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Project CHANCE receives donation

By: KRISTEN JONES
The Rankin County Juvenile Justice Center
(JDC) received a $2,000 donation for Project
CHANCE (Communities Helping Adolescents
Navigate Challenging Environments) from the
Rankin County Bar Association on Thursday,
Jan. 17. Attorneys David Morrow and Troy
Odom presented the check to JDC officials.

“Every donation helps,” said Bob Mohr,
Project CHANCE Assistant Coordinator. “We
appreciate every bit of assistance that we get
from businesses and individuals. This generous
donation certainly makes a difference.”

Project CHANCE is a program designed to
help adolescents who are struggling with vari-
ous forms of addiction. The program is sec-
tioned into four phases of treatment, and each
phase consists of family and group sessions to

The Rankin County Bar Association donated money to the Rankin
County Juvenile Drug Court (JDC) program called Project
CHANCE (Communities Helping Adolescents Navigate Challeng-
ing Environments). Pictured from left to right: Attorney Troy
Odom, Michelle Rhodes, Judge Tom Broome, Bob Mohr and At-
torney David Morrow (Photo Special to The Pelahatchie News)

from Rankin County Bar Association

aid in the recovery process. To keep adolescents
motivated throughout the program, small incen-
tives are awarded to the teenagers after they
have successfully completed a phase of the pro-
gram.

“At the end of the day, people have to
remember these are kids we are working with,”
said Case Manager Cynthia Porter. “We have to
keep them motivated, and the best way to keep
them motivated is to reward them for showing
progress.”

Donations to Project CHANCE go toward
purchasing these incentives for the adolescents
in the program, and all types of donations are
welcomed.

For more information on Project
CHANCE or how to make a donation, please
contact Bob Mohr at (601) 824-2545.

The Lions Club sponsors
father-daughter dance

Pelahatchie prepares
for election race

By: KRISTEN JONES

The Pelahatchie Lions Club
is sponsoring their second annual
Father-Daughter =~ Valentine’s
Dance on Saturday, Feb. 9, in the
Pelahatchie Community Center
from 7-9 p.m. Doors will open at
6:30 p.m. for pictures.

The event is for girls, ages
5-12, and their fathers, and the
cost to attend the event is $25
per couple and $5 per additional

child. Tickets are available for
purchase at Pelahatchie Trust-
mark Bank, Duke’s Steakhouse
and the Pelahatchie Police De-
partment until Feb. 7.

Refreshments will be pro-
vided, and door prizes will be
given throughout the course of
the evening.

For more information, con-
tact Judy Windham at 601-497-
9280.

By: KRISTEN JONES

With the beginning of the
new year, new possibilities are in
the air. Candidates for alderman
and mayor are starting to pick up
packets to begin the process of
election and re-election.

Currently, two alderman
have already qualified, Margie
Warren, Ward 3, and Billy Wat-
son, Ward 4; the present mayor,
Knox Ross, Jr., has also turned in
his paperwork and has qualified

for the race. The other individuals
serving as alderman have not
turned in packets for qualification
as of press time.

“To run for mayor or alder-
man at large, you must be a reg-
istered voter and live within the
city limits of Pelahatchie,” said
Bettye Massey, Pelahatchie City
Clerk.

Anyone who is considering
running for election must fill out

— continued on page 3 —

MEA

Medical Clinics

Castlewoods
507 Lakeland Place
Flowood, MS
601.992.2200
Mon.-Sat. 9am-7pm

Pearl Richland Spillway
Airport Road at-20 1132 Hwy 49 South 106 Lake Vista Place
Pearl, MS -
601.939.0700 Richland, MS Brandon, MS
Mon.-Sat. 9am-7pm 601.664.1620 601.919.2924

Sun. 9am-3pm

Visit our website for all MEA locations!
1.800.844.6503 ® www.meamedicalclinics.com

Mon.-Sat. 9am-7pm

Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm




By: Knox

Ross, JR.,
MAYOR OF
PELAHATCHIE
; The dreary
Special to .
The Pelahatchie  Winter weather
News we have been

experiencing has not dampened
our Town’s enthusiasm. I would
like to welcome our two new
businesses. The Muscadine Mar-
ketplace has opened next door to
Rhodes & Robby Drug Store, and
they have an eclectic mix of mer-
chandise from gifts to clothing.
Go by and say hello to Francine
Gray and welcome them to our
Town. Also, Robin’s Florist and
Gifts is now Candy’s Florist and
Gifts. Candace Holmes has pur-
chased the business and has added

From the Mayor’s Desk

new gifts and decorative items to
the store. She is also maintaining
the East Rankin Academy uni-
form exchange. Be sure to stop by
and wish her the best.

