menu and a 
lunch buffet, so come see us."

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Duke's is going strong at 20-years-old

The Dukes Gang with Gene Duke, far right, who started the restaurant in 1996 with his wife Carol (cen-
ter). (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Suzanne Coats 83 Madison, MS 5/2/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jerry Hamm 73 Lake, MS 5/1/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Douglas Harrison 57 Morton, MS 5/17/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Ecclesiastes Johnson 60 Forest, MS 5/12/16 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Ernest Traxler 88 Morton, MS 5/2/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements

        

Summer Reading Programs @ 11:00 a.m. each Tuesday:
June 7 - CMRLS Puppets, June 14 - Dianne Butler, Storyteller,

June 21 - Let’s Zumba!, June 28 - Martial Arts Mania

Lunch with Author John Shivers
Thursday, June 30, 12:30 p.m.  Bring a lunch; dessert & drink provided.

Numerous activities inside the library this summer.  
Stop by our cool library on one of the dog days of summer

and enjoy some fun, free entertainment!
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Dr. Bryan Marshall was awarded Principal of the Year for PHS’s achievements in literacy growth. Dr. 
Marshall, right, is pictured with Mrs. Voncille Anderson, lead literacy teacher. (Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

PHS recognized for literacy achievements

 Pelahatchie High School (PHS) 
was recognized with a national litera-
cy achievement award in May for the 
school’s lexile growth by the Achieve 
3000 international literacy program.  Dr. 
Bryan Marshall was also named a prin-
cipal of the year for the Rankin County 
School District.
 Dr. Marshall emphasizes literacy in 
all aspects of education. He has incor-
porated a lexile growth chart to mea-
sure of reading comprehension in every 
classroom, and even posted the goal of 
1185 on pole posters in the parking lot. 
With a score of 1185, students may be 
eligible for a scholarship, or they may 
get a job making $20,000 to $40,000 a 

year.
 "Everything students do revolves 
around literacy," said Marshall. "Read-
ing comprehension enhances the ability 
to do math and science."
 PHS recognized the top achievers ei-
ther in most growth in one year or most 
activities completed with 75% or higher 
accuracy.  Matthew Day was awarded 
for the most points of growth in one 
year with 650 points at a 93% average 
score leading the district.
 "Every grade grew a minimum of 58 
points this year," said Marshall, "even 
the seventh and eighth graders, many of 
whom have grown 75 lexile points since 
January, or have achieved the target for 
College and Career Readiness for their 
grade. They worked hard this year!"

By Susie A. Wolfe
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H & H Electrical, L.L.C.
397 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

O�  ce: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378

Brian HallKevin Hall

Kennedy Lawns
“Where quality matters.”

911 Stegall Rd.
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

June is National Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Month. During the warm summer 
months many fresh fruits and vegetables are at their peak. So take advantage 
and make an e�ort to include more fruits and vegetables into your family’s diet.

• Start early: Top your morning breakfast cereal with fresh berries, bananas, or  
 peaches for added �avor and nutrition.
• Add some crisp lettuce leaves and juicy tomato slices to a sandwich or wrap.
• Kids love foods they can “dip,” so encourage them to dip their veggies in a   
 delicious, healthy fresh tomato salsa.
• Keep fresh veggies and fruits on a platter in the refrigerator so kids (and you!)  
 can grab some any time—cooling o� by the pool, reading a book, or cooking  
 dinner.
• Go to a farmers’ market to �nd the freshest, in-season produce.
• Plant your own garden—or just a small tomato plant on the back porch. There’s  
 nothing quite like homegrown fruits and vegetables.
• Have some dessert! Fruits are full of natural sweetness—the perfect way to   
 round out a meal.
  
Eating fruits and vegetables may reduce your risk of cancer, diabetes, and many 
other diseases.

