Mississippi Heat Futbol
preparing for Spring 2016
See page 6

Robinson trades dairy farming
for teaching at Pelahatchie

See page 10
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Pelahatchie High School promotes lexiles

By: Susie A. Wolfe

According to Pelahatchie High
School (PHS) Principal Bryan Mar-
shall, a lexile is a measure of reading
comprehension.

"Math and science have lexile rat-
ings. It’s all about understanding what
you read," said Marshall.

Every teacher and student at PHS
knows what a lexile is and how it im-
pacts their life. If a student has a lexile
level of 1185, they may be eligible for
a college scholarship, or they may get a
job making $20,000 to $40,000 a year.

Dr. Marshall, Assistant Principal
Lewis Bradford and teacher Voncille
Anderson put together a chart to equate
lexile scores to earnable dollars, and
there is one in every classroom. They
combined reading scores with job sala-
ries in 16 career clusters.

Each student has a chief head repre-
senting what category they are in, but

with no names. As the scores change,
the chief is moved to the correspond-
ing category so everyone is aware of
the progress.

"Everything we do focuses on in-
creasing reading comprehension," said
Marshall. “Critical thinking builds
problem solvers.”

There are a number of assess-
ment tests given throughout the year,
which help measure where each stu-
dent is in various subjects, and helps
track growth. Marshall is part of the
Accountability Task Force that sets
the standards. He said there are 12-14
members around the state.

Marshall keeps up with all the num-
bers to see the progress from seventh
grade through twelfth grade. It shows
what’s working and what needs im-
provement.

The 2015 senior class has 51 seniors,
and, according to Marshall, 25 are cur-
rently college ready, and 12 more are

on the cusp. In 2014, PHS

had 68% qualified for col-

lege. In 2014, five students i
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classes, where students can
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Lexile chart example (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

Andrea Mayfield named Mississippi
State University Alumnus of the Year

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Pelahatchie resident Andrea Scott
Mayfield has been named 2016 Missis-
sippi State University College of Edu-
cation Alumnus of the Year. The Mis-
sissippi Community College Board’s
new executive director, Mayfield is a
2009 doctoral graduate in community
college leadership.

The MSU committee that nomi-
nated her said that she exemplified the
leadership qualities and accomplish-
ments throughout her career to repre-
sent the college as their Alumnus of
the Year.

The Alumnus of the Year banquet
will be held on Friday, February 12.

Prior to beginning her new role as
executive director, Dr. Mayfield served
as president of Shelton State Commu-
nity College in Tuscaloosa. She also
worked at East Mississippi Commu-
nity College in Scooba from 1996 —
2014. She held the positions of science
instructor, distance learning coordi-

Andrea Mayfield (Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News)

nator, academic dean, district director
for institutional research and effec-
tiveness, vice-president for academic

continued on page 5

Two dances for parents
and kids set for February

By: Susie A. Wolfe

On Friday, February 5, mothers
and sons are invited to a 50’s Style
of Night of Fun from 6:00 until 9:00
p-m. Then, on Saturday, February 6,
there will be a father/daughter dance
from 6:30 until 9:00 p.m.

The Pelahatchie Milltown Park is
presenting the first mother/son dance,
complete with poodle skirts and rolled
up sleeves. Food will be from a diner
menu, and entertainment, games, and
door prizes are planned.

Tickets are $22 purchased in ad-
vance by January 29, or $30 at the
door. Ome ticket is required per
mother/son couple, additional tick-
ets are $8. Tickets can be purchased
from City Hall or by contacting
Jennifer Poole at 601-503-0332 or
pelahatchiemilltownpark@gmail.com
or pelahatchiemilltownpark.org.

The Pelahatchie Lions Club will

host the annual

father/daugh-
ter  dance
for chil-
dren 5-12
years of age
on  Satur-
day, Febru-
ary 6. Photos
taken for

the couple Image special to The
dressed in Pelahatchie News
Sunday at-
tire start at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $50
per couple with $5 for each addi-
tional child. Picture cost is included.

Limited tickets are available. Tick-
ets may be purchased Monday, 9:00
a.m. until 4:30 p.m., or Friday, 9:00
a.m. until 6:00 p.m., at Trustmark Na-
tional Bank in Pelahatchie.

For more information, contact Sha-
ron Bray 601-854-8112 or Charlotte

'Q

(601) 854-5775

Pelahatchie Outpatient Behavioral Health

@ Look for the symptoms: Changesin appetite < Extreme fluctuations in weight
Feelings of worthlessness « Fatigue and loss of energy « Depressed or iritable mood
www.LackeyMemorialHospital.com

Clark 601-613-1540.
Lackey \\J}

Memorlal

Hospital ~
(601)-469-4151
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Shiloh Methodist Church displays another successful live nativity

On Saturday, Dec. 12 and Sunday, Dec. 13, Shiloh United Methodist Church (SUMC) presented a live drive-through nativity scene and more scenes which depict the life of Jesus. SUMC calls the live-production
"Journey Through Bethlehem and Beyond." (Photos by Rachael H. Boyer)
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Lynn Harrell promoted to | Hinds CC student finds his

PriorityOne Bank’s branch officer

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Robert J. Barnes, President and
CEO, PriorityOne Bank, recently an-
nounced the promotion of Lynn Har-
rell to branch officer. Barnes stated,
"Lynn is a hard worker and a very
valued employee at PriorityOne Bank.
We are grateful for her dedication to
our institution and pleased to offer her
this promotion."

Harrell, a graduate of Brandon
High School, has sixteen years of ex-
perience in banking, and has been with
PriorityOne Bank since August, 1999.
She has served in many areas of the
bank, most recently as loan assistant
and customer service representative.