While on the subject of new
businesses, please make sure you
give our local businesses a chance
to earn your business. If our local
businesses do well, others will
follow. Our local businesses also
contribute a great deal to our local
economy, which allows our Town
to do more.

If you have not done so,
please take the opportunity to
“like” our Town’s Facebook page.
We are constantly updating the
page with local news, local busi-
ness deals and other fun facts and
pictures. It is a great way to stay
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in the know about activities and
events happening in town.

I want to share some good
news on the development front.
By the time you read this, we will
have advertised for bids for the
construction of Milltown Park.
We have been waiting a long time
for this, and I am very pleased to
finally be able to move forward.
We will be able to advertise for
bids soon on the North Brooks re-
construction, and we will also be
installing sewer service to the
northwest corner of Highway 43
and Interstate 20 interchange in
the next month. This will com-
plete the availability of water and
sewer service to that site and
make it more marketable for com-
mercial development in the fu-

ews

ture.

We are also in the engineer-
ing stages of sewer and water re-
pairs and upgrades for the south
part of Town as well as other up-
grades to the sewer system. This
will allow the repaving of Moore
Street, Williams Street and Mc-
Donald Street.

Both of our schools are
winding up their basketball sea-
sons. Please take the opportunity
to go and support them. We also
will be gearing up for baseball

season soon.
— continued on page 3 —
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id, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart
, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind,
neighbor as thyself. Luke 10:27 KJV

Jewelry
Handbags
And More

SPRING IS COMING! Get a jump on that sun kissed Glow...
Tan all month for just $24.50!!

PLEXUS SLIM, Mystic spray tan and hair salon services

PELAHATCHIE'S VALENTINE HEADQUARTERS
Say I LOVE YOU with our FRESH ROSES/FLOWERS, CANDY BOUQUETS,
BALLOONS, COKE PACKS, GIFT BASKETS, STUFFED ANIMALS!!

FREE DELIVERY TO SURROUNDING AREAS.

Monday-Friday 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday 11:00 a.m.-2 p.m.
300 S. Brooks Ave., Pelahatchie, MS

601-854-5300
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5% discount coupon

Nona Meacham, Independent Distributor
300 S. Brooks Ave., Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Office: (601) 854- 5300
Cell: (678) 488- 5894
www.nonameacham.myplexusproducts.com

601-500-0563

RACHAELHBOYER.COM
CALL NOW TO BOOK
YOUR FALL SESSION.
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Pelahatchie prepares

From the Mayor's desk
for election race

— continued from page 2 —

Our economic develop-
ment team, led by Rankin First,
is hard at work identifying po-
tential industrial sites and mar-
keting those sites to potential
employers. We have had some
success in securing sites to
show; we hope to have a steady
stream of potential employers
coming to visit with us. I also
want to thank Representative
Tom Miles for introducing the
bill to relocate the Mississippi
Department of Revenue in
Pelahatchie. While the likeli-

hood of this happening is un-
known, his leadership in repre-
senting our interests is greatly
appreciated.

Our future here is bright.
[ am pleased that we are having
new businesses open, new fam-
ilies arrive and others that are
expressing keen interest. Thank
you for the opportunity to serve
as your Mayor, and I again ask
you to give our local businesses
a chance to earn your business.
It 1s vitally important to the fu-
ture of Town!

— continued from page 1 —
a Qualifying Statement of Intent
and certify that they have never
been convicted of a punishable
crime that resulted in at least one
year of detainment in a Missis-
sippi Penitentiary. A Candidate
Petition for signatures of quali-
fied voters would be given to the
potential candidate. For mayor
and alderman at large, 50 signa-

tures would be needed, and for
the position of alderman, 15 sig-
natures are needed. The deadline
for qualifying packets to be re-
turned to Pelahatchie City Hall is
March 8 at 5 p.m.