ERA recognizes police effort

Dan Boyce, headmaster at East Rankin Academy on the left, presented a resolution to Police Chief 
Kevin Poole and Mayor Knox Ross on May 20 to acknowledge their gratitude for the P.P.D.'s protection 
during the recent 48-hour manhunt in our town.  The department’s concern for Pelahatchie citizens is 
displayed every day in their bravery and self-sacrifi ce, the resolution stated. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

 Eles Renfroe is Pelahatchie High 
School’s (PHS) 2016 Teacher of the 
Year. She taught senior English IV, ju-
nior English III and junior ACT prep. 
For the upcoming 2016-2017 year, she 
will be the school’s librarian, which is 
appropriate for the 19-year teaching 
veteran.
 "Choosing what to teach was super 
easy," said Renfroe. "I would teach En-
glish, because I wanted to share with 
students my love of reading."
 Renfroe has a set of bookcases in 
her classroom that hold top classics and 
books that appeal to young adults. It is 
her goal to start students reading books 
on topics of high interest to them, like 
the fantasy book series Twilight or 
Hunger Games. She would even give 
them time to read in class.
 She started her teaching career in 
Mansfi eld, Texas, which is near Ar-
lington, where she spent six years. 
Then, she taught Brandon ninth grad-
ers English and Honors English for six 
years. After teaching tenth-and elev-
enth-grade English for one year at East 
Rankin Academy, Renfroe started at 

PHS, where she has been for the past 
seven years.
 A graduate of Carthage High School, 
Renfroe attended college at East Cen-
tral Community College, the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi and Mis-
sissippi College, where she received a 
Master’s degree in English.
 Renfroe and her husband, Daniel, 
live in Pulaski with their two daugh-
ters, Brenna, 14, and Laura, 11.

Eles Renfroe named 
PHS Teacher of the Year

Eles Renfroe (Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

By: Susie A. Wolfe

 Family Medical Clinic is now lo-
cated at 1205 Second Street, two 
buildings east of Duke’s Steakhouse. 
The new offi ce opened on May 10.  
The clinic was located on Brooks 

Street, but closed due to structural 
problems.
 The offi ce personnel, including Dr. 
Nash, have been working in other of-
fi ces in Brandon, Pearl and Flowood.  
Contact the offi ce at 601-854-6085 to 
make an appointment.

Family Medical Clinic moves offi ce
Special to The Pelahatchie News

Start advertising with
The Pelahathie News today 

with rates as low as $29.
Call (601) 566-1932, ext. 2
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Retro Table

Basketball Chair - 99

COUNTRY BOYS  APPLIANCE & FURNITURE
1200 East Second St.  •  601-759-5037  •  Hours: Mon. - Sat., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Car Bed - $294

DELIVERY IS NOW AVAILABLE!

Twin Bed

New specials:
Rustic 50” TV Stand - $289.99  •  Baby Beds

Flooring  •  Hardwood Floors  •  Grills
(Note: electronics available through order)

Desk

1200 East Second St.  

Appliances

also available by

Crosley Appliance

by Whirlpool

&

Refrigerators by

Fridgidaire

Come see
Cameron Hedgepeth

today!

As the largest independently owned 
staffi  ng service in Mississippi, we 
can customize a wide range of 
soluti ons for our clients and provide 
a plethora of opportuniti es for our 
employees. We’re large enough to 
provide services to big corporati ons 
but just the right size for smaller 
companies, too.

STAY LOCAL. SEE RESULTS.

Why take your business or your skills anywhere 
else? As the leading independent staffi  ng agency 
in the market, we consistently att ract the 
fi nest candidates and match them with the best 
companies in the area. And because we’ve always 
been locally owned, you’ll be dealing with staffi  ng 
experts who are invested in, and responsive to, the 
local business community.

IF YOU’RE 
READY TO GET ON 
BOARD, CONTACT 

US TODAY!

www.tempstaff.net

JACKSON 601-353-4200 | CANTON 601-859-8860 | MCCOMB 601-250-0800

Whether you’re looking 
for work or need 
employees, we can 
assist you with a variety 
of positi ons, including:

- forklift
- assembly
- warehouse
- janitorial

- administrative
- call center
- accounting & � nance
- marketing & sales
 and much more...

 Six instructors will teach summer 
school at Pelahatchie High School May 
25 – June 10, which includes an ACT 
boot camp. Students will then have the 
opportunity to take the ACT on June 11.
 According to Dr. Bryan Marshall, 
other activities that the summer staff 
will be doing involve campus beautifi -
cation and facility maintenance, includ-
ing:
•  Planting approximately 70 knock-