Harrell and her husband live in
Pelahatchie, and have three children,
Curtis, Kayla (Matthew) and Candace,

Lynn Harrell (Photo special toThe Pelahatchie
News)

and one granddaughter, Paisyn.
PriorityOne Bank, based in Ma-
gee, operates fourteen offices in elev-
en Mississippi communities: Collins,
Seminary, Hattiesburg, Magee, Men-
denhall, Richland, Brandon, Ridge-
land, Pearl, Pelahatchie, and Morton.

BREWER

HEALTHCARE CLINIC

LINDA BREWER, CFNP, CGNP
FAMILY ¢ GERIATRIC
NURSE PRACTITIONER

PH: 601-854-5044
FAX: 601-854-8448

OPEN MONDAY-THURSDAY
730 AM. - 5:30 pM.

BREWER
HEALTHCAR  WalkclnsWeicore
PCLINIC  601-854-5044

W Public
Library

610 SECOND
STREET

T

Z

<
&
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niche on the Rankln Campus

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie native Trevor Jordan
started his tenure at Hinds Communi-
ty College as a dually enrolled student
from East Rankin Academy.

He had significant university schol-
arship offers but would have still need-
ed student loans.

"The thought of going into debt at
18 years old for college made me re-
think," he said, calling the idea “unset-

tling."
Instead, he enrolled at Hinds' /
Rankin Campus because he got gt

continued on page 14 Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

PELAHATCHIE ATTENDANCE
CENTER - 2015
BASKETBALL CALENDAR

www.rcsd.ms/Page/26571
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

Jan.5 Mendenhall Away 6:00
Jan. 12 Scott Central Home 6:00
Jan.15 Puckett Away 6:00
Jan. 19 Pisgah Away 6:00
Jan. 22 St. Joe Home 6:00
Jan. 26 Lake Home 6:00
Jan. 29 Scott Central Away 6:00
Feb. 2 Puckett Home 6:00
Feb. 5 Pisgah Home 6:00
Feb.9 St. Joe Away 6:00
Feb. 12 Lake Away 6:00
Feb. 15-19 District Tournament Puckett TBA

Text the word
Crawbillys
to 95577

We Have Crawfish Alread (}/
Also-Burgers, Quesadillias, Boiled an
Specialty Shrimp, PoBoys, Gumbo and

Famous Crawfish Bread

Crawbilly's on the Tracks
109 First Street, Pelahatchie - 601-316-9801
New Times 4:00-9:00 p.m., Th. & Fri.
11:00-9:00 p.m., Sat.

Your Hometown Seafood Source
Check out our menu online @ www.crawbillys.com

Tweeft
@crawbillys




Special to The Pelahatchie News

Students may now enroll in Hon-
ors courses at Hinds Community
College’s Rankin Campus through
mid-January.

Rankin is offering Honors Calcu-
lus and Honors Principles of Geogra-
phy, as well as two sections of Honors
Forum. Students may also consider an
Honors Contract for earning Honors
credit.

"We encourage interested students
to sign up through drop and add week
in January," District Honors Institute
Dean Debbie McCollum said. "Staff
at the Rankin Campus will be able
to assist students with changing their
schedules to add Honors classes even
if they have already registered."

The deadline to drop or add full-
term on-campus classes is Jan. 15.

A full launch of the Honors pro-
gram at the Rankin Campus is expect-
ed next fall.

"l was thrilled to hear about the
Honors Program being placed in ef-
fect for Hinds Rankin Campus," said
Elysha Roush, 21, a psychology major
from Clinton. "While I’ll only be able

NEWS
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Hinds CC Honors program offers
classes at Rankin for spring semester

to enjoy the program for my last se-
mester, the fact that hundreds of other
students will be not only able to ben-
efit but also enjoy the program is an
incredible thought."

In place at the Raymond Campus
since fall 1996, the Honors Institute
provides an enhanced and supportive
learning environment for students.
The Institute offers programming in
four broad areas — Honors Program,
Leadership  Studies, International
Studies and Phi Theta Kappa.

Students can qualify for the pro-
gram on three criteria — a composite
score of 25 or better on the ACT, a 3.5
or better high school GPA (on a 4.0
scale) or a Hinds GPA of 3.5 or better
based on college transfer credit class-
es.

Those enrolled can earn Honors
scholarships each semester and be
considered for priority enrollment
in international study and leadership
classes. Members of the Honors Pro-
gram are awarded $150 to $300 in
scholarships each semester. Studies
abroad by Honors students last year
included travels to England, Ecuador
and Costa Rica.

LLAW FIRM

CHRISTOPHER P. PALMER
ATTORNEY

Estate Planning and Family Law

276 Maxey Drive (39042)
P.O. Box 896

Brandon, MS 39043-0896

(601) 724-1870
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New year with a continued focus

By: Dr. Bryan Marshall, Pelahatchie
High School Principal

Ugh. School has started back, and
the excitement of the holiday season
is behind us. It is now time to focus
on the things that are important for our
children. It is hard to get back into the
regular routine of school and work, but
we all know we have to do so. As far
as school goes, we have hit the ground
running focusing on literacy and ACT.

Parents, we want you to know that
an ACT of 20 is a possibility for ev-
ery child, and that a Lexile score of
1185 is also very probable. These are
the goals of the teachers in the class-
room. ACT score of 20 means scholar-
ship money in many cases and college
readiness. We also know that this ACT
score will likely not happen without a
Lexile score of at least an 1185.

So why is the school so focused on
literacy and the measure of literacy?
The reason is simple. Literacy builds
the capacity for students to succeed
in college and in the workplace. If we
can provide a competent reader and
thinker, the sky is the limit for what
can be achieved.

