REchelle gives pets the
parlor treatment
See page 5

Palmer and Slay turn

friendship into partnership

See page 8

ela

NE
hatchie

Pelahatchie, MS

PRSRT STD
Ma rCh U.S. POSTAGE
2016 | ™o
PELAHATCHIE, MS
PERMIT NO. 4
Volume 5
Pelahatchie News
Issue 3

P.O. Box 771
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Rodeo Cowboy Cole Bllbro doesn 1 Want a reaI jOb

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Twenty-six-year-old Cole Bilbro
has been a rodeo cowboy for five
years, attending an average of 60-70
rodeos a year. He said he doesn’t want
areal job.

The Mississippi State University
graduate with a degree in Real Estate/
Finance, "likes the freedom of travel-
ing all over the United States with his
best friends." He said he would rather
be "broke and free, than rich and tied-
down."

Bilbro, who grew up north of Pela-
hatchie riding horses, started partic-
ipating in rodeos as a sophomore at
East Rankin Academy, as part of the
Mississippi High School Rodeo As-
sociation. He then spent two years at
West Alabama University in Living-
ston on a rodeo scholarship before
transferring to Mississippi State.

As part of the Professional Rodeo
Cowboy Association, he participated
in the saddle bronc riding at the Dixie
National Rodeo in Jackson in Febru-

ary, before heading to Hattlesburg then
Perry, Georgia, to ride in other rode-
0s. He said that there is a rodeo just
about every weekend somewhere in
the United States, where the sport was
invented.

November and December are slow
months unless a cowboy makes it to
the circuit finals, where Bilbro has
been three times. He proudly wears the
belt buckle of when he won the South-
east Circuit Finals in 2012.

Bilbro calls Pelahatchie home.
He and his wife of two years, Hanna,
live north of town, where they have
50 head of cattle. Both his father, Mi-
chael, and his mother and step-father,
Jodie and Jimmy Vaughan, also live in
the area and help with the cattle.

Rankin County Supervisor Steve
Gaines, also a cattle rancher in the
same area, said, "If I had a son, | would
hope he would have the character that
Cole has."

It may be a crazy ride for Bilbro
now, but he gives "all the glory to God.
I wouldn’t be here without Him."

Sheila Sharplin named Pelahatchie
Elementary Teacher of the Year

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary School
(PES) has named Shelia Sharplin
2016 Teacher of the Year. Sharplin is
the elementary music teacher, as well
as director of Chieftacular, the sixth
grade show choir she created this year.
For the previous 12 years at PES, she
taught second and third grade.

Being the music teacher for grades
K-6, Sharplin is able to touch more
than 300 lives with her love for music.

"Mrs. Sharplin ignites her students'
interest for being successful by cre-
ating learning opportunities that are
challenging, meaningful, and rele-
vant," said fellow teacher Sharon Hall.
"She believes that teachers must em-
brace change, encourage innovation,
and foster creativity; not just in their
students, but in themselves."”

Image special to The Pelahatchie News

Sharplin’s objective and favorite
saying is posted in her room every
year - "The greatest thing you can give
a child is a chance.”

Pelahatchle natlve and East Rankin Academy Graduate Cole Bilbro shown with wife Hanna. They have
50 head of cattle that she manages while Bilbro is on the Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association cir-
cuit. (Photos by Hannah Caylor Photography)

Special to The Pelahatche News

Pre-Kindergarten registration for
Pelahatchie Elementary will be March
21 through April 29. Eligible students
must be four years old on or before Sept.
1, 2016. Applications will be available

Pelahatchie Elementary holds
2016-2017 Pre-K registration

at the school starting March 21.

For more information,
contact the offices of Pelahatchie
Elementary at (601) 854-8060
or Family Resource Center at
(601) 825-6577.

'

Pelahatchie Outpatient Behavioral Health

Look for the symptoms: Changesin appetite « Extreme fluctuations in weight -
Feelings of worthlessness - Fatigue and loss of energy « Depressed or imitable mood

(601) 854-5775

www.LackeyMemorialHospital.com

(601)-469-4151
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COUNTRY BOYS COUNTRY BOYS
R Yy 1ol APPLIANCE & FURNITURE

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
COMING SO0M -

Sat., April 2 - Open 9 a.m., Celebration: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
T ——ie W

Featuring refreshments
Entertainment by:
Big Money Mel & Small Change Wayne

1200 East Second St. - 601-759-5037
Hours: Mon. - Sat., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Washers - Dryers « Bedroom Sets « Stoves
Refrigerators « Dishwashers « Sectionals
Sofas « Living Room Sets « Area Rugs
Accessories including lamps & décor

(Note: electronics available through order)

Featuring a Custom Line of

J&M Outdoors Llc

Cedar Furniture - including beds & headboards,
cedar chests and Adirondack chairs

Fusion Martial Arts
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East Rankin Academy students
compete at Mississippi College
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East Rankin Academy students Ward Winstead, Catherine Teh and Brandon Evans competed on Feb-
ruary 5, 2016 at Mississippi College's annual mathematics & science competition. The two-day event
on the Clinton campus attracted hundreds of high school students from across the Magnolia State.
Winners are eligible to receive MC scholarships. MC has hosted the competition for more than 40 years.
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

PCLINIC  601-854-5044

BREWER

HEALTHCARE CLINIC

LINDA BREWER, CFNP, CGNP
FAMILY ¢ GERIATRIC
NURSE PRACTITIONER

W Public
Library

PH: 601-854-5044

FAX: 601-854-8448 610 SECOND

f  STREET
OPEN MONDAY-THURSDAY >
730 AM. - 5:30 PM.
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Megan Courtney Hall named president of
Central Mississippi Realtor Association

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Pelahatchie Alderman Megan Hall,
a realtor with ERA Real Estate Profes-
sionals in Jackson, is the 2016 presi-
dent of Central Mississippi Realtors,
founded in 1949. She was elected by
its more than 1600 members. Hall is
the youngest to hold that position.