out roses around the campus
•  Painting press box and band tower, 

fencing siding at softball fi eld
•  Painting courtyard in front of the 

gym and hall doors
•  Practice for marching band--40 

kids in varsity band 20 in beginner
•  Upgrading baseball dugout/back-

stop
•  Painting the fi eldhouse and con-

cession stand
•  Replacing facial boards at the 

fi eldhouse

PHS sets summer projects
By Susie A. Wolfe
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 Shane Sanders and his wife, Robin 
White Sanders, have 38 years combined 
investment in Pelahatchie education, not 
counting her 12 years attending school 
at Pelahatchie Attendance Center, or the 
fact that their daughters are currently 
students.
 "It’s home," she said. "It was diffi cult 
to leave this place, so we take advantage 
of every opportunity we have to give 
back so we are still connected."
 Shane, originally from Florence, 
spent 21 years at Pelahatchie Attendance 
Center before becoming Assistant Su-
perintendent of Support Services for the 
Rankin County School Board (RCSD) 
in 2014. He served as principal for eight 
years and prior to that was assistant 
principal for fi ve years and agriculture 
instructor and baseball coach for eight 
years. 
 The RCSD has over of 19,000 stu-
dents on 28 campuses. His current po-

sition is responsible for building and 
grounds, new project construction, trans-
portation, sixteenth section management, 
drug testing, insurance and Frontiers. 
  
 Robin was a Pelahatchie Elementary 
School teacher for 14 years and interven-
tionist for three years before becoming 
District K-12 Academic Interventionist 
and Dyslexia Coordinator for RCSD. 
Her position creates plans and evaluates 
data to determine the best course of ac-
tion for students who are performing be-
low grade level academically, which she 
estimates is 30-40 percent of students in 
the district.
 "I benefi tted greatly from Pela-
hatchie’s small school setting on both 
an academic and personal level because 
of the relationships built with teachers. 
They not only expected me to learn and 
do my best, they expected me to do 
what’s right. I want nothing more than 
for our own children to have the oppor-
tunity to build positive relationships with 

the teachers 
at Pelahatchie 
Schools," said 
Robin. 
 The Sand-
ers two daugh-
ters, Payton, 
10, and Rea-
gan, 13, have 
just been pro-
moted to the 
fi fth and eighth 
grades respec-
tively. Payton 
Club and the gifted program. Reagan is 
also a member of the Jr. Beta Club, and 
plays sports at Pelahatchie High School.
 Though his offi ce is in Brandon, 
Shane and Robin have continued proj-
ects that Shane started as principal, in-
cluding providing a senior breakfast to 
each of the sports teams at the end of the 
season, and conducting an ACT Draw-
down for $100 four times a year to en-
courage higher scores. They also support 

the FFA end of the year cookout.
 The Sanders have also started the 
Carter-Gray Honorary Scholarship of 
$500 in honor of Johnny Carter and Bil-
ly Guy Gray. This year’s recipient, Zach 
Thompson, was presented the award at 
the May 17 graduation ceremony.
 "Pelahatchie schools will always be 
near and dear to our hearts," said Shane. 
"Just like our goal for RCSD, we will 
continue to work to take Pelahatchie 
from great to best."

Shane and Robin Sanders are still working to improve Pelahatchie education
By: Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

Shiloh UMC wishes to congratulate
the Class of 2016!  You did it!!

East Rankin Academy
Dylan Edwards, James Flickner, Joseph Macon, Carolyn Nickles,

Hannah Rhodes, Peyton Rhodes, Clay Sanders, Elizabeth Tuttle, and Coltan Wo�ord

Pelahatchie High School
Ashlyn Elliott, and Anthony Wadsworth

Brandon High School
Chance Hebert, Eric Henderson, Thomas McKay, and Parker Schmidt

Shiloh UMC wishes to congratulate
the Class of 2016!  You did it!!

East Rankin Academy
Dylan Edwards, James Flickner, Joseph Macon, Carolyn Nickles,

Hannah Rhodes, Peyton Rhodes, Clay Sanders, Elizabeth Tuttle, and Coltan Wo�ord

Pelahatchie High School
Ashlyn Elliott, and Anthony Wadsworth

Brandon High School
Chance Hebert, Eric Henderson, Thomas McKay, and Parker Schmidt

Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

T H E  P L A C E  T O  P R O S P E RT H E  P L A C E  T O  P R O S P E R

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES

is a member of Jr. Beta

LOCAL MORTGAGE LENDERS

lendtheway.com

NMLS# 199464
NMLS# 70876

LOCAL MORTRTR GA

lendthewa

NMLS# 199464
NMLS# 70876

STACEY
McCRORY

487-5366
APPLY TODAY!