For more information about
the election process, contact Pela-
hatchie City Hall at (601) 854-
5224,

PELAHATCHIE ATTENDANCE CENTER
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

PLACE TIME

Scott Regional Hospital’s

DATE OPPONENT

5:.00 P.M.

FEB. 5 HARTFIELD ACADEMY HOME JH/HS

Swing Bed Program
Bringing You (Closen o Home!

When patients need short-term skilled nursing care and want
to be close to home, our Swing Bed Program meets those needs.
Keep us in mind if you or a family member need rehabilitation

FEB. 8 ENTERPRISE LINCOLN AWAY HS ONLY  6:00 P.M.

FEB. 12-16  DISTRICT TOURNAMENT HOME HS ONLY TBA

following knee surgery, shoulder surgery, or hip replacement. J
Patients recovering from stroke, cardiac or respiratory illnesses > '
or other medical conditions may also benefit from Swing Bed. Jé S G RAN D O PE N I N G
We provide IV antibiotic therapy, wound care, medication .Q(.
management, and rehabilitation including physical, occupation, . Monday - Saturday, 9:00 a.m to 6:00 p.m.
and inpatient speech therapy. — "'

Downtown Pelahatchie, next
door to Rhodes and Robby

Mous cé&/ ne
Village

Consignme Sﬁa/a

+ Private Rooms
+ Experienced Staff
+ Personal Care

Consignments taken daily

601-238-1297

¢,

For more information and admission
criteria contact Mandy Johnston, RN
Swing Bed Coordinator
601-732-8555

vaSCOTT

REGIONAL HOSPITAL

A Division of Rush Health Systems
317 Hwy. 13 South, Morton
601-732-6301

CANDY’S FLORIST

525 Second Street Pelahatchie, MS

Valentine’s is just around the corner!!! Call and place
your order now whether it be flowers, stuffed animals,
goodie baskets, balloons, and more. Free in town
delivery. Hope to see you soon!!!

)

Candy’s Florist was formerly Robin’s Florist located in downtown
Pelahatchie across the street from Priority One Bank on Hwy 80.

601-854-5154
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The East Rankin Academy Lady Patriots beat the Columbia Academy Cougars only by a
small margin. It was a close game, and the Lady Patriots managed to win it at the free throw
line with a score of 37-35. Pictured: Karlie Koglan driving in for a lay-up. (Photo by: Kristen
Jones)

Cross Roads Baptist Church

Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

EET

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service
5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner
7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities ® Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study * Couples Support Group
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Highway 43, 5 miles south of I-20, Exit 68

DATE
FEB. S

FEB. 6,

FEB. 8

February 2013

EAST RANKIN ACADEMY
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

OPPONENT PLACE
COPIAH AWAY HS ONLY

7, &8 SOUTH AAA TBD JH ONLY
JH TOURNAMENT

MRA HOME HS ONLY

FEB. 12-16 AAA DIVISION II AWAY TBA

TOURNAMENT

PAC Player
voted Player
of the Week

Pelahatchie Chieftain Erick Hoard
was voted Clarion Ledger Metro
Area Player of the Week for his out-
standing performance against the St.
Aloysius Flashes. Hoard scored 25
points, which helped lead his team
to a victory of 65-59.

(Photo Special to The Pelahatchie News)

BREWER \ [
P.O.BOX 445

HEALTHCARE CLINIC Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Downtown Pelahatchie

Linda Brewer \\ —
CENP -CGNP -CACNP \

Family ¢ Geriatric
Acute Care Nurse Practitioner

Phomne: 601-854-5044
Fax: 601-854-8448

Open Monday thru Friday
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By: JENNY COWARD
FIRE CAPTAIN

Well, it is February already, and
it seems that January just flew by. |
should say it just floated by with all
the rain we experienced during the
month.

The Delta District was hard at
work again, responding to 88 calls
between four departments: Pela-
hatchie-33 calls, Walters-21 calls,
Lake Harbor-20 calls and Leesburg-
14 calls.