A Rankin County native and Bel-
haven graduate, Hall has served in
many other positions with the Central
Mississippi Realtors, Mississippi Re-
altors and National Association of Re-
altors, including:

e 2016 Vice-Chair, Member Ser-
vices and Technology Committee,
Mississippi Realtors

e 2016 Member of Presidents in
Partnership, Mississippi Realtors

e 2015 President Elect, Central Mis-
sissippi Realtors

e 2013 and 2015 Young Profession-
als Network Chair, Mississippi
Realtors

e 2012 and 2015 Young Profession-
als Network Chair, Central Missis-
sissippi Realtors

e 2014-2016 Mississippi Represen-
tative, Realtor Party Member In-
volvement Committee, National
Association of Realtors

e 2011-2013, Member, Federal Fi-
nance and Housing Policy Com-
mittee, National Association of
Realtors

l

_=EF
Image special to The Pelahatchie News

"l take what | do very seriously,” said
Hall. "I look at it as much more than
just a job. I find myself privileged to
be part of one of the biggest decisions
in a family's lifetime...purchasing a
home."

She was the youngest to ever re-
ceive the Realtor of the Year for the
Central Mississippi Realtors, which
she received in 2013. Other notable
awards include: 2013-4 Under 40
Award, Mississippi Realtors; 2012-
2015 National Circle of Achievement,
ERA Real Estate Global; and 2013-
2014 Top Lister, ERA Real Estate Pro-
fessionals.

Married to Kevin Hall, Hall
co-founded the Pelahatchie Volunteer
Fire Department Auxiliary, and serves
as its president.

Jones of Pelahatchie receives the
HCC Jimmy Smith Scholarship

Harlee Dillard-Jones, of Pelahatchie, received the Jimmy Smith Scholarship by the Hinds Community
College Foundation for 2015-2016. With her is Jimmy Smith, of Brookhaven, formerly of Pearl. (Photo
special to The Pelahatchie News)
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Pelahatchie Board of Alderman meet to take care of |mportant Issues

The Pelahatchie Board of Aldermen during a first Monday board meeting at city hall, from left, Jerry Norwood, Alderman At Large; Margie Warren, Ward 3; City Attorney Chris Palmer, City Clerk Bettye Massey;
Mayor Knox Ross, Jr.; Megan Hall, Ward 4; Frank Boyd, Ward 2; and Michael Adams, Ward 1. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

Gulde UMC Women support local American Legion

By: Susie A. Wolfe

The Pelahatchie American Legion
Post 171 recently received a generous
donation from the Pelahatchie Gulde
United Methodist Church Women.
The gift will be used for supporting
our local veterans. Post 171 would
like to publicly acknowledge the

Church Women and their
dedication to the ideals
of service in words and
deeds.

The American Le-
gion was chartered
and incorporated by
Congress in 1919 as a

patriotic veterans organi-  image special to The Pelahatchie News  COMMUNIties,

zation devoted to mutual
helpfulness. It is the na-
tion’s largest wartime
veterans service orga-
nization, committed to
mentoring youth and
sponsorship of whole-
some programs in their
advocat-

ing patriotism and honor, promoting
strong national security, and contin-
ued devotion to service members and
veterans.

Post 171 meets at 7:00 p.m. month-
ly on the third Thursday at the Pela-
hatchie Methodist Church, 101
Church Street. All veterans are invit-
ed to attend.

-

Trusted
Choice®

INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES

of Rankin County

For your family or business, we offer
personalized coverage from a choice
of insurance companies.

Our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance
coverage for your needs.

Steven Wallace
601-825-5242

1301 West Government Street
Suite 101

Brandon, MS

swallace@insuranceassociate.com

WwWWw.insuranceassociate.com

(OMPLETE PRINTING « COPYING & FAXING SERVICE
OFFICE SUPPLIES - COLOR COPIES
WEDDING & GRADUATION INVITATIONS

7
Printing & Office Supplies, Inc.
“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1970”

OFFICE & FAX: 601-732-8073
Email: hallprinting@aol.com
84 Hwy. 481S.
Morton, MS 39117

McLaurin Cleaning Service

Mclaurincleaningservice@yahoo.com

601.900.9074

* RESIDENTIAL
« OFFICES
« APARTMENTS

100% Satisfaction!
Bonded and Insured.

Candice McLaurin
Owner

EZ WHEELS mc.

JOL Y] Y

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112 601-854-5162

KEES TREES

We'll go out on a limb for you.

No job too big or too small!