Congratulations graduates of East Rankin 
Academy and Pelahatchie High School!
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Congratulations 
to the Class of 2016!  
You have made it.  
You have graduated! 
So now what?  Grad-
uation may mark the 

end of high school, but it is only the 
next step in the journey of life. Many 
of you fi nd yourself at a crossroads - 
college, military, work force, or some-
thing else. So which one should you 
choose?  Allow me to offer a word of 
wisdom:
 Proverbs 4:23 tells us that our 
"heart is the source of life." The Bible 
uses "the heart" to describe our desires, 
hopes, ambitions, dreams, motivations, 
and passions. God has given each of 
you unique passions. Ever wondered 

why some subjects, activities, or cir-
cumstance interested you; while others 
bored you to tears?
 Those interests come from God 
and are given to you for a purpose. God 
has wired you to do what you love. Be-
cause of this, you will be good at what 
you love to do. If you don’t care about 
a task, you will not excel at.
 Those who achieve much in their 
fi eld are those who do it out of passion, 
not duty or profi t. When you do what 
you love, no one has to motivate you or 

check up on you. 
 Examine the passions of your 
heart. What does it say about who are?  
Consider how those passions might 
be used for God’s glory. As you seek 
to take the next step, ask: "What is my 
passion?" Choose your passion wisely, 
and pursue it with all your heart.  
 Editor's Note: Leslie Trigg is a "Je-
sus freak" and "comic book geek" with 
a black belt in Taekwondo. Trigg serves 
as Youth Minister at Shiloh UMC and 
instructor at Fusion Martial Arts.

So now what?
By: Leslie Trigg, 
Youth Minister, Shiloh 
Methodist Church

Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

Pelahatchie High School Graduating Class of 2016

East Rankin Academy Graduating Class of 2016

The 2016 Pelahatchie High School graduating class includes: Abby Elaine Bouslay, Margaret Grace Bowman, Antonio Buckner, Jr., Abigail Rene Conn, Samantha Bree Conn, Lindsey Marie Cook, Jerrett, Kayl 
Edwards, Ashlyn Renae Elliott, Chelsea Morgan Evans, Heriberto Felix, Alana Mackenzie Goss, Ryley Megan Green, James Alvin Grice, Christina Ann Hamilton, Marlo JaMarion Hardy, Zachary Tyler Harper, 
MiAngela Unique Harvey, Alexis Audrianna Hobson, William Scott Houston, Chet Bailey Hudson, Jalen Juwan Hurst, Scheldon Denard Irvin, Jeremy David Jefferson, Alexus Diane Johnson, Joseph Austin 
Johnson, Rebecca Hope Kennedy, DaChawn Jejuan Kincaid, Terry Terrell Lee, Johnathan Dakota Maddox, Kaylen Renay Matthews, Talieeka Ti'Yahn Monee' Mazique, Emily Erin McMillan, Kyeesha LaMonica 
Melvin, Emily Grace Morgan, Kameron Lynn Morris, Jessica Payton Moulder, Dwaun Eulance Patterson, Tabitha Hope Phillips, Karen Lacey Pittman, Zachary Coleman Rust, Kayla L Tadlock, Taquila Titania 
Taylor-Beeman, Zachary Paul Thompson, April Alize Ticer, Austin Gray Vancor, Anthony Thomas Wadsworth, Lexie Rayvon Walker, Jacob Tyler Watkins, Kelsey Masha Watson, Dylan Ted White and Kaci Lynn 
White. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

The 2016 East Rankin Academy graduating class includes: Abbey Armstrong, Jessica Aycock, Madison Bradford, Olivia Burton, Garrett Busby, Chloe Cunningham, Austin Davis, Seth Dearman, Dylan Edwards, 
Elora Estep, Madeline Ezelle, Paxton Fisher, James Flickner, Jadi Gibbs, Bo Giordano, Sam Gunn, Will Gunn, Tanner Guy, Wade Hall, Katelyn Harrison, Dusty Hines, Tanner Hutchins, David Jefcoat, Brooke 
Knight, Jack Langford, Joseph Macon, Chris Marin, Zach Nettles, Carolyn Nickles, Bryce Overby, Michaela Phillips, Walker Phillips, Adrienne Pittman, Alex Polk, Hannah Rhodes, Peyton Rhodes, Forrest 
Russell, Clay Sanders, Emilee Sawyer, Victoria Shoemaker, John Henry Smith, Matt Stanton, Trace Sugg, Jordan Tadlock, Catherine Teh, Elizabeth Tuttle, Addison Walsh, Coltan Wofford and Lexie Worsham. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Debris Removal • Sawmill

Underbrushing • Firewood

Free
Estimates!