So as we start the New Year, let’s
remember that each child needs to be
challenged; and, as we challenge them,
we also challenge parents to ensure
that students are reading and thinking
at home.

With all that said, it is time to fo-
cus on several things. First of all, focus
on the schoolwork. Many of us like to
procrastinate and fall behind from the
very beginning of the semester. This is
natural, and is human nature. It takes
discipline to not fall behind. So focus

SN

Dr. Bryan Marshall (Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News)

on being disciplined and stay up-to-
date with schoolwork.

Secondly, focus on family. The
New Year brings about new resolu-
tions. There is no secret that family is
a major part of a child’s life. Without
a strong family to guide them, there
seems to be little structure that ever
finds its way into the child’s life. So
focus on family.

And finally, focus on the future. We
honestly do not know what the future
holds, and we certainly do not know
what the jobs we are preparing for
students look like in the future. But,
most certainly, without preparing for
the future, students have no future. To
prepare for the future, we must teach
students to be competent in literacy.
Being able to read, write and think are
key components to providing a quality
future for our kids.

So, the New Years Resolution
should be to help our students focus!

Find us on

Facebook
NEWS

elahatchie
www.facebook.com/

PelahatchieNews

McLaurin Cleaning Service

Mclaurincleaningservice@yahoo.com

601.900.9074
« RESIDENTIAL

¢ « OFFICES
« APARTMENTS

100% Satisfaction!
Bonded and Insured.

Candice McLaurin
Owner

(601) 500-0563 « rachaelhboyer.com

Weddings - Families - Children - Births
Events « Professional « Pets

SAINT STUDIOS FILMS, LLC
Independent film and _;_,..

video production 3
LY

eWeddings eMusic
Videos eAds

e Acting Reels
saintstudiosfilms.com
Call (601) 497-5709 for a
custom quote today!
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Community Calendar

MILLTOWN PARK
2016 SPRING REGISTRATION

Baseball and Softball ages 4 to 12 and coed leagues
January 11 - February 8, 2016
Registration forms will be available at Pelahatchie City Hall or on
our website, pelahatchiemilltownpark.org

On January 18, we will have a registration day at the
Community Center from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Contact Jennifer Poole at 601-503-0332 for any

questions, or email pelahatchiemilltownpark@gmail.com.
Like us on Facebook at Pelahatchie Milltown Park.

OBITUARY
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December teacher awards
R

G

Rod Taylor
sC

r

Pelahatchie Attendance Center Teacher of the Month for December is Brandi Johns (right). The Teach-
er Team Player for October is Coach Rod Taylor (left). (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Brandi johns

continued from page 1

Andrea Mayfield named Mississippi

Jody B. Riser— March 24, 1975 —
December 7, 2015

Funeral services for Mr. Jody B.
Riser were conducted on Saturday,
December 12, at the Ephesus Bap-
tist Church with Bro. Chris Har-
rison and Bro. Doyle Boyles offi-
ciating. Interment followed in the
Ephesus Cemetery in Forest under the
direction of Ott & Lee Funeral Home.

Jody Riser was born March 24,
1975, and passed away December 7,
2015 at the age of 40. Riser enjoyed
his life to the fullest and exhibited that
before those he came in contact with.
Traveling the states and abroad, work-
ing in the yard and gardening, and

reading were favorite pass times.

A graduate of Scott Central High,
East Central Community College, and
the University of Memphis, he had a
passion for teaching Spanish and in-
stilling values in the lives of the stu-
dents he taught. Riser taught at White
Station High in Memphis, and most re-
cently, Pelahatchie High School, at the
time of his death.

He was a pet lover and a family man,
showing special love for his nieces and
nephews, whom he cared for and loved
as his own. He was a member of Ephe-
sus Baptist Church. He will be missed.
His legacy will live on in the countless
number of children’s lives he impacted.

Ali-Mac's Salon & Gifts

Allison McDaniel
owner/stulist

386 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Located next to Fred's

601-900-8183
Walk-Ins Welcome

COMPLETE PRINTING + COPYING & FAXING SERVICE
OFFICE SUPPLIES - COLOR COPIES
WEDDING & GRADUATION INVITATIONS

’
Printing & Office Supplies, Inc.
“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1970”

OFFICE & FAX: 601-732-8073
Email: hallprinting@aol.com
84 Hwy. 481 S.
Morton, MS 39117

(N 1w REchelle’s

Pet Parlor

Professional Grooming
By Appointment Only

601-854-5353

518 Second Street * P.O. Box 943
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

State University Alumnus of the Year

instruction and, finally, vice-president
for the Scooba campus.

"I am excited to return to Missis-
sippi, and I look forward to working
with our state leaders to strengthen our

colleges, schools and the state’s econ-
omy," said Mayfield.

She and her husband chose to live
in Pelahatchie because they like the at-
mosphere and enjoy hunting.

INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES

of Rankin County

For your family or business, we offer
personalized coverage from a choice
of insurance companies.

Our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance
coverage for your needs.
e

; Steven Wallace
e 601-825-5242

1301 West Government Street
Trusted ui
Choice® Suite 101

Brandon, MS
swallace@insuranceassociate.com
www.insuranceassociate.com




Mississippi Heat Futbol Club
preparing for spring registration

Photos special to The Pelahatchie News 7

By: Susie A. Wolfe

The Mississippi Heat is in its sec-
ond year of recreational soccer in Pela-
hatchie. Registration for ages 3 and up
must be received before February 10.
There are currently three coaches, but
more are needed for the seven teams
that are forming.