Terry Kees, Owner
(601) 672-3370 - (601) 874-2671

AIIiFMac's' Salon & Gifts

Allison McDaniel
owner/stylist

386 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS 39143
Located next to Fred's

601-900-8183
Walk-Ins Welcome

SAINT STUDIOS FILMS, LLC
Independent film and W
video production
eWeddings eMusic
Videos eAds

e Acting Reels
saintstudiosfilms.com
Call (601) 497-5709 for a
custom quote today!
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Business Spotlight: REchelle Bedtimestoryeventheld
at Pelahatchle L|brary
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Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

By: Susie A. Wolfe

REchelle’s Pet Parlor on Highway
80 offers pet grooming, including cuts
and baths. Customers come from as
far as Lena, Utica, Florence, Richland,
Forest and Madison for the special spa
treatment, which is usually booked
two weeks in advance.

In the doggy day care setting, pets
interact with others and have fun. RE-
chelle brings her own dog, Omi, with
her every day to help manage the busi-
ness. Husband Charles is there, too, to
facilitate bathing and nail butting as
well as to assist Omi as needed.

REchelle opened her business in
Pelahatchie in August 2011 after mov-

glves petsthe parlor treatment

ing it from Forest, where they operat-
ed the previous four years. She previ-
ously served as salon manager at both
Jackson Pet/smart stores, and, worked
in Starkville.

To say REchelle loves pets is an
understatement. At home, she, Charles
and daughter, Jessica, care for four
dogs, four cats, 15 chickens, one chin-
chilla, and a number of fish in two
tanks.

The best advice for pet owners,
said REchelle, is regular vet check-
ups, a well-balanced diet and lots of
TLC. They also recommend keeping
pets brushed; playing with the pet’s
feet from an early age so it won’t be
skittish; and cutting its nails regularly.

The Pelahatchie library had a Bedtime Story Time event on Thursday, February 23. The children
came dressed in their pajamas and enjoyed a story, craft and a bedtime snack. Shown is librarian Tina
Mauney reading bedtime stories to the attentive crowd. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

Trusted Family Dental Care

Keeping your smile healthy and bright through the ages!

ROSS DENTAL CLINIC, PC

Jamie E. Ross, DMD
233 Woodland St, Morton, MS 39117

601-732-6200

Ross & Betts, PLLC

Knox W. Ross, Jr.
Shirell Stuart Beftts
Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 369
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Office: 601-854-7007
Fax: 601-854-7008 O

-

Professional Grooming

601-854-5353

518 Second Street -

By Appointment Only

P. O. Box 943 - Pelahatchie MS 39145

Drive Max”

Auto Gfﬂor,f/o

DRIVE MAX LLC

Pre-Owned Autos

807 2nd Street
Hwy. 80

Pelahatchie, MS 39145 Ph: 601-759-5035 « Fax: 601-759-5036

www.drivemaxautogroup.com drive.maxx@yahoo.com




PATRICK’S PRODUCE/CAFE

623]‘(1 Hwy.18 _Large selection of ferns, hanging baskets,
ng)stté’zv‘;-g?gl) potted plants, and vegetable plants;

pine straw and potting soil available!!
Arriving daily from Florida, fresh
fruits and vegetables!

Hours
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Cafe: Tuesday - Saturday: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
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' Delivered for only $ 3 O outside the 39145 zip code.

If you live within the 39145 zip code

the newspaper is delivered at no charge.
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Do you enjoy The Pelahatchie News?2 Then have it :
delivered! We are pleased to announce that The :
Pelahatchie News is now offering subscriptions for I
$30 per year if you live out-ofzip code 39145. !
Fill out and mail the form below to begin getting a :
copy delivered right to your door. I
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Mississippi Blood Services recognized
Midsouth Baking Company as an All-Star

Midsouth Baking Company was named a Mississippi Blood Service All Star for their blood drive achieve-
ments throughout 2015, and for going above and beyond in making sure the drives were a success.
Will Sims, left, accepted the award on behalf of the organization. He is shown with David Allen, MBS

President and CEO. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Importance of staying focused

By: Dr. Bryan Marshall, Pelahatchie
High School Principal

Spring is in the air, spring break
is around the corner, and the end of
the school year is in sight. The spring
semester generally proves to be the
toughest. In today’s world, there are
so many distractions that capture our
interest and time, that school seems
to take a backseat. Baseball and soft-
ball are starting, postseason basketball
is starting, and swimming holes are
warming up from the chilly winter air.
Soon, all we will be able to think about
is what we will do with those long
summer days away from school.

So, I will be the bearer of bad news.
We still have to focus, and we still have
to study for a short time, at least. We
have all been told that we must pay the
price now, in order to play later. Our
goal is for all of our students to be suc-
cessful in their lives post graduation.

Students need to be able to work
and make a living to support their life-
styles and interests. Oh, how hard it is
to see that a little hard work now will
pay off so much in the future for each
of these students. We can all remem-
ber the days of our youth, when stud-
ies were the last thing on our mind. So
many things to do, and so little time
for school. But, the reality is that we
still have lessons to learn, reports to
write, and tests to take.

Parents and guardians, we must not

lose sight
of what is
most  im-
portant
for these
students.
We  must
continue
to help
them focus
on getting
a quality
education
and  be-
coming the type of person that will be
an attractive applicant for any job in
the future market. The jobs these kids
will seek in the future have not been
created yet. There is no way to fathom
what the jobs of the future even look
like. These jobs will probably involve
high tech computer skills, thinking
critically, and, yes, the ability to read
and comprehend to produce a solution
to problems.