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

4 year olds raise money for St. Jude’s

Mrs. Sirmon's 4-year-old kindergarten class had an end-of-the-year picnic with ice cream and watermelon. The class also got to ride their bikes for a class project, where they raised $300 for St. Jude's Trike-a-
thon. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)
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 Approximately 70 cars participated 
in the tenth annual Crooked Creek Car 
Show at Muscadine Park on May 21.  
The show is held annually, with pro-
ceeds going to the Pelahatchie Lions 
Club to help provide glasses and hear-
ing aids for local families, according to 
President Gary Windham.
 Awards given at the event included 
Best of Show Truck, which was given 
to Charlie and Marcia Brown of Bran-
don; Best of Show Car, won by Bar-
bara Eldridge of Brandon; Longest 

Distance, won by Kevin Fant of Hat-
tiesburg; Lion’s Choice Car, won by 
Cindy Robertson of Pelahatchie, and 
Lion’s Choice Truck, won by Art Todd 
of Terry.
 The Top Eight trucks as voted on 
by the participants included Buddy 
Hillard, Charlie Harrison, Hulon and 
Kaye Slay, Junior McBride, Charles 
Dean, Charlie and Marcia Brown, Glen 
McCoy and Gary Blackmon. The Top 
Eight cars winners were Richard Mor-
ris, Barbara Eldridge, Gary Mayo, Lau-
ra Mayo, Sam Hupperich, Eric Knight, 
Tommy Marshall and John Bolden.

Crooked Creek Car Show held May 21

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Winners at the tenth annual Crooked Creek Car Show include front row, l to r, Art Todd, John Bolden, 
Cindy Robertson, Barbara Eldridge, Sam Hupperich and Kevin Fant.  Second row, l to r, Richard Morris, 
Charlie Brown, Marcia Brown, Laura Mayo, Gary Mayo and Charlie Harrison. (Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

DON’T LET TAX SEASON STRESS YOU OUT.

GET YOUR 0% INTEREST LOAN valued up to $1,500*

We’ll prepare and �le your taxes and you can get a 0% interest loan* the same day!

Check out our full service o�ering and schedule
your tax appointment at WorldFilesTaxes.com

or visit a location near you.

315 Crossgates Blvd., Ste. 1
Brandon  •  (601) 825-2434

901 Lakeland Place, Ste. 8
Flowood  •  (601) 992-4070

*Get up to a $1,500.00, 0% interest loan.  The 0% interest loan is not a Refund Anticipation Loan and is o�ered only at World Acceptance Corporation

Other restrictions may apply.  All loans are subject to approval, terms and conditions.  See branch for details.

Craig Slay
craig.slay@palmerslay.com

Chris Palmer
chris.palmer@palmerslay.com

601-724-1870
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite F (39042)

P.O. Box 896
Brandon, MS 39043-0896



Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

Celebrating 100 Years of Ministry
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New Hunter 2 or 4 Wheel
Alignment Machine

Starting at $69.99 plus tax

New Tire Changer
Up to 24" Rims  

NEW
We balance tires!

NEW

Tire and
Alignment

 

 

 

 Terry and Lanette Williams 
of Brandon announce the 
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Kelsey Jane Williams, to 
Charles Avery Nobles, son of 
Charlotte and the late Charles 

Nobles of Morton.
 Kelsey is a graduate of Bran-
don High School and Missis-
sippi College with a Bachelor's 
degree in Mathematics and a 
minor in Secondary Education. 
She teaches eighth grade math 
and ninth grade Algebra I at 
Pelahatchie High School.
 Avery attended Morton 
High School and Pelahatchie 
High School. He received a 
Bachelor's degree in Special 
Education from the University 
of Southern Mississippi and a 
Master's degree in Education-
al Leadership from Mississip-
pi College. He is currently the 
principal at Bettye Mae Jack 
Middle School in Morton.
 Kelsey and Avery will ex-
change vows on Saturday, July 
2, 2016, at McClain Lodge in 
Brandon. After honeymooning 
at a resort in Cancun, the cou-
ple will reside in Morton.