Leagues are organized by the age
of players: blast ball is for three- and
four-year-olds with no prior expe-
rience; U6/co-ed is for four- and
five-year-olds; U8 is for six- and
seven-year-olds; U10 for eight- and
nine-year-olds; U12 for ten- to eleven-
year-olds; U14 for twelve- to thirteen-
year-olds; and U18 for 17 years and
under.

As part of the Mississippi Soc-
cer Association, the Pelahatchie Heat
is part of the state’s central district

along with Bran-
don, Northwest
Rankin and Pearl
teams. Kurt
Thaw is director
of youth sports,
Dennis ~ White
is president of
Pelahatchie Heat Futbol, and Audrey
Chapman 1is director of coaching.
Once Milltown Park is finished, the
team will play its games there.
According to Thaw, it is all about
the kids. "Our goal is to build our play-
ers' confidence, to enhance the skills
they do have, and to teach everyone
that playing as a team means you have
to play together." For questions or
for more information, contact Coach
Thaw at heatfutbolclub@gmail.com,
or Visit Mississippi Heat Futbol Club
online at heatfutbolclub.wix.com/Pelahatchie.

NEWS
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Mississippi Heat - Futbol Club of Pelahatchie

Please complete this form for the Spring 2016 season. We welcome all players regard-
less of skill level. Questions? Please contact us at: heatfutbolclub@gmail.com

PLAYER INFORMATION™*

First Name

Please Register Before February 10th, 2016

Last Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip code

Gender M F (Circle appropriate gender) Blrthday
How old was the player on August 15, 2015?

School (if applicable)

PROGRAM REGISTRATION*
$50 for Blast Ball (ages 3 & 4)

Please make checks payable to: HEAT FC

$100 for U6 and older age groups

Family/Guardian infor mation:

please fill out the information below so we can better serve you.

FIRST NAME LAST NAME

EMAIL

Primary Parent/Guardian

Other Parent/Guardian

Mail this Registration form and payment to:

Mississippi Heat, P.O. Box 173, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

*Find the consent form (which must be signed by a parent or legal guardian)
and other information at http://heatfutbolclub.wix.com/pelahatchie.

January 2016
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Crown

bl Toyrelers

Personalized Service « Custom Designs - Trusted Repairs
Crown ‘family” Jewelers of Mississippi - serving Rankin County for more than 28 years.

January Birthstone
5647 Hwy. 80 East, Suite 3
Pearl, MS 39208

Next to Radio Shack

is Garnet.

(601) 939-1108
We Buy Gold!

Trusted Family Dental Care

Keeping your smile healthy and bright through the ages!

ROSS DENTAL CLINIC, PC

Jamie E. Ross, DMD

233 Woodland St, Morton, MS 39117

601-732-6200

AT THE LIBRARY

PELAHATOC CH

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, January 2, 11:30 a.m.

Discussing the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
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EARLY BIRD
TAX REFUND
< EVENT =

N

You Could‘be
«Driving T oday'

Bring us your‘pay stub and we’ll
estimate next year’s tax refund.

Our average customer gets around $5,000 back* Just put $2,000
down and you could get a better car and an affordable payment!

Bankruptcy ¢ Repo ¢ Slow Pay ¢ Collections ¢ Judgments

Been turned down? J.D. Byrider could put you in a great used car with our simple
approval process, no-haggle pricing and low initial payments. Our limited warranty
and low-cost service center will keep you on the road affordably, too!

# Easy credit approval
¥ Affordable payments

[ 24 month / 24,000 mile
limited warranty

Izr Low-cost service and repairs
# Clean-title verified

4 Inspected, computer tested, serviced
and reconditioned

JACKSON ¢ 5719 I55 N PEARL ¢ 2521 HIGHWAY 80 E

769-524-3336 601-939-7151

*Our tax industry experts, Tax Refund Services state that the average J.D. Byrider cus-

tomer with one child who participated in the Tax Deal received a refund of over $5000 and
that over 10% of them received over $8000. See participating J.D. Byrider dealer for full E D .J D B l ,' D M
details. Tax calculation and services are provided by Tax Refund Services. Limited offer L

with approved credit at participating dealers. See participating dealer for full details.
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Crawford graduates magna cu laude

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Hinds Community College con-
ferred more than 1,300 credentials,
including one-year career certificates
or two-year technical certificates for
career-technical programs or associate
degrees, during fall graduation cere-
monies recently at the Muse Center on
Hinds' Rankin Campus. Some students
received more than one credential.

of Pelahatchie, who graduated magna
cum laude and earned an Associate
Degree in general studies. She plans to
attend the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi.

One hundred fifty-six students
graduated summa cum laude, with
4.0 grade point averages. Ninety-two
graduated magna cum laude with
GPAs of 3.6 to 3.99, and 135 gradu-
ated cum laude with GPAs of 3.2 to

Among them was Jade Crawford 3.59. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

How
would you like
to have fun and
creative pictures at your
next event2 Then consider
renting our brand new
State-Of-The-Art Photo Booth!

601-331-5693

GOLD COAST
COMMODITIES

Fagpy Vlew Wperi/

POST OFFICE BOX 3 BRANDON, MISSISSIPPI 39042
TELEPHONE 601.825.2508
www.goldcoastcommodities.com

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE

& Auto REPARR

We Go The Extra Mile « 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts » Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More

24 HOUR

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Alistate.

You're in good hands.

Bus. 601-936-0003

BILL IRBY
601-421-1831

2651 Hwy. 468
RNl 601-502-3706 WXENIEEA))

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

Charles M. Edwards, Il, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
R. Jason Gray, DVM

Specializing in large and

~ REDSER Ve,
dangerous tree removal

Crooked Cree

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117
601-732-3624

Animal Hospital, INC

3435 Shiloh Rd. /P.O.Box 130
Pelahatchie, Ms. 39145
www.crookedcreekanimal.com

Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810

Gabe Walters
601-405-5857

Free

Estimates!