After a widespread outage of over
900 Entergy customers, the power
was restored, which resulted in two
structure fires on January 13. Lees-
burg and Pelahatchie fire depart-
ments were paged to a house fire on
Holly Bush Road that turned into a
fully involved kitchen fire. Due to
the quick response and trained per-
sonnel, the fire was controlled and
contained. After working the kitchen
fire, Pelahatchie and Walters were
paged out to another structure fire
on Church Street in the town of
Pelahatchie. Upon arrival, they dis-

covered another fully involved
kitchen fire. Once again, with the
quick response and knowledgeable
personnel, the fire was contained
and controlled, limiting fire damage.
These two structure fires were just a
small example of how the fire de-
partments within the Delta District
are able to handle these situations
like a finely-oiled machine.

The Delta District has a request
for the Hotspot readers. Each de-
partment asks that each residence
put up house numbers and make
them visible from the road. You can
place numbers on both sides of the
mail box, preferably made of reflec-
tive materials. This helps our men
and women responding to your 911
emergency reach you quicker. If we
have to pass a residence several
times or stop to ask Central Dispatch
for directions, this is wasting time.
You can purchase these letters and
numbers at any hardware store.
These numbers usually only cost $1
or less and could potentially save
your life.

Fire Department News

Another issue the Delta District,
along with all the other fire depart-
ments in Rankin County, are having
is the abuse of the 911 system. For
the past couple of years, we have
had people to abuse the 911 system
by calling for non-emergency situa-
tions. People need to remember
these unnecessary calls take time
away from the Volunteers’ families,
jobs, sleep and personal activities.
Bob Wedgeworth, who works with
Rankin County Emergency Opera-
tions, is working on a plan to help
counter this abuse. In a recent meet-
ing, Wedgeworth stated that he is
going to begin writing certified let-
ters outlining the actions that will be
taken against people who abuse the
911 system. If the abuse of the sys-
tem continues, the person in ques-
tion will be fined.

On February 9 from 11 a.m. until
2 p.m., a few of the Delta Force
departments will be participating
in “Putting out the Flames” chili
cook-off on Market Street in
Flowood, Miss. It is a $10 per per-

son
admis-

sion,

and with

this ad-

mission fee,

you should eat

all the chili you

want and have a chance to win a
door prize. All profits made from the
event will be divided equally among
the participating departments; so,
come and support your local fire
department.

During these cold temperatures,
remember to keep a close check on
the elderly and the handicapped to
make sure they have proper heating
to keep them from suffering any
complications, illnesses or injuries.
Also, remember to be safety-con-
scious when using fire places, gas
heaters, space heaters and portable
electric heaters.

Until next month, stay warm, stay
smart and stay safe. Always remem-
ber help is only 3 numbers away:
9-1-1.

Pelahatchie Hosts Leadership Rankin

By: DAPHINE McNAIR

The town of Pelahatchie hosted
a luncheon for the Leadership
Rankin Class on January 16. The
Leadership Rankin Class consists of
approximately 30 individuals who
provide leadership to Rankin
County. This year-long program is
sponsored by the Rankin County
Chamber of Commerce, and the

class meets several times over the
course of the year to learn more
about different subjects such as edu-
cation, politics and economics in
Rankin County. The group visits dif-
ferent businesses and locations
around Rankin County as well as
meets with local government offi-
cials to learn about what Rankin
County has to offer.

While visiting Pelahatchie, the
Leadership Rankin Class had lunch
with Mayor Knox Ross, Jr. and dis-
cussed the history and businesses of
Pelahatchie.

“It is a great opportunity to
meet town officials, to learn how the
government works and to learn how
the county works. It is a great way to
network,” said Mayor Knox Ross, Jr.

% CENTRAL MS. COMMUNITY

,i DENTAL CLINIC

Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-7478

Shellie Varner Breland D.D.S. | William T. Neely Ill, D.M.D.

501 Second Street, Davis Shopping Center

ER Ordinary ER Extraordinary

At Crossgates River Oaks, when it comes to an emergency room
experience we know what it takes to outsmart and outpace the
competition by delivering the highest quality care in the shortest time.

ER @ EXTRA

Close By. Far Better.