Williams – Noble to wed July 2

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News



Pastor's perspective: who stands ready to help all?  
This year, Cross 

Roads Baptist Church, 
where I have the priv-

ilege of serving as pastor, is celebrat-
ing its centennial. Many things have 
changed in the hundred years since 18 
faithful believers gathered together for 
the purpose of organizing a new Baptist 
Church to serve the Cross Roads com-
munity. 
 As a Church, Cross Roads has 
grown, and those 18 charter members 
would certainly be amazed at the fruit 
that has been produced because of their 
step of faith. The fi rst meeting place 
was inside the building of Cross Roads 
School. A church building was soon 
erected to house worship services for 
the new Church. That building was re-
placed some years later, and the church 
moved into the current facility in 1989.  
 This being the Centennial year, the 
Church decided to make some need-
ed improvements and upgrades to the 
building and facilities. One area that 
is being addressed is making repairs 
to the driveway and expanding the 
parking near the Church building. The 
needs were studied, and a plan was de-
veloped. Bids were received, contrac-

tors were chosen and fi nancing was se-
cured. Finally, the work began.
 It was known that there were buried 
phone and electrical lines in the area 
of the construction. The appropriate 
efforts were made to identify exactly 
where those lines were buried so that 
care could be taken to not cut any of the 
lines. With the phone line, we received 
excellent cooperation from the phone 
company. The underground drainage 
pipe that we wanted to install actually 
crossed the phone line in three plac-
es. But because of the precautions that 
were taken, the pipe was installed, and 
no phone lines were broken in the pro-
cess.  
 We also knew the location of the 
electrical lines, since members of the 
church had actually put them in the 
ground to provide electricity to our 
parking lot lighting. But even though 

the lines were marked, and care was 
taken, the machinery operator broke 
the line at several different points. He 
was so focused on his task of removing 
the excess dirt and grading what was 
left that he failed to be careful enough 
around those electrical lines.   
 While we knew about the electri-
cal and phone lines, we were surprised 
when the backhoe operator was digging 
away and all of a sudden water be-
gan spewing from the ground. He had 
hit an underground water pipe that no 
one knew was there! It was then that 
we realized that the water line provid-
ed water to the bathrooms on that side 
of our building. After that initial break 
in the line was repaired, the effort was 
made to fi nd exactly where the line ran, 
so that care could be taken not to hit it 
again. But, it was actually broken sev-
eral more times!  

 That construction project and the 
utility lines offer us some valuable 
spiritual lessons. (1) In living life, it is 
important to make plans.  And in doing 
so, we must consider issues that might 
need extra care or precaution. Often, 
problems can be avoided if appropri-
ate measures are taken, just like with 
the phone lines. (2) Sometimes we can 
encounter problems, even though we 
are aware of the possibility and take 
precautions to avoid them, like with the 
electrical lines. (3) Sometimes prob-
lems can come up and catch us by sur-
prise, like the water lines.
  The issues with the utility lines and 
our parking lot will all be resolved in 
time.  Those with experience and ex-
pertise will make sure of that. The work 
will go on, and the fi nished product will 
be better than what we started with. 
 So it is with life. Some problems 
can be avoided with care and planning.  
Others will happen even though effort 
is made to avoid them. And still other 
issues will catch us by surprise. But 
there is One who stands ready to help 
us through any issue we face in life. 
He is the Lord, and He will help you 
get through those diffi cult times you 
encounter as you go through life. Trust 
Him, and let Him work on your life, 
and it will be better than it was before.

By: John Vaughn, Pastor, 
Cross Roads Baptist Church 
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Construction to Cross Road Baptis's parking lot (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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Milltown Minutes
 The spring baseball and softball 
season is coming to an end at Mill-
town Park. We were so blessed to 
have roughly 150 kids that partici-
pated. We hope that our youth base-
ball and softball program grows 
bigger and better every season. The 
Moms of Milltown continue to be 
active in helping with community 
events. The Moms provided lunch 
to Pelahatchie Police Department 
as our thanks for National Police 

Week. Thank you cards and ban-
ners were provided to the offi -
cers by students at Pelahatchie Ele-
mentary. Movie at Milltown Park is 
scheduled for Tuesday night, June 
14 at 7 p.m. We will be show-
ing the movie Home. Admission 
to the park and movie is free. 
 Be sure to bring your chair or 
blanket. For $8, you will receive a 
hot dog, popcorn, chips, cookie, and 
a drink, or you can buy these items 
individually for $2 each. No out-
side food or drinks allowed, please.