Pelahatchie High is committed to
provide that type of education for the
future of your children, the future of
the City of Pelahatchie, and the future
of the State of Mississippi. Therefore,
parents and guardians, grandparents,
aunts and uncles, and anyone else that
influences today’s youth, encourage
students to stay focused just for a lit-
tle while longer and get the education
they need and deserve. Lets all work
together to stay FOCUSED.

(Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News)
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PALMER & SLAY. PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

[~ >

As the largest independently owned
staffing service in Mississippi, we
can customize a wide range of
solutions for our clients and provide

a plethora of opportunities for our
employees. We're large enough to
provide services to big.corporations

= : but just the right size for smaller
Craig Slay

Chris Palmer companies; too
chris.palmer@palmerslay.com craig.slay@palmerslay.com P H "
¥
FAMILY LAW ¢ WILLS ¢ TRUSTS Whether you’re looking - forklift
BUSINESS LAW ¢ PROBATE for work or need - assembly
employees, we can - warehouse
assist you with a variety - janitorial

of positions, including:

Why take your business or your skills anywhere
else? As the leading independent staffing agency
in the market, we consistently attract the

finest candidates and match them with the best
companies in the area. And because we’ve always
been locally owned, you’ll be dealing with staffing
experts who are invested in, and responsive to, the
local business community.

STAY LOCAL. SEE RESULTS.

IFYOU'RE
READY TO GET ON
BOARD, CONTACT

US TODAY!

- administrative

- call center

- accounting & finance

- marketing & sales
and much more...

601-724-1870

12 Woodgate Drive, Suite F (39042)
P.O. Box 896
Brandon, MS 39043-0896

JACKSON 601-353-4200 | CANTON 601-859-8860 | MCCOMB 601-250-0800

www.tempstaff.net

PHYSICAL -

OCCUPATIONAL

Request the best —
ask for Medlcomp

Our therapists work closely with your physician, regardless of
hospital or group affiliations to ensure that we develop a
specific treatment regimen based on your individual needs
and goals whether those are in Physical Therapy or
Occupational Therapy. The best results are found in having
the patient, doctor, and physical therapist all working
toward the same goal. If our personal approach with
proven results appeals to you, make sure you ask your
provider for Medicomp Physical Therapy of Brandon.

b 2015 Highpointe Drive in Brandon
Phone: 601-824-8814

Medicomp 4% -

medicomppt.com * facebook.com/medicomp
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Palmer and Slay turn friendship into partnership

By Susie A. Wolfe

Chris Palmer and Craig Slay have
opened Palmer & Slay, PLLC, and
have new offices on Woodgate Drive
in Brandon. Slay is the former Pela-
hatchie city attorney, and Palmer is
the current one. Slay is the current
county attorney working with the
Rankin County Board of Supervisors.

Other Pelahatchie ties include
Slay’s wife, Anita, a teacher at East
Rankin Academy, and his daughter,
Anna Beth, a junior there. Another
daughter, Caroline, is a graduate of
East Rankin, and is currently in nurs-
ing school at the University of Ala-
bama.

Both men attended the University
of Alabama, and, at one point, both
worked at Adams & Edens and at-
tended the same church. They have
much in common, including running.
Both men are distance runners and

train together. Palmer has completed
four marathons (26.2 miles) and two
50ks (31 miles), and Slay has com-
pleted five marathons and one 50k.

The two attorneys also found that
their law expertise complements each
other, so they joined forces to assist in
business law, family law, wills, trusts,
and probate. The new firm has clients
in the area, and from as far as Michi-
gan.

They have a general law practice,
according to Slay, but have areas in
which they specialize. Palmer under-
stands the complex laws and regula-
tions in estate planning, particularly
for farm families where there are
different considerations. Slay offers
advice and counsel to charitable orga-
nizations, among others, which again,
has its own set of complex legal is-

sues. torneys don’t practice a certain kind
of law. He encouraged residents to
ask before seeking help elsewhere.

One word of advice, said Slay, is
to not assume that Rankin County at-

PALMER & SLAY

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Craig Slay, left, and Chris Palmer opened their new firm on Woodgate Drive in Brandon. (Photo special
to The Pelahatchie News)

At a minimum, they can make recom-
mendations that may save their clients
time and money in the long run.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Image special to The Pelahatchie News

BILL IRBY
601-421-1831

Crooked Creek

Charles M. Edwards, Il, DVM

Animal Hospital, INC  staciL. Rhodes, bvm

3435 Shiloh Rd./P.O.Box 130
Pelahatchie, Ms. 39145
www.crookedcreekanimal.com

Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810
Follow us on:

B www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekAH
@& www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE

& Auto REPAIR

We Go The Extra Mile ¢ 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More

IRl 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468
RNl 001-502-3706 B RYRRE:

WE BUY JUNK CARS

(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

@ TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY

89 HWY 481 SOUTH

A“State | MORTON, Ms 39117

You're in good hands.

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117
601-732-3624

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."”

www.wolffuneralservices.com

sREE s.*gﬁ,hr Specializing in large and
<% Co dangerous tree removal

Gabe Walters
601-405-5857

Free
Estimates!

7 3055%

Tree Trimming « Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing « Debris Removal « Sawmill
Underbrushing - Firewood

AR RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL
OUR PRODUCT SALES & SERVICES
GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION

DANIEL ROBINSON
MANAGER

PELAHATCHIE, MS

WE ARE A 601-854-5256

GAS MAN COMPANY

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

. Crossgates Tewelers, Inc.