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."”

@ Q}

LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO.

RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL
SALES & SERVICES
GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION

Tree Trimming « Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing « Debris Removal « Sawmill
Underbrushing - Firewood

Follow us on:
B www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekAH
& www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital

www.wolffuneralservices.com

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

PEOPLE TRUST
OUR PRODUCT
AND SERVICE

Crossgaes enelrs, Inc. clahatchie

Tammy & Gerald Frazier

DANIEL ROBINSON
MANAGER Coners
‘ PELAHATCHIE, MS (601) 939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive To advertise on our Business Card Spotlight Page,
e 601-854-5256 Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A please contact Susie A. Wolfe at 601-566-1932, ext. 2.

GAS MAN COMPANY

Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208
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Robinson trades dairy farming for teaching at Pelahatchie High

By: Stephanie Goss

Bob Robinson grew up in Pela-
hatchie. He attended East Rankin
Academy and later Mississippi State
University. Most people around the
community know that Robinson was a
dairy farmer for many years. He sac-
rificed precious time away from his
family in order to provide for them. He
later became a school bus driver under
the guidance of Dr. Bryan Marshall.
Continuing his career at Pelahatchie
High School, he would eventually
be promoted to Agriculture Director
there.

Dr. Marshall would later become
instrumental in Robinson’s decision to
become a teacher, but Robinson says
his final authority was God. Robinson
felt the Lord leading him to teach, and
with the full support of Dr. Marshall,
Robinson took classes in an alternate
route education program at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. Robinson started
his teaching career several years ago in
Brandon, Mississippi.

When Dr. Marshall moved to Pela-
hatchie a couple of years ago, Robin-
son said the Lord opened doors for him
to follow suit. Robinson has not once
regretted his decision. He says, "Pela-

hatchie High School is one of the best
kept secrets around. We have a tremen-
dous staff and extremely supportive
administration. It takes time to build a
quality Ag program, but [ am having a
fun time."

Robinson hopes that his belief in
Pelahatchie High School and its stu-
dents will show after his officers com-
pete in a Federation contest on Decem-
ber 10. Pelahatchie High School’s Ag
teams have been relatively successful,
but Robinson and his team want to take
the success to another level. Robinson
believes that his team has the potential
to compete nationally.

Robinson keeps busy. Whether it
is teaching, fundraising, helping other
school programs by cooking chicken
or serving at Shiloh United Methodist
Church, Robinson’s work ethic spills
over into every aspect of his life. His
community is incredibly important
to him. He also feels that community
involvement is critical to his building
a successful agricultural program at
Pelahatchie High School.

Robinson, his administration and
coworkers at the high school welcome
partnerships with the community. For
example, Robinson’s Ag program
has a partnership with the town of

Pelahatchie. The Ag students help fix
equipment; and the City, in turn, helps
the school when they need it. This pre-
vious year, the City fixed an area on
the Lady Chief’s softball field that was
holding water. These partnerships en-
able the students to be able to train in
an area, as well as benefit the commu-
nity.

For more information about part-
nerships or to present an idea to Mr.
Robinson, contact him by email at
bob.robinson@rcsd.ms.us.

(Picture above) Bob Robinson, Pelahatchie High School Agriculture Director. (Pictured below) Mis-
sissippi State was the host for the Magnolia State's convention for The National FFA Organization,
formerly known as "Future Farmers of America." Pelahatchie High School FFA members attended the
convention on Dec. 11. Students elected state officers, attended presentations and participated in var-
ious competitions - in which they placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

€
2016%ncess Ball

Friday, February Sth
K-4th Grade - 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Tickets $35 per couple, $10 each additional child
Tickets available at City Hall.

For more information, visit www.CityofBrandon.net,
or call 601-825-5021

wm/ wuest
Mississippi

Hannah Roberts

Mis

Saturday, February 6th
K-4th Grade - 5:30-7:00 p.m.
5Sth Grade - 8:00-9:30 p.m.
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Pastor s perspective: Make God’ S plans your plans

Cross Roads Baptist
Church in Pelahatchie

As we come to the
end of one year and en-

: ter into a new one, we
are afforded two opportunltles We
can look back and review the events
of the year just past, and we can look
forward to make plans for the year to
come. Both of these can be productive
activities for us.

When looking back, let me make
one suggestion. Don’t allow yourself
to feel guilty because of something
you failed to do, or something you
think you should have done different-

ly.

It is always easy to look back after
a football game and criticize a decision
made by the coach at a critical moment
in the game. "Why didn’t you go for it
on fourth and goal?" Or, "why did you
go for it on fourth and goal?" (The crit-
icism always depends on the outcome
of the play!)

But in the course of the football
game, the coach must evaluate the sit-
uation and make a decision based on
what he knows at that moment and
what he thinks the outcome of the de-
cision will be. Looking back later, it’s

always easier to think that a different
decision would have yielded a differ-
ent result.

Life is like that sometimes. In the
course of living life, you often have
to make decisions that affect not only
your life, but the lives of others. At
those critical moments, you must look
at the information you have and make
a decision based on what you know
right then. Sometimes it works out
well, and at other times you wonder if
the right decision was made.

As you review 2015, consider the
good results of your choices, and de-
termine those times when you might
have done something differently based
on what you know now. But, do not
allow yourself to feel guilty if your
choices didn’t work out the way you
hoped they would.

