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	 Barron Burnham and Kellar Brown 
were named East Rankin Academy 
(ERA)’s Valedictorian and Salutatori-
an.
 	Barron Burnham, valedictorian, serv- 
ed this year as twelfth grade Student 
Council representative. He is also a 
member of Mu Alpha Theta Mathemat-
ics Honor Society, ACT 30+Academic 
Team, the ERA Chapter of the National 
Honor Society, and served as captain of 

East Rankin’s championship academic 
quiz bowl team. He plans to contin-
ue his education at the University of 
Southern Mississippi.
	 Kellar Brown, salutatorian, is a mem-
ber of the ERA Chapter of the National 
Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta Math-
ematics Honor Society, and ACT Ac-
ademic Team. He also participated on 
the school’s Science Quiz Bowl Team 
and state championship robotics team. 
Brown plans to attend the University of 
Mississippi.

Burnham and Brown 
were named ERA’s 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Special to Pelahatchie News

Barron Burnham, left, and Kellar Brown, right, were named ERA’s Valedictorian and Salutatorian, re-
spectively.
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Photos special to Pelahatchie News

	 Meghan Herrington was named the 
Class of 2021’s Valedictorian. She 
has attended Pelahatchie High School 
(PHS) since the eighth grade. While at 
PHS, she has been an active member of 
the National Beta Club, Phi Theta Kap-
pa, Junior High and High School Varsity 
Cheerleading, Archery, FFA, Newspa-
per Staff, and Yearbook Staff. She vol-
unteers weekly with Empower Perform-
ing Arts in Brandon and has earned over 
500 volunteer service hours over the last 
four years. Herrington’s future plans are 
to attend the University of West Ala-
bama where she will continue her cheer-

leading career for the Tigers. She plans 
to earn a degree in Cell and Molecular 
Biology and eventually attend medical 
school to specialize in pediatrics.
	 Reagan Sanders was named the 2021 
Salutatorian. She has attended Pela-
hatchie since kindergarten. While at 
PHS, she has been an active member 
of the MDE Superintendent’s Student 
Advisory Board, National Beta Club, 
Phi Theta Kappa, Junior High and High 
School Basketball team, soccer team, 
volleyball team, track team, and student 
council. She also served as the 2020-
2021 Student Body President. Sanders 
plans to attend the University of Missis-
sippi to obtain a degree in education.

Herrington and Sanders 
take PHS’ top honors 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Meghan Herrington, left, was named the Class of 2021’s Valedictorian and Reagan Sanders, right, was 
named the Salutatorian.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie HS celebrates completion of bond issue projects

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) held a ribbon cutting in April to celebrate the completion of two new classrooms, two career academies, an electrical upgrade, mechanical upgrade, new intercom/fire alarm, security 
cameras for doors/halls, reroof, replaced windows, toilet renovations, ceilings, lights, flooring as needed, renovate science labs, site work, new science lab multipurpose facility, new front secure entry and fine arts 
facility.  Pictured (l to r) are: Eriberto Banuelas, Javion Harris-Magee, Reagan Sanders, Katie Belle Boyer, Myles Stringer, Mariah McGill, Alexia Jones, Leslie Hebert, Ryan Keeton, Kelsey Williams, Pelahatchie High 
School Principal, Dr. Teague Burchfield, RCSD Superintendent, Dr. Sue Townsend, Pelahatchie High School Assistant Principal, Philip Nelson, Pelahatchie Mayor, Ryshonda Beecham, RCSD Assistant Superinten-
dent, Karen Schmidt, RCSD Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Undray Scott, Sherron Day with Mississippi Tobacco Free Coalitions, RCSD Assistant Superintendent, Shane Sanders, RCSD Construction Administrator, 
Jay Yarbrough, Pelahatchie Elementary Principal, Robin Sanders, Pelahatchie Counselor, Brandi Johns,  and Julie Turner and Russ Blount with Dale | Bailey Architects.
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ERA band rates superior at MAIS Spring Festival
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Homecoming
At

Rehobeth

Special to Pelahatchie News
East Rankin Academy (ERA) Upper School Band rated superior in May at the 2021 MAIS Spring Band Festival. 