Tammy & Gerald Frazier

Owners

(601) 939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive
Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A

Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208
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L2 priori HyOne Bank

CANDACE AND JOEY HOLMES
OWNERS, CANDY S FLORIST & GIFTS
PELAHATCHIE, MS

‘,

Candys | |

Florist & Gif’(SJ
LI

Member

BIG BANK SOPH ISTICATION!
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601-825-9816

HOMEGROWN! Grown Here to Thrive Here!

Super Selection of Vegetable and Flowering Plants for your garden.

Attitude Ability Awareness

BOONDOCKS
' D

BOONDOCKS FIREARMS TRAINING ACADEMY

The Boondocks is an all-inclusive training facility designed
for both men and women to learn safe gun handling and
defensive firearms training for multiple skill levels.

#* Monthly TWAW Chapter Meetings
# State of the Art Facility

# Skilled and Certified Instructors
#* Safety is our Priority

# Education is Key

#* Enjoyment is Goal

Class Descriptions on Website
www.BoondocksFTA.com

Sign up online for your class
Click on Class Title to receive class description/prices/etc.

TWAW Shooting Chapter Clinton/Raymond MS
www. TWAWSshootingchapters.org

ALLSCAG
MOWERS )
ON SALE

+0% FINANCING
*FACTORY REP ON HAND

MARCH 18-19

COMMERCIAL MOWERS

606 2m St - Pelahatchie
(601) 854-8251

M-F 7:30a-5:00p Sat 7:30a-Noon
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Country Boy’s grand
opening set for April 2

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Country Boy’s is opening a furni-
ture and appliance store at 1200 East
Second Street, in the old Lindz build-
ing. Hours will be Monday-Saturday 8
am.to5p.m.

The Country Boy’s main opera-
tion is on Highway 43 across from
East Rankin Academy, where they
specialize in poultry and farm con-
struction, according to CEO/owner
Joe Hedgepeth. He said the company
originally planned to use the new lo-
cation as a storeroom, but decided to
maximize the space as a retail loca-
tion.

"We will carry items that the com-
munity won’t have to drive to pur-
chase," said Hedgepeth. "We’ll still
have the other, but wanted to utilize
the showroom and other space in our
new location."

The new store, owned by Hedgepeth
and Steve Garrett, will carry Ashley
and Fitzgerald brands. Products will
include washers, dryers, bedroom sets,
stoves, refrigerators, dishwashers, sec-
tionals, sofas, living room sets, area
rugs, and accessories including lamps

| COUNTRY BOYS

f Appliance & F urniture |

" coming SOON = |

(Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

and home décor. They will not carry
electronics, but they can be ordered.

"We will have in-house financing,"
said Catherine Poarch, purchasing
agent. "Customers just need to bring
proof of residency, proof of employ-
ment and their driver’s license."”

"Customers can pre-order in
March, and we will have furniture de-
livery coming soon," she said.

The store will feature custom, hand
crafted cedar and log furniture from
J & M Outdoors, the store next door
on Highway 80. Three pieces will be
featured including a bed/head board,
cedar chest and Adirondack chairs.

The grand opening for the new
Country Boy’s store will be Satur-
day, April 2, beginning at 9 a.m. The
celebration will be from 10 am. to 3
p.m. featuring refreshments and enter-
tainment by Big Money Mel & Small
Change Wayne.
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Pelahatchie Lion's Club
Father-Daughter dance

T

Walter Hudson brought Rosa to the Father-Daughtef Dance held at Town Center Saturday, Feb. 9. The
annual dance is sponsored by the Pelahatchie Lions Club. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)
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Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN

GRIFFIN FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

Same great staff, and
in the same location.

Kim Risher
Amanda Pigott, Respiratory
Amanda Sloma

507 Hwy 80 West

Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002
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Like us on
facebook

Cabins: Sleeps 6-12
w/wo Washroom &

YOGI ON
THE LAKE

143 Campground Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Game Room

Activity Building

601-854-6621

www.Jellystonems.com

Kitchen Cartoon Cafe

Mini Golf Pavilion Rentals https://www.facebook.com/YogiOnThelLake
Playground Golf Cart Rentals

Outdoor Movies Water Park

Planned Activities Mini Golf




Firearms training for a woman
can be an incredible journey

By: Guest Columnist
Kim Condon

Never in a million
years would my fam-
ily have guessed that
I would become a gun
enthusiast, a firearms instructor and an
advocate for safety with firearms - but
| did!

I guess the saying is right, "With
age, comes wisdom." At a later time
in my life, | started paying attention to
some of the possibilities of danger that
could become a reality for me. | know
for myself that | don’t live in fear, but |
am not naive to the evil that does exist
in our world.

Upon hearing the news of the Col-
orado theater shooting, | had an *“ah-
ha” moment. My thought was that this
could very easily happen in my home-
town, just as it did in Colorado. No
one likes to think that their town is not
safe, but let’s be real here! We don’t
live in a bubble.

My wisdom kicked in, and | began
a journey of educating myself on how
NOT to become a victim. The jour-
ney led me to seeking formal firearms
training, because, you see, | had abso-
lutely zero experience with a firearm.