By Jennifer Poole

Two PHS students get 
softball scholarships

PHS athletes Abby Bouslay and Becca Kennedy are shown signing scholarships to become Holmes 
Bulldogs and continue their softball careers. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

601-624-1770
Rusty Varner - Owner

Buy or rent to own as low as $69.21 down
and $69.21 per month plus tax.

No security deposit  •  No credit check  •  No slab needed

3552 Hwy. 18 S
Brandon, MS 39042

7 miles south on Hwy. 18 from Interstate 20

Derksen Portable
Buildings

FREE delivery & setup

12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A 
Brandon, MS 39042

601.724.1435

Your local real estate agents.

Samantha Roper
601-906-8527

Samantha@hopperms.com

Charlene Burrage
601-750-1709

Charlene@hopperms.com
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•   Briggs & Stratton Intek Single Cylinder Engine
•   Fast CVT
•   Cruise Control
•   Fender-mounted Cutting Height Adjustment
•   Ergonomic Seats/Steering Wheel
•   Manual Blade Engagement
•   Air Induction Mowing Technology
•   Stamped Deck
•   Cast Iron Front Axle
•   Powder-coated Cutting Deck
•   Anti-scalp Wheels
•   Deck Wash Port
•   Cup Holder

42” Cut •  18.5HP
$149995

YTA18542

Payments As Low As
$51 per month

46” Cut •  22HP
$149995

YTH22V46

•   Briggs & Stratton Intek V-Twin Engine
•   Pedal-operated Hydrostatic Transmission
•   Cruise Control
•   Step-through
•   Fender-mounted Cutting Height Adjustment
•   Ergonomic Seats/Steering Wheel
•   Air Induction Mowing Technology
•   Manual Blade Engagement
•   Stamped Deck
•   Cast Iron Front Axle
•   Hour Meter with Service Minder
•   Anti-scalp Wheels
•   Deck Wash Port
•   Cup Holder

•   Briggs & Stratton Intek V-Twin engine
•   Fast CVT
•   Electric Blade Engagement
•   Cruise Control
•   Step-through
•   Fender-mounted Cutting
   Height Adjustment
•   Ergonomic Seats
•   Reinforced Deck

48” Cut •  18.5HP
$199995

YTA24V48

Payments As Low As
$51 per month

$199995
YTH18K46

•   18.5 V-Twin Kawasaki Engine
•   46” cut / 18.5 hp
•   Hydrostatic Transmission
•   Pedal-operated Transmission

•   Kohler Engine V-Twin Engine
•   Hydrostatic Transmission 
   with Locking Differential
•   Electric Blade Engagement
•   Cruise Control
•   Step-through
•   Fender-mounted Cutting
   Height Adjustment
•   Ergonomic Seats
•   Fabricated Deck

$279995
YT48XLS

Payments As Low As
$74 per month

$319995
GT52XLS

•   Kohler Engine
•   Hydrostatic Transmission 
   with Locking Differential
•   Electric Blade Engagement
•   Cruise Control
•   Step-through
•   Fender-mounted Cutting
   Height Adjustment
•   Ergonomic Seats
•   Fabricated Deck
•   Ergonomic Design
•   Armrest

Payments As Low As
$51 per month

Payments As Low As
$63 per month

*WAC *WAC

*WAC *WAC

*WAC *WAC

THROUGH JUNE 18

606 Second St., Pelahatchie, MS 39145
www.walterspowerequipment.com

601.854.8222

$100 Off These Models
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1-55 NORTH EXIT BRIARWOOD • I-55 SOUTH EXIT BEASLEY ATKINS ROAD

1-844-332-1858 • www.machaikcdjr.com

Get that great
Mac Haik
feeling!

There’s never been a better time to

      

Even if you don’t buy from us, we’ll
buy YOUR vehicle!

Before you buy anywhere else, come get a FREE written
offer and make sure you’re getting the best deal in town!

With an increase in our used car business, we are in
need of more vehicles!  Take advantage of our need
and get the absolute top dollar for your vehicle--paid

for or not!

MAC HAIK TRADE PROMISE:

        
      
    

IT’S AS EASY AS 1-2-3:
1.  Come in and ask for your free

appraisal
2.  Get your car appraised for top dollar
3.  We’ll pay you the same day for your

title!


