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May is fi nally here! As 
this school year comes 
to a close and on be-
half of the faculty and 
staff  of Pelahatchie 
High School, I must 

say how extreme-
ly proud we are of 
our student body. 
While we have had 
a tremendous year, 
there is still much to 
do to end on a vic-
torious note. I will 
use this opportunity 
to highlight several 
key events that are 
in our sights.
 May is testing 
season for us at 
Pelahatchie High 
School. Our staff 
has done a tremen-
dous job of educat-
ing your kids, and we look forward to 
their outputs on their “End of Year” as-
sessments. These tests are required for 
graduation, and it is the expectation for 
our students to perform at the profi cient 
level (score of 4) or higher. Students 

will be informed of their responsibili-
ties during these weeks of accountabil-
ity (May 10-20). Please help us prepare 
our students for success by ensuring a 
great night’s rest, a nice breakfast, as 
well as a positive mindset as they leave 

for school.    
  The fi rst week of 
May also brings our 
senior’s school year 
to a close, as their 
last class day is May 
2, with exam days 
to follow on May 3 
and 4. Graduation 
practice and cere-
mony expectations 
have been commu-
nicated to our se-
nior class, and we 
are looking forward 
to a dignifi ed grad-
uation ceremony at 
the Muse Center on 

May 19 at 7 pm.
 While the school year has been phe-
nomenal, we are only as good as our 
last day of work. Therefore, let’s be our 
best as we wrap this school year in Red 
and Black! Go Chiefs!

Strong � nish for Pelahatchie High School
By Guest Columnist Dr. Teague Burchfi eld, Principal, Pelahatchie 
High School

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Town of Pelahatchie is anticipating the opening of its very own ATV Park. The 
Mud Only ATV Park is owned by Sam Yarbrough, James Birdwell and Jason Birdwell.
 As mentioned in the September 2021 issue of Pelahatchie News, the Board of Alder-
man at City Hall approved the construction of the ATV park at the August 2021 board 
meeting. This recreational facility will be the � rst ATV park to open in Rankin County.
 Once the purchase of the property was � nalized in February 2022, the groundwork 
of the park could begin. Logging equipment and other machinery has been brought 
in to open it up for trails, parking and camper slots. A date for the opening of the Mud 
Only ATV Park can only be speculated at this point, due to the amount of rain Missis-
sippi has received.
 The rain hasn’t slowed the owners down in the planning process. They have been 
busy with the layout of several trails. Plans for trails include, “trying to keep it looking 
nice and clear of debris,” said Yarbrough. The Mud Only ATV Park is envisioned to be 
an environment where riders and campers can have a great time and do so safely.
 As safety is important, the park plans to have an on-site helipad and quali� ed safety 
and emergency personnel. Also, it will be well lit and gated when not open.
 Yarbrough and the Birdwells say they are appreciative of the interest regarding the 
park. They are working as quickly as possible to get it ready. O�  road enthusiasts will 
be able to purchase arm bands at the gate for the day or the weekend. The Mud Only 
ATV Park will be located at I-20 and Highway 43 - behind the Chevron and Texaco gas 
stations.
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Mud Only ATV Park: Laying the groundwork

we have gifts
for all the moms! 

Check out our website at thebranchrcc.com.