Someone once said, "no one can
go back and start a new beginning, but
anyone can start today and make a new
ending."

That is a good transition thought
as you begin looking forward to 2016.
The fact is, you don't start over; but
you begin again right where you are,
trying to make decisions that will
make things better in your life.

As a believer in Christ, it is not

about saying, "I
will do thisand I " = 9
won't do that" and
then feeling guilty
when things don’t
work out as you
had planned. The
more important
thing is to strive
each day for a
closer walk with
Christ, and then
to trust Him to
help you achieve
the things He has
planned for you
to do. It is easi-
er to accomplish
the plans He has
for you, because
when you trust
Him, He will
work with you to
bring them about.

Jeremiah 29:11 says "For I know
the plans I have for you," declares the
Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future."

So, as you look forward to 2016, be
sure to consider what the Lord would
have you to do. Make your plans

Photb special to.The Pela-hatchie News.

around things that would bring honor
to Him and things that would please
Him.

Following God's plan for you al-
lows you to write a new ending for
2016 and also a new ending for the rest
of'your life. Make things better in 2016
by making sure you and your family
are in church together each Sunday!

GRIFFIN FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN

Same great staff, and
in the same location.

Kim Risher
Amanda Pigott, Respiratory
Amanda Sloma

507 Hwy 80 West

Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002

Like us on
facebook

Cabins: Sleeps 6-12
w/wo Washroom &

Game Room
Activity Building

Kitchen Cartoon Cafe
Mini Golf Pavilion Rentals
Playground Golf Cart Rentals
Outdoor Movies Water Park
Planned Activities Mini Golf

YOGI ON
THE LAKE

143 Campground Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-6621

www.Jellystonems.com
https://www.facebook.com/YogiOnTheLake
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By: Susie A. Wolfe

Mary Ann Griffin has worked as
nurse practitioner at the Pelahatchie
Medical Clinic for six years, and, as of
the end of the year, she is the owner.
The clinic will open on January 2 as
the Griffin Medical Clinic.

The hours and staff will remain the
same, Monday — Thursday 7:30 a.m.
until 5:30 p.m.. In addition to Grif-
fin, Kim Risher is the office manager,
Amanda Sloma, receptionist, Amanda
Piggott, respiratory technician, and
Tracie Bass, LPN.

Griffin buys Pelahatchie Medical Clinic

NEWS
e%atc e

"We love Pelahatchie. It is our home-
town," said Griffin. "We care about our
patients like family."

She said they have respiratory ser-
vices to test and monitor lung function,
and plans to offer more wellness. They
have exercise classes open to the pub-
lic on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
nights. A personal trainer teaches the
Monday and Thursday classes, and
charges $10 each night, and Griffin
teaches the Tuesday night class at no
charge.

For more information on the clinic
or classes, call (601) 854-8002.
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Student of the Month
and Citizenship Awargls

. X
LA
| - =
f A )

[

Pelahatchie Attendance Center recently recognized December Students of the Month. They included (I
to r) Ivy Allen, 9th; Breanna Ferguson, 11th; Zach Thompson, 12th; Rachel Wright, 8th; Bailey Fergu-
son, 10th; and Demarquis Gilbert, 7th. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

The Decemer Citizenship Award recipient at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included Olivia Sirmon;
and Greg Beemon. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Ross & Betts, PLLC

-
Knox W. Ross, Jr. " D
Shirell Stuart Betts

Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 369 A
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Office: 601-854-7007

Fax: 601-854-7008

H & H Electrical, L.L.C.

397 Hwy. 43 South « Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Kevin Hall Brian Hall

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

Office: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378
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Make it a season to donate blood

By: Guest Columnist Susan Ates,
Mississippi Blood Services Public
Relations Specialist

'Tis the season...it is several sea-
sons, in fact: flu season, deer season,
the holiday season — one of the busi-
est and most hectic seasons of the year.
It is a time of traditions, too: family
gatherings, winter vacations, cold
weather sporting events and hunting.
Those traditions include high travel
and risks for accidents, a time when
the need for blood tends to go up. It’s
also a time, traditionally speaking,
when blood donations drop because of
the flu, the weather and the hectic time
of year.

There is little anyone can do about
flu. Take precautions, yes; but, if do-
nors have the flu, they need to stay
home and get well. They can’t, and
shouldn’t, come in and donate blood.
It’s bad for the donor, and it’s bad for
the patient. It’s not good for the blood
center staff, either. However, the flu
does take a toll on the number of do-
nors blood centers see during the win-
ter months starting in December, and
Mississippi Blood Services (MBS)
is no exception. MBS relies more on
those who are healthy to come in and

donate. Because of flu season, the do-
nor base has dropped. The onset of flu
season coincides with winter, which
is another reason for blood shortages
this time of year.

Winter weather is always a good
excuse to stay home. It’s cold outside
and no one wants to get out to donate
blood. But when ice storms strikes (as
they do even in Mississippi) blood
drives get canceled, and donors can-
not get out to donate, even if they want
to. MBS needs donors to donate prior
to forecasted severe weather hitting,
so that the shelves are full; that way
when threatening weather does come,
the impact is not as critical. Being pre-
pared is the best defense against the
worst weather catastrophes.

It should be noted that typical
winter weather rarely keeps shoppers
home, and MBS has community blood
drives set up for the convenience of
those who are out and about doing
their holiday shopping. The MBS Do-
nor Coaches are located where they
can be easily accessed by people who
are already braving the weather. It will
take time from your schedule, but you
will help someone in need this holiday
season. If you think about it, it may be
your donation that will allow a Missis-

sippi patient to celebrate the holidays,
period. Now, that’s an awesome gift!
Isn’t it worth a little of your time?