NAME	 AGE	 CITY	 DOD	 ARRANGEMENTS
Tommy Windham	 68	 Pulaski	 4/21/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Nicholas Poor	 23	 Morton	 4/21/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Perry Lee Webb	 28	 Forest	 4/22/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Billie O’Bannon	 87	  Forest	 4/25/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Algie Stewart	 70	  Brandon	 4/28/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Jose Meza	 26	 Morton	 4/26/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Rhonda Williams	 65	 Newton	 4/30/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Eleanor Upton	 77	  Newton	 5/5/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Bruce Taylor	 63	 Morton	 5/6/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Jimmy Harrell	 65	 Morton	 5/10/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Austin Denton	 85	 Pelahatchie	 5/10/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Bernice Bailey	 90	 Canton	 5/18/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Walter Ford	 73	 Forest	 5/19/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
James Douglas Pinter	 25	 Forest	 5/19/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Jake Nester	 38	 Lake	 5/21/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Glynda Bradford	 65	 Forest	 5/23/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
Sylvia Gatewood	 75	 Lake	 5/24/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services
William “Billy” Lewis	 93	 Morton	 5/24/2021	 Wolf Funeral Services

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Mailed for FREE
to every resident and business

in the Rankin Zip Code of 39145.
To advertise, call Susie at

601-566-1932, x. 2.
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Change is underway 
at Cross Roads Baptist 
Church! Like all other 
churches, Cross Roads 
struggled through the ef-

fects of COVID-19. Almost overnight, 
Zoom classes and Facebook Live be-
came standard fare, and new avenues 
of on-line ministries were initiated. We 
went through starting back up, stopping 
again and restarting once more. Initial-
ly, the focus was on "doing as much as 
possible, as soon as possible, as safely 
as possible." 
	 But during the months of total shut-
down and reduced activity, the goal 
evolved from "getting back to where 
we were" to "going where we have 
never been." The church staff, deacons, 

and other leaders prayed constantly for 
God’s guidance and for the church to 
be willing to follow His leadership as it 
was revealed. Getting back to an arbi-
trary status quo was no longer desirable 
or acceptable.  
	 For many years, we have believed that 
Cross Roads was the church where God 
is at work "in us," and "through us." He 
is working "in us" to change our lives 
and conform us to His image. And He is 
at work "through us" as we allow Him 
to use us individually and as a church to 
impact the lives of others with the Gos-
pel.  
	 As the result of a desire to not only "get 
back" but to "go forward," the church 
has embraced a new leadership struc-
ture and direction for the future. Bro. 
John Vaughn will soon enter his 19th 
year as the pastor at Cross Roads. Under 
the changes that the church has enacted, 
Bro. John will now be the Lead Pastor 

with the responsibility for overall lead-
ership, pastoral care, evangelism and 
outreach.  
	 Bro. Kevin Halle has a total of nine 
years of ministry at Cross Roads as the 
part time Minister of Students. Under 
the new structure, Bro. Kevin will be the 
full time Associate Pastor of Preaching 
and also be responsible for discipleship 
and Christian education ministries.  Bro. 
Kevin will also continue as Student 
Minister until a new staff member can 
be added for that responsibility.
	 Bro. Byron Green began to serve the 
Lord at Cross Roads just a few months 
before the COVID crisis began. He will 
continue to serve the church full time as 
Associate Pastor of Music and Business 
Administration.    
	 The staff at Cross Roads also includes 
Samantha Sherrill, who has served over 
four years as our Children’s Minister.  
And in the church office, Shelia Brad-

shaw and Angela Ricks have over ten 
years combined service at Cross Roads.  
Sheila is the Church Financial Assistant 
and Angela is the Church Administra-
tive Assistant.  
	 These changes take effect this month 
and put Cross Roads in a position to tru-
ly fulfill what we believe our purpose is, 
as stated in our Mission Statement: "To 
know Jesus and to make Him known; to 
follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit; 
and to take God’s Word to God’s World."  
	 Our Sunday schedule starts with a 
Contemporary Worship Service at 8:30 
led by our Praise Team. At 10:00, we 
have Bible Study for all ages. And at 
11:00, we have a blended worship ser-
vice with worship leadership provided 
by our church choir.  
	 We invite you to come to Cross Roads 
and see what God is doing "in us" and 
"through us!" We’ll make you feel like 
you are coming home!  