What I did have was fear of the fire-
arm and insecurities in asking for help.
With wisdom, I also realized that I had
to be the one to make this journey. My
husband could support me, but, ulti-
mately, | had to go through the process
myself in order to overcome my fear
and insecurities.

This has been an incredible journey,
to say the least. | have been educated
and trained by the best, surrounded
by like-minded men and women, and
have become a partner with my hus-
band in owning a firearms training
academy.

| was adamant about providing a
facility for those who are walking in
my shoes. You know you need to do
something, but are not sure where to
start. Let me tell you, my friend: if |
can do it, so can you.

If you decide you want to take the
leap and learn more about handling a
firearm, be sure to find a safe and con-
trolled environment to do so.

Editor’s note: Kim Condon is
co-owner of Boondocks FTA, LLC.
and is a National Rifle Association
Firearms Instructor and Chapter
Leader for The Well Armed Woman
Shooting Chapter (Clinton/Raymond
MS- Chapter).

Cross Roads Baptist Church

Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner
7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities ® Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study ¢ Couples Support Group
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road ¢ Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297 = www.crossroadspel.org
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Student of the Month
and Cltlzenshlp Awards

=
A2

Pelahatchie Attendance Center recently recogmzed January Students of the Month. They included (I
to r) Brock Wilson, 9th; Olivia Sirmon, 8th; Ashley Cannon, 11th; JaMarion Hardy, 12th; and Brandon
Jackson, 10th. Not pictured: Chloe Walters, 7th. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

The January Citizenship Award recipient at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included John Jason Gill
and Bianca McKinnis. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Obltuarles

NAME AGE CITY

Nena C. Dansby 59 Lake, MS
Ricky Federick 68 Lake, MS
Modesto Aguilera-Rivera 73 Forest, MS
Dorothy Bailey 84 Lena, MS
Velma Warren 84 Forest, MS
Lucy Hunter 57 Morton, MS

2/5/16
2/8/16
2/9/16
2/12/16
2/12/16
2/18/16

Arrangements

Wolf Funeral Serv.
Wolf Funeral Serv.
Wolf Funeral Serv.
Wolf Funeral Serv.
Wolf Funeral Serv.
Wolf Funeral Serv.

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

Kevin Hall

H & H Electrical, L.L.C.

397 Hwy. 43 South « Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Brian Hall

Office: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378
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Pator s perspective: God brings hopeifwelet him

By: John Vaughn, Pastor,
Cross Roads Baptist
Church in Pelahatchie

| don’t read every-
- thing that shows up on
my Facebook page. | just don’t have
time! But, for some reason, when a
friend from Tennessee posted this, |
did read it. If you choose to read it, |
hope you find encouragement in "Not
Everything Happens For a Reason™ by
Christine Suhan. Have you ever found
yourself, in the midst of unimaginable
grief, pain, heartache, or despair, won-
dering how you are going to make
it through another day? Wondering
where your next breath is going to
come from? Your world has crumbled
beneath you, and you are left feeling
shattered, empty, and hopeless.

And then, a well-meaning friend
or family member comes along and
drops the infamous "Everything Hap-
pens for a Reason" bomb. You smile
kindly and nod - that’s all you can do
to keep yourself from punching them
in the face.

You can’t possibly imagine a rea-
son for what just happened. The more
you stew about a possible reason for
your pain, the angrier you become.
You try desperately to make sense of

a situation that won’t ever make sense.
You reach for answers, but none come.
| spent years searching for answers,
trying to find reasons that would bring
an end to my pain. | thought that, if |
could find the cause, I could treat the
condition. But what | found through
years of searching, experiencing, and
living is that often there is no reason
for why tragedy has occurred.

Sometimes bad things happen for
no reason other than we are human be-
ings having a human experience. Pain,
heartache, grief, loss, disease, and
death are inevitable parts of the human
experience.

We hear people say "life dealt me a
crappy hand," as if pain and hardships
are not the norm. We assume that life is
supposed to be easy; and, when things
don’t go our way, we feel like we have
been wronged. Human beings seem to
have an innate sense of entitlement.
We think that we are owed a pain-free
existence.

But the truth is that human beings
are not exempt from the human expe-
rience. And struggle is an innate part
of the human experience. None of
us are exceptions to this rule. We all
struggle. We all suffer. We all expe-
rience pain, heartache, and loss. And
sometimes, there’s just no reason other

than we are human, and pain is a part
of the process.

I recently had a conversation with
a friend who was struggling to find
peace with "God’s plan" for her life,
including the recent death of a loved
one. "How could this possibly be
God’s will?" she asked.

Here’s what I’ve come to know
about God’s will: God’s will is not
the path we walk, but rather how we
walk the path. God’s plan is never for
someone to have cancer. God’s will
is not for an innocent child to be bru-
tally murdered. God’s will is not for a
teenage girl to be raped. God’s will is
not chronic pain, illness, disability, or
death. God’s will is not an event that
happens to us, it’s how we respond to
what happens.

God’s will for us is to walk with
Him through the cancer. Through the
abuse. Through the death. Through
the illness. God’s will is for us to
draw close to him in the midst of pain.
God’s will is for us to use our pain-
ful life events to carry his message of
hope, grace, forgiveness, and mercy.

God’s plan was never for pain to be
part of the human experience. His plan
was for us to live in peace and harmo-
ny with Him. The human experience
became painful when sin entered the

world. Our own free will weaved
threads of tragedy, loss, heartache, and
pain into the human experience.