Time - there just doesn’t seem to be
enough of it. Yes, holiday schedules
and the hunting season demand a lot
of people’s time, and time is a scarce
commodity. Days are shortest in De-
cember, and it seems the weeks just
rush by between October 31 and De-
cember 24. Often, people get caught
up in the hustle and bustle, thinking
there is so much to do. Everything
requires planning, taking care of this,
getting that done, there aren’t enough
hours to stop and donate blood. It
takes too long. But, for most donors,
it takes about an hour. Isn’t helping to
save a life worth an hour of your time?

Consider it this way: it’s an hour
that will give someone else a lifetime.
It’s a piece of you that will help make
another whole. It’s that one element
that is the difference between life and
death. It’s the gift of time, the prom-
ise of the future, the hope of spending
more time with loved ones, the best
present you will ever give another—
the gift of life. Yes, that really is an
incredible gift.

Mississippi Blood Services is ask-
ing donors to make a new holiday tra-

dition this year: donate blood. Brave
the weather, set aside a little of your
time, roll up your sleeve and help save
someone’s life. It’s not just a unit of
blood. There’s a patient depending
on you—someone’s parent, spouse or
sibling -- a patient who is someone’s
child. Make this holiday season just
a little bit brighter because you gave
someone another chance to celebrate
life. After all, it is the season of cele-
brations.

For more information about Mis-
sissippi Blood Services or to find a
location to donate blood, visit www.
msblood.com or call 601-981-3232.
All donors must be at least 17 years
old (16 with signed parental consent),
weigh at least 110 pounds and have a
valid ID.

601-854-3600

Tanning available * Family discounts

www.brickhouse-fitness.com

=

FITNESS @[J[p CENTER

Locally Owned & Operated

email: michelle.carter@brickhouse-fitness.com

Full fitness center * 6 & 12 mo. contract options

Co-Owners, Marlo Sarrett
and Michelle Carter.

608 2nd St. - Pelahatchie, MS

(Across from Fairway Foods on Hwy. 80)

A
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BUYINGAYARD
Buying All Classes of Yearlings & Calves
NO COMMISSION & NO SHRINK

Every Monday: 7 a.m.~12 p.m.
Or By Appointment

CALL FOR DIRECTIONS
Levi Rogers: 601-315-100¢

-

o
ABLE...CALL FORA
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Hinds CC student finds his
niche on the Rankin Campus
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Drive Max opens on nghway 80
} AR

enough scholarship dollars to cover his
expenses.

"As it happens, I'm certainly glad
I chose Hinds, because I’ve had the
good fortune to have some of the best
instructors in their fields. These are
faculty who care about their students,
and really know their 'stuff,’ "Jordan
said.

"And as a biology and premed ma-
jor, some of that 'stuff' is very chal-
lenging. It does go a long way with
me that students and their success are
a top priority on their campus, and it
shows in the attitude of the faculty and
administration."

Jordan is among more than 11,000
credit students who choose one of
Hinds' six locations each semester.
Registration is ongoing for the spring
semester that begins on Jan. 11 for
on-campus classes and on Jan. 19 for
online classes. Current students can
enroll in classes at www.hindscc.edu.
New students must speak to a coun-
selor first after enrolling; application
information is found under the Admis-
sions tab.

The Rankin Campus Jordan attends

will be adding a full-fledged Honors
program, along with the program on
the Raymond Campus, in fall 2016,
with some course offerings beginning
in the spring 2016 semester that begins
in January.

In his time at Hinds, Jordan has
been active in Phi Theta Kappa, the
two-year college honor society, "which
has opened even more doors for me."

"I’ve learned leadership skills
through being a chapter officer, and
I’ve been of service to the college and
the community through the chapter
services and college projects. PTK
has given me the opportunity to be in-
volved and work alongside other stu-
dents for worthy causes," he said.

The bonus: He has a guaranteed
PTK transfer scholarship for his next
step after his May 2016 graduation.

"My future is certainly brighter
because of my time at Hinds. I know
Hinds has prepared me well for any
school of my choosing. Hinds has
been the best place for me to learn the
things, both academically and person-
ally, I will need to know wherever I
end up."

601-469-9995

Www.drivemaxautogroup.com

lwie work

Photo by Susie A Wolfe

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Drive Max Auto Group opened in
Pelahatchie the last week in Decem-
ber. Previously located in Forest, the
auto dealership has more than 75-years
combined experience. The new auto
group is located at Don Davis Sales &
Service on Highway 80 in town.

Don McDaniel is the owner/gen-
eral manager, Peggy McDaniel, office
manager, and Jimmy King, finance

manager/sales. The Pelahatchie of-
fice is open 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.,
Monday — Friday.

Pre-owned vehicles are the dealer-
ship’s specialty. Autos currently avail-
able include late model vehicles to
2001 models.

Visit www.drivemaxautogroup.com
or call 601-759-5035 or email:
drive.maxx@yahoo.com for more in-
formation. "Like" Drive Max on Face-
book for up-to-date information.

Cross Roads Baptist Church

Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner
7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities ® Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study ¢ Couples Support Group
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road ¢ Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297 * www.crossroadspel.org

COME FIND OUT WHY...