5] CROSSGATES

¥ RIVER OAKS HOSPITAL

CrossgatesRiverOaks.com
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DRIVE AWAY WITH A
TRUCKLOAD OF SAVINGS

2.90%

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE

AUTOMOBILE FINANCING RATE
AS LOW AS 2.90%"

oooooooooooooooo

“Annual Percentage Rate. Rates may vary depending on length of loan term, and credit score. 30 o
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Pelahatchie performs Willy Wonka Junior

Pelahatchie Elementary performed their version of
Willy Wonka Junior on Thursday, January 24, for the
general public at the Pelahatchie Attendance Center
Auditorium. (Photo by: Rachael H. Boyer)

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Klean Pro

Professional Pressure Washing

*Residentail and Commercial

« Available 24/7

« Free on-site estimates on request
« Hot/Cold water; up to 4,000 psi

601-291-8630 « 601-850-1001

SPECIALTY TREE SERVICE, LLC

Gabe Walters
601-405-5857

Specializing in large and
dangerous tree removal

Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing
Debris Removal
Free Estimates

Master Card American Express Discover Visa

Mention this ad in The Pelahatchie News

to save 10% on your Valentine Gift!

How
would you like
to have fun and
creative pictures at your
next event? Then consider
renting our brand new
State-Of-The-Art Photo Booth!

601-331-5693

-

Fireplace Chimney Sweep

Professional Cleaning & Repair since 1979

Air Duct Cleaning for allergy relief
* energy savings

What's circulating in your home's Air Ducts? ;

(all Now for Appointment!
601-609-5540
Sed Bledsoe
We are Insured

Moncrief Furniture

INTERIOR * EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL

Income Tax .
Bargains Proudly serving
209 Ist St the communities of
S o .
To advertise on our Business Forest Mississippi Rankin County
Card Spotlight page, please 601-469-4811 FREE ESTIMATES!
contact Clay Mansell at . The Paint Professionals
5 Free Delivery
601-566-1932, ext. 1 & Setup
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Business Spotlight: CrossRoads Store and Grill

By: KRISTEN JONES

It is amazing what a little
prayer mixed with a big leap of
faith can accomplish. For Cross-
roads Store and Grill owners,
Tommy and Dianna Key, their day
of fate came when they decided to
purchase a small tin building on
Hwy 43 that would one day be
their future business.

“We just started talking about
the idea of opening a store,” said
Dianna Key. “We felt like God
was leading us to do it, and with a
lot of prayer and faith, we finally
opened the store.”

In December of 2011, Cross-
roads Store and Grill made its
debut and has not shown any signs
of slowing down. Within the past
year, the store has made a name
for itself due to its signature hand-
pattied hamburger.

“We have people who drive
all the way from Jackson just to

eat one of our hamburgers,” said

Dianna Key.

As an interesting addition

to their menu,

Crossroads Store
and Grill also
creates cus-

tomized cakes.
The cakes are
all designed by
Dianna  Key
herself, and she
has produced
all sorts of
crafty creations.
From wedding

cakes to birthday cakes,
she does it all.
made specials are also
offered throughout the
week, and to keep the
specials a surprise, the
Crossroads crew does
not even plan the spe-
cials ahead of time. The

them.

Pictured from left to right (back row): Kessie Key,
Austin Key, Drake Key, Kalai Key (front row): Leilani
Key, Tommy Key, and Dianna Key. (Photos special
to The Pelahatchie News)

Home-

specials are even a mystery to

“Today is a good example,”

said  Tommy
Key. “We got
here this morn-
ing and just de-

cided today’s
special would
be fish.”

Currently, the
store is gearing
up for crawfish
season. Cross-
roads Store and
Grill will begin

selling crawfish on Super
Bowl weekend and will
continue until the end of
crawfish season.

While the store’s
menu is quite impressive,
the atmosphere is what
keeps customers coming
back for more.

“We try to provide a family at-
mosphere and a place where cus-
tomers can fellowship together,”
said Dianna Key.

The best way to create a fam-
ily atmosphere is to have family
helping run the business.

“The whole family helps out
at the store,” said Tommy Key.
“Without them, this would not be
possible. They are such a great
help.”

Crossroads Store and Grill is
planning to open a new section of
the store that will serve as an ice
cream soda shop.

“Right now, we are not sure
of an exact date, but we are plan-
ning to open this section up in the
spring of this year,” said Dianna
Key.

To keep up with the latest
news at Crossroads Store and
Grill, like them on Facebook or
contact them at (601) 546-2255.

SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE
NEws

After all the donations were
collected from the Christmas
Toy Drive, the Pelahatchie Po-
lice Department was able to
help 28 families. Groceries and

Police Chief sends
out a thank you

toys were given out to these
families in order to help them
during the holiday season. The
Pelahatchie Police Department
would like to thank all of the
residents who donated and
helped with the toy drive.

NOW ACCEPTING
RESUMES
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ERA Real Estate Professionals
601-540-4084 Voice or Text
Megan.Hall@ERA.com

2013 ERA National Circle of Honor Award

#1 Commissioned Sales Rep
#2 Writer

Be a part of your hometown paper.
Please send resume and

cover letter to:
ClayMansell@PelahatchieNews.Com
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Cross Roads Baptist
Church offers
Upward Basketball

By: JOHN VAUGHN, PASTOR OF
Cross Roaps BAPTIST CHURCH

Upward Basketball is in full
swing at Cross Roads Baptist
Church. This is the 13th year that
boys and girls have had the oppor-
tunity to play Upward Basketball at
Cross Roads. Since its debut in
2000, the program has grown and
evolved.

In 2010, a Kindergarten level
was started, and last year, we began
to offer Upward Cheerleading.
Currently, we have a total of 181
children participating in the pro-
gram. Participants come from as far
away as Forest and Brandon, and
51 churches are represented.

In the Upward Program, every

Preparing for tax season?

Gear up for tax season with
Ross & Betts, PLLC

Knox W. Ross, Jr. and Shirell Stuart Betts
Certified Public Accountants
107 South Brooks Street
P.O. Box 369
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Office: 601-854-7007
Fax: 601-854-7008

child is valued and receives equal
playing time. The goal of Upward
is to help every child improve their
basketball skills and to give them
spiritual lessons that they will ben-
efit from for the rest of their lives.

Games are played every Sat-
urday and will continue until Feb-
ruary 16. The Upward Awards
Celebration will be February 23.
Penn’s Fish House will cater a
meal, and entertainment will be
provided by Steve Brogan, a pro-
fessional entertainer from Norman,
Okla. The entertainment is free and
open to the public. Meal tickets
must be purchased in advance from
the church office or at one of the
Upward events.

PAC past players
honored at halftim
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Lynn Everett, Dwayne McNair, Coach Billy Gray and Frank Dilliard were honored at Pela-
hatchie Attendance Center’s (PAC) game on January 11 at halftime. Coach Billy Gray was
recognized for coaching at PAC for over 21 years and for having over 1,000 career victories
in his 40 years of coaching. Lynn Everett, Dwayne McNair and Frank Dilliard were cele-
brated for being a part of winning teams in PAC history. Banners were placed in the gym to
commemorate past winning teams. (Photo by: Kristen Jones)

4 )
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K2 MEDICAL CLINIC

. Prescription Weight Loss
. Annual Wellness Exams

« Medicaid Immunizations

¢ Pulmonary Function Testing

« Sick Visits

« DOT / School & Work Physicals
* Minor Emergency

O O

OUR STAFF:

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN
Kim Risher

Florence Measells
Jennifer Wilson
Dr. William F. Krooss. II

507 Hwy 80 West
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002
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Psalm 119:165
“Great peace have
they which love thy law

and nothing shall offend
them.”

I think it is safe to say
that we live in a world of offense.
Amen? So many people have been
hurt by someone or something, whether it
was intentional or unintentional. No one
likes to be hurt. In my life, when I have
been hurt by others, it left the door open for
unforgiveness to creep in and really begin
to tear things apart in my life. Have you
ever been there?

I truly believe God has a plan for our
lives. He wants to make us a people who
have impact, influence and fruitfulness in
His Kingdom, and being offended at some-
one along the way can rob us of that

Taking offense

appointment. One of the signs of great ma-
turity in the Christian life is the ability to
not be offended. The word offense in the
original Greek language means a stumbling
block, a trap or a snare, and Satan uses
offense to rob us of the blessings of God. 1
do not know about you, but as a believer, |
do not want to miss out on anything that
God has for me. In Acts 24:16, Paul says
that he has to exercise himself to have a
conscious void of offense toward God and
man. If the apostle Paul had to work at it, I
think we will have to work at it as well.
May I challenge you today? Has
someone offended you? Forgive them.
Have you offended someone? Ask for their
forgiveness. Do not allow unforgiveness to
lead to bitterness and anger. Allow God to
help you. Forgive much because we have
been forgiven much. It is summed up best

in the words of a song by Matthew West.