God is not responsible for our pain.
We are not responsible for our pain.
What happened in the Garden of Eden
is responsible for the human condi-
tion. And the human condition is hard
wired for pain and suffering. God is
not causing us to hurt. He is hurting
with us. What we do with our hurt is
what matters. How we handle tragedy
is what brings purpose into our pain.

There’s hardly ever a justifiable
reason for the bad things that happen
in life. Tragic loss is not laced with in-
herent specks of good. | used to get so
mad when people would say, "you can
find good in every situation." That’s
just not true. There was nothing good
about being raped. There is no good in
murder or abuse. We have to create the
good. We have to choose to respond in
a way that brings good into an impos-
sible situation. We have to choose to
give purpose and meaning to our suf-
fering.

Not everything happens for a rea-
son. But in everything that happens,
there can be a reason to bring hope and
healing to others. God can use our pain
for a greater good if we choose to let
Him in.

601-854-5600

Tanning available * Family discounts

www.brickhouse-fitness.com

'II:IH:S;II' |

FITNESS @/J[p CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated

email: michelle.carter@brickhouse-fitness.com

608 2nd St. - Pelahatchie, MS

Full fitness center * 6 & 12 mo. contract options

Co-Owners, Marlo Sarrett
and Michelle Carter.

(Across from Fairway Foods on Hwy. 80)

A!
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SONABLE TRucKIN
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B”V'“g All Classes of v :
NO COMMISSION & N0 SHRINK

Every Monday: 7 a.m.~12 p.m.
Or By Appointment

(ALL FOR DIRECTIONS

A
__CALL FOR A QUOTE

EON JAN 4TH.
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Walters Power Equipmentprovides personal

service on equment

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Terrell and Gretchen Walters
opened Walters Automotive, now Wal-
ters Power Equipment, in 1978. They
are the second oldest continuously
owned and operated business in Pela-
hatchie, after Rhodes & Robby Drug
Store.

Walters sells SCAG, Husgvarna
and Stihl equipment, including lawn
mowers, chain saws, weed eaters,
hedge trimmers, and leaf blowers,
plus keeps parts in stock. There are
also three factory-certified mechanics
available for repairs.

"Business has changed in 38
years," said Pelahatchie native Terrell.
"Short pulpwood transportation has
transitioned to sales and service for the
commercial lawn business. And, now
our competition is the internet."

"Today, we are selling to the third

generation customer,” said Walters,
who has six full-time and two part-
time employees. "We know our cus-
tomers, and what separates us from the
big box stores is personal service."

Walters said he caters to farmers
in the area, both row crop and poultry.
They build hydraulic hoses on site and
supply heavy duty batteries and other
supplies as needed.

The shop will have a SCAG Open
House on Friday and Saturday, March
18 and 19, where a sales rep will be
on hand to demonstrate products.
There will be special pricing on SCAG
equipment all week. Store hours are
7:30-5:00 Monday-Friday, and 7:30-
12:00 Saturday.

The Walters have two sons, lIsaiah,
who is in the U.S. Army, and Gabe,
who operates Specialty Tree Service in
the area. Gabe and Lacie live in Pela-
hatchie with their three children.

parts and repalrs
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Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

Yogi on the Lake to hold Easter Egg Hunt and Sprmg Craft Fair

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Yogi on the Lake is hosting its third
annual Easter Egg Hunt and Spring
Craft Fair at the park on Campground
Road, Saturday, March 26 from 10:00
a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Admission is $6.00
per person for activities that include
the Easter Egg Hunt at 11 a.m., craft
fair from 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m., and
Percy King Snakeman at 1:00 p.m.

Other activities include the swim-
ming pool and splash pad, pictures

with the Easter bunny (bring
your own camera), face paint-
ing by Fancy Faces, carnival
games, music by DJ Spidey, egg
decorating, miniature golf, fish-
ing and the space jump. There
will also be food and represen-
tatives of the fire and police de-
partments.

The Spring Craft Fair will
include ceramics, sand art, sun
catchers and more. For more
information, call 601-854-6621.

The first Mother-Son Dance
by Mllltown Park a success

The flrs Mother onDance sponsored by M/Iltown Parkwas a success. Shown, from left, are Pamela
Austin, Noah Craig, Maddox and Mallory Culpepper. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

AT THE LIBRARY

PELAHATOC CH

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, March 16 @ 9:30 a.m.
Discussing The Glass Castle, a memoir by
Jeannette Walls

K-12th Grade

eXtreme reading challenge
Now through April 28
Stop by library for details and registration.
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Pelahatchie to bring out the
cannon to solve buzzard problem

Special to The Pelahatchie News

City officials met with the Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) regarding the populous of
buzzards that rest on the town's water
tower.

The buzzards are also causing is-
sues at apartments located on College
St. and causing roofing problems for a
newly renovated church in the area.

The City and the USDA concluded

that the only way to solve the buzzard
problem - a vulture-like bird - is to uti-
lize the cannon for several days.

The cannon is a butane cannon that
runs on a timer, and it can be set to run
as often as needed. The butane cannon
is an effective and humane method for
controlling the buzzard population.