Christian travelers from 25 states and Canada are coming

to Flowood, Mississippi, to travel with Purpose Driven Tours

A OPEN HOUSE, Saturday Jan 16, 10AM till 3PM
Sparkman Auditorium, Mississippi Agriculture & Forestry Museum

music writer and singer

<« Aaron Wilburn

Tim Menzies

A Two hour concert with Aaron Wilburn, comedian, singer, songwriter from
Gaither Homecoming and Tim Menzies, Grammy nominated country

A Full buffet lunch from Mama Hammils
A Meet regular travelers with PDT from several states
A Learn about 2016, 2017 and 2018 tours - Free brand new travel magazine

Door Prizes and lots of fun ¢ TENTH ANNIVERSARY
Tickets $25 in advance 200 Left - Call 601-371-8733 to reserve yours

?&%&3& 6@7‘1/126/0

Y Worry Free Travel with Christian Friends Ve

TOURS
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Business spotlight: Automotive Industry News recognizes Multicraft

By: Susie A. Wolfe

Multicraft International, an au-
tomotive supplier headquartered in
Pelahatchie, is featured in a “Missis-
sippi Works” ad for the Mississippi
Department of Employment Security,
reports the November 18 edition of
Automotive Industry News. According
to CEO Andrew Mallinson, Multicraft
benefits from Mississippi’s workforce
training network and employees with
strong work ethics.

Governor Phil Bryant said, "Mul-
ticraft is proof that advanced auto-
motive manufacturing in Mississippi
works."

Since 1978, Multicraft has been a
full-service manufacturer, supplying
world class electronic and electrome-
chanical components, complex wire
harnesses and metal tube assemblies
to automotive, consumer products and
outdoor power equipment industries.

Mallinson believes his company
sets itself apart through its people.

"They embody our values, operate
our business processes and provide
world-class performance to contin-
uously improve our profitability and
that of our customers."

In the September 1 Automotive

———
| oy
.

MULTICRAFT

INTERNATIONAL
INNOVATION MULTIPLIED

Images special to The Pelahatchie News

Industry News, another commercial
recognized Multicraft, this time for its
glove box light switch. Will Ferrell, as
Ron Burgandy, recognized the Dodge
glove box, specifically its lighting,
in a national commercial. Multicraft
supplies 100 percent of the glove box
lights in North American Chrysler ve-
hicles, including Dodge.

Multicraft is growing, and expand-
ing its services, and they have been an
automotive component supplier since
1978.

Multicraft can produce more
than 7,000 automotive switches per
hour—that is a switch every half-sec-
ond.

It is possible that if a car has been
driven in the last year, it more than
likely contained a Multicraft compo-
nent. Multicraft components are used
on more than 10 vehicle brands and in
more than 30 current models of vehi-
cles.

Vehicles using Multicraft automo-
tive components are produced on five
continents: North America, South
America, Europe, Asia, and Australia.

Multicraft’s outdoor power equip-
ment wiring harnesses are used on
more than six tractor brands in the
United States and Europe.

Attitude

BOON

Ability

Awareness

DOCKS

R
IACADEMY

BOONDOCKS FIREARMS TRAINING ACADEMY

The Boondocks is an all-inclusive training facility designed
for both men and women to learn safe gun handling and
defensive firearms training for multiple skill levels.

w Monthly TWAW Chapter Meetings
# State of the Art Facility

W Skilled and Certified Instructors
W Safety is our Priority

% Education is Key

w Enjoyment is Goal

Class Descriptions on Website
www.BoondocksFTA.com

Sign up online for your class
Click on Class Title to receive class description/prices/etc.

11771 Highway 18 769-972-2382 Raymond, MS 39154

TWAW Shooting Chapter

Clinton/Raymond MS

www.TWAWshootingchapters.org

Pelahatchie High School

sponsors chili cook-off in January

SPONSORED BY

PELAHATCHIE HIGH SCHOOL
2016 PROJECT GRADUATION

Images special to The Pelahatchie News

By: Susie A. Wolfe

A chili cook-off will be held from
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Saturday, Jan-
uary 23, at Muscadine Park. The event
will be sponsored by the Pelahatchie
High School 2016 graduating class. A
$5.00 armband gets a bowl for tasting
and five door prize tickets.

"The grand prizes awarded to par-
ticipants will include: People’s Choice,
$250, sponsored by Kona Ice; first
place, $250, sponsored by Rep. Tom
Miles; second place, $150, sponsored
by David Ruth, Rankin County Cor-
oner; third prize, $100, sponsored by

Larry Swales, Rankin County Chan-
cery Clerk. Other prizes include Best
Team Spirit, sponsored by The Service
Station; Most Creative Theme, spon-
sored by Teleconnect, Inc.; Serve it up
Right, sponsored by Lampton Love,
and Most Unique Taste, sponsored by
Cross Roads Store and Grill. The des-
sert table will be sponsored by Mill-
town Park.

The deadline for teams to enter the
competition is January 20. Groups can
begin cooking anytime that morning,
but chili must be ready to serve at 11
a.m. For more information, contact Ka-
trina Phillips at yckp@rankincounty.org.
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601-566-1932, ext. 2 AIR DUCTS.

Where Great Smiles Happen!

Dr. Polles, Dr. Kara, and staff provide experi-
enced, quality dental care for the whole family.
We provide a variety of comprehensive dental

servicees, including porcelain restorations

(crowns), root canals, extractions, dentures, and

partials. We offer nitrous gas for relaxation to
make your visit as comfortable as possible. We
also offer Orthodontics/Braces for all ages - with |
payment plans available.

I'm saving $177 a year by "/Snutharn Pine
sealing my air ducts. What % Electric Power

can you do? Find out how Association

1cture e lo n lA el aken DA Alicia Ho ge RDA; Krist
A; Gen! r. Kara Rowan, DI D
METRO DENTAL the little changes add up at

1237 Hwy 35 South * Forest, MS 39074 TogetherWeSave.com.
601-469-8266 TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

www.metrodentalms.com

Rhodes&RobbyDrugs

A Touchsore Encay’ Coopeemtive Kol 2

601-854-8252