It says...

“It’ll clear the bitterness away,
It can even set a prisoner free,
There is no end to what its power can do.

So, let it go and be amazed by what you
see through eyes of grace.

The prisoner that it really frees is you...
forgiveness!”
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By: Tom MiLes
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Last week
was a busy one at
the State Capitol.
I was honored to
host a press con-
ference featuring
several men and
women first re-
sponders on
Thursday. These
individuals risk
their lives for us
daily. I have introduced House Bill 269
(HB 269) which will increase the death
benefit for these public servants from
$65,000 to $100,000 at no cost to tax-
payers. It also includes emergency man-
agement as potential recipients of the
benefit.

I was especially pleased that our
local group from Scott and Rankin
County attended the press conference.
It was good to see our local law enforce-
ment, fire fighters and emergency man-
agement. They are always there for us
when we need them, and it does not

(Photo special to The
Pelahatchie News)
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matter to them what personal risk they
take to help us. It is an honor for me to
have sponsored this bill and to work
across party lines with my colleagues in
the Senate and House to see it become
law. Our men and women first respon-
ders and their families deserve our full
support.

As you have probably heard, we
spent over ten hours in debate over
House Bill 369 (HB 369) or “The Mis-
sissippi Public Charter Schools Act of
2013” on Tuesday, January 22. After 18
amendments were voted on and the en-
tire bill was read out loud word-for-
word, a final vote was taken around
12:50 a.m. The measure passed 64-55.
I voted against it.

Although the House version does
offer limitations on where and how
charter schools can be placed, I still be-
lieve we should follow the law and fully
fund our public schools before trying
something new. One amendment that [
supported was to give the public an op-
portunity to vote if they wanted charter
schools in their community or not, but
it was voted down, unfortunately. One

for Birthday and
Special Occasions
Contact owners

Michele Johnson
and Debbie Robinson

601-854-7112

downtown Pelahatchic

Perfect, and in time for Valentine’s
are the Ronaldo Bracelets. Also available,
Lily and Laura bracelets, Emi Jays,
popular apparel in juniors and ladies,

baby items, pottery, dips and soups.

Scheduling Tea Parties

Located in

110 8. Brooks Avce.

FLOWERS
will be available for

ordering and *delivery.
(*Dellvery i ouly for keal schools.)

of the biggest concerns of many is that
losing children out of our traditional
public schools could lead to a large in-
crease on local ad valorem taxes.

Now, the House version of the
charter school law will go to the Senate
for consideration and deliberation. No
matter which version prevails, it will
wind up in a conference committee to
iron out the differences. Conference
committees are supposed to be con-
ducted in public, and I will make every
effort to let you know in advance of
their meeting and also let you know
who is on the committee.

[ ' was happy to vote to help approve
(HB 610) which will allow the Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical Center to
update and improve its facilities for
training physicians and other healthcare
providers. Importantly, this measure
will also allow for the expansion of en-
rollment in the medical school. Before,
the school was limited to about 135
graduates each year; it will be able to
expand that number to up to 200. This
will mean citizens in our rural areas will
have better access to physicians.

On January 28 and 29 of this week,
Thosted Erin Merryn at the Capitol
while she was speaking on behalf of
Erin’s Law. Senator Collins of Tupelo is
sponsoring the Senate version of the
law (SB 2133), and I authored the bill
(HB 200). I will write more about Erin’s
visit to Jackson along with the progress
of this effort to make sure children who
have been sexually assaulted will know
how to report their abusers and get out
of harm’s way. We were so thankful that
Erin agreed to come. Her presence
made a big difference.

I invite you to visit our website at
www.legislature.ms.gov, watch our
floor debates live, look through the var-
ious bills and peruse the voting records
of members. This is an important step
in bringing our state government into
full transparency for our citizens, and |
am proud that the new website is so
easy to explore. Please feel free to call
me at 601-469-7886, or email me at
tmiles@ house.ms.gov if you have con-
cerns or comments. | welcome your
input and look forward to hearing from

you.
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