Officials are asking its citizens to
be patient as crews move forward in
controling the problem. No specific
date to run the cannon has been set.
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YOUR FIRST CHOICE

FOR FARM OR FOREST

440 CHAINSAW

Be more productive with this powerful, fuel
efficient saw. With 24% more fuel capacity than
the leading competitor in it's class, you'll be

240 CHAINSAW

15% more power than the leading competitor
init's class. Ideal for clean-up and pruning
tasks around the home.

Air Injection™ | X-Torg® | Low Vib® | 2hp
$179.95 wswe

DON'T LET TAX SEASON STRESS YOU OUT.

GET YOUR

INTEREST LOAN valued up to $1,500*

We'll prepare and file your taxes and you can get a 0% interest loan* the same day!

Check out our full service offering and schedule
your tax appointment at WorldFilesTaxes.com
or visit a location near you.

901 Lakeland Place, Ste. 8
Flowood -« (601) 992-4070

315 Crossgates Blvd., Ste. 1
Brandon « (601) 825-2434

*Get up to a $1,500.00, 0% interest loan. The 0% interest loan is not a Refund Anticipation Loan and is offered only at World Acceptance Corporation

locations while the program is available. The 0% interest loan product is exclusive to WAC Tax Refund Customers and is offered to qualified individuals
with no fees or interest in connection with the loan so long as it is repaid as set forth within the agreement. Tax filing through WAC is required to qualify.
Other restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to approval, terms and conditions. See branch for details.

running stronger, longer.

X-Torq® | Tool-less Chain Adjust Optional | 2.41hp

$299.95 uswe

450 RANCHER CHAINSAW

A powerful all-round saw with professional
features for exceptional results. 12% less
weight than the leading competitor.

Air Injection™ | X-Torq® | Smart Start® | 3.2 hp

ssorro $369.95 visre
450 RancHEr $399.95 wisre

FIND YOUR HUSQVARNA AT
601-854-8222

606 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

walterspowerequipment.com

KING OF
THE FARM

HHusqvarna

READY WHEN YOU ARE

T
Where Great Smiles Happen!

Dr. Polles, Dr. Kara, and staff provide experi-
enced, quality dental care for the whole family.
We provide a variety of comprehensive dental

servicees, including porcelain restorations
(crowns), root canals, extractions, dentures, and
partials. We offer nitrous gas for relaxation to
make your visit as comfortable as possible. We
also offer Orthodontics/Braces for all ages - with
payment plans available.

Pictured left to right: Angela Blakeney, RDA; Alicia Hode, RDA,; Kristen Harrison,
RDH; Tenia Hawkings, CDA; Gentri May and Dr. Kara Miles Rowan, DMD.

METRO DENTAL

1237 Hwy 35 South « Forest, MS 39074
601-469-8266

www.metrodentalms.com

LAST WEEKEND, | SEALED
MY MANUFACTURED HOME
AND STOPPED MY

WALLET FROM LEAKING.

| had no idea how much of my money
was leaking out of my manufactured home. -/SOmhem Pine
Until | saw it for myself. After a few things /ﬁ ol i
like caulk, insulation and skirting, now my
manufactured home is a lot more comfortable.
About $585 per year more comfortable. What
can you do? Find out how the little changes
add up at TogetherWeSave.com.

A Touchatone Encegy” Cocgersive 1Kalx

WWW.SPEPA.COM

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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GLIGK IT AND
i PICK IT!

Dol - Jeep .;:{,. NO HACCLE, NO HASSLE PRICES!

GCet that
great Mac
Haik feeling!

NEW 2016 RAM 1500 BIC EVERY NEW 2015 RAM 2500 NEW 2016 JEEP COMPASS EVERY NEW 2015 JEEP
HORN CREW CAB and 3500 SPORT GRAND CHEROKEE
— __ SPRING SPRING
CLEARA/VC £ CLEARANCE

EVENT EVENT

Stk. #G7047. MSRP $47,330, Chrysler Rebate 5500, MH 2500 EX. S.tk. #FH649698. MSRP '$59,514, Chrysler Rebate
Discount 5000, Selling Price $36,850. With approved credit 3000, MH Discount 7500, Selling Price $49,014. 3500 EX. Stk.
from Chrysler ) #FG621016. MSRP $59,969, Chryslgr Rebate 3000, MH Stk. #G'D590432. MSRP $23,648, Chrys!er Rebate 3250, MH EX. Stk. #7C131539. MSRP $35,154, Chrysler Rebate 500, MH
Discount 7500, Selling Price $49,469. With approved credit from Discount 1400. With approved credit from Chrysler Discount 5200, Selling Price $29,954. With approved credit from Chrysler
Chrysler

1-55 NORTH EXIT BRIARWOOD - 1-565 SOUTH EXIT BEASLEY ATKINS ROAD

1-844-332-1858 * www.machaikcdjr.com

Pictures for illustration purposes only. Subject to prior sale. Price plus t.t.l. with approved credit, prices good day of ad only. Incentives subject to change. Resi icti apply Not responsible for typos. In stock vehicles only; no dealer trades. Mac Haik price on all new vehicles is MSRP less factory rebates less dealer
discounts plus t.t.l. Special rates in lieu of factory rebates. Dealer retains all rebates. Must finance through Chrysler Capitol for special financing. Programs subject to change. Not valid with any other offer. Offers end 4/30/2016. ©2016 Plan B Advertising

RhOdES&RObb)’Drugs

601-854-8252