Change is underway at Cross Roads Baptist Church
By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary names Chiefs with Character

Special to Pelahatchie News

The final grouping of Chiefs with Character for the 2020-2021 
school year were named for May. Pictured (l to r) bottom row, 
are: McKenna Cupstid, and Abel Lamb; second row: Anna 
Grace Conklin, Bentlee Smith, and Paisley Cupstid; third row: 
Abel Pineda, and Ramzey Beechem; fourth row: Myla Woods, 
Skyller Snow, Alston Jones, August Parker, Lucas Gardner, 
and Brooklyn Pilgrim; fifth row: Amelia Garcia, Adrian Beard, 
Maci Vanderford, Lennon McFadden, Reighlynn Gilmore, 
Beckett Myers, and Americo Lopez; and sixth row: Browdy 
Taylor, Macy Renfroe, Brooklyn Alford, and Cash Nickles.
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John Vaughn
Lead Pastor

Minister of Family Care, Evangelism & Outreach

Samantha Sherrill
Children’s Minister

Come Worship, Serve and Grow with us!  Cross Roads Baptist Church
104 Crossroads Road

Pelahatchie, MS 39145Sunday Schedule
8:30 Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 Bible Study for all Ages (601) 546-2297
11:00  Blended Worship Service www.crossroadspel.org

Wednesday Schedule
Online Worship Opportunities 5:30 Family Meal (Call for Reservations)

“Cross Roads Baptist Church” Facebook Page6:30 Adult Prayer & Bible Study 
Children in Action Sunday: Live Worship Service at 8:30 amYouth Worship

Wednesday: Live Bible Study at 6:30 pmCouples Support Group
Every Weekday: Live Morning Devotion at 7:30 amLadies Bible Study

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where God is at work: In Us……And Through Us

Kevin Halle 
Associate Pastor for Preaching

Minister of Discipleship & Chris�an Educa�on

Byron Green 
Associate Pastor for Music

Minister of Church Administra�on

Sheila Bradshaw
Financial Assistant

Angela Ricks
Administra�ve Assistant
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*This is a variable rate loan. After 6 months the rate will revert to the standard tiered rate according to the 
amount of the HELOC line requested. Maximum APR is 18%.

STANDARD TIERED RATE:
Bank pays up to $250 in closing cost............................................................. (up to $24,999) Prime +1%
Bank pays up to $500 in closing cost.................................................. ($25,000 to $49,999) Prime +.50% 
Bank pays all closing cost ................................................................................ ($50,000 or more) Prime
Closing costs may be up to $1,500. All fees must be paid in cash. 

Interest only payments for the first 120 months based on the outstanding balance. Following the 10 year 
interest only period, the outstanding balance will be termed out with monthly principal and interest payments 
based on a 15 year term. A balloon payment MAY result. A PriorityOne Bank Checking account must be 
established and be tied to the HELOC.

PHS names Student and Teacher of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

Zoey Jones was named Pelahatchie High School’s Student of the Month, and Liz Renfrow is Teacher of 
the Month for April. Pictured above (l to r) are: Dr. Teague Burchfield, Jones, and Tanner Wilson of Farm 
Bureau. Pictured below (l to r) are: Dr. Teague Burchfield, Renfrow, and Tanner Wilson of Farm Bureau.

Hester receives Beta Club scholarship

Special to Pelahatchie News

Makaylee Hester of Pelahatchie High School was awarded a $500 scholarship for the 2020/2021 school 
year by the Mississippi Beta Council. Of the five scholarship winners, two of those five are Rankin County 
School District students. In addition to Hester, Sammoria Williams  of Brandon High School won $1,500.
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PLEASE VOTE
WESLEY SCOTT WALTERS

ALDERMAN
WARD ONE

Ad paid for by candidate.

VOTE IN
JUNE 8

ELECTION!

RUNNING FOR
ALDERMAN
AT LARGE.

CATHERINE
POARCH

“BRING BACK
PELAHATCHIE.”

Ad paid for by candidate.

Lee recognized as Student 
Support Services Superstar

Special to Pelahatchie News

Student Support Services “Superstar” for the Month of April was Pelahatchie Elementary School’s Coun-
selor Dana Lee. Pictured (l to r) are: Ginger Jones, Lee and Jeri Lynn Rushing.
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Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM
Rachel W. McCurdy, DVM

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR24 HOUR
601-502-3706601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

VIEW YOUR TOWN’S PAPER ONLINE AT
www.pelahatchienews.com

Herrington signs with UWA for cheerleading

Special to Pelahatchie News

Meghan Herrington signed her letter of intent with University of West Alabama for cheerleading. Tryouts 
were held the weekend of April 16-18. She plans to major in Cell and Molecular Biology with a double 
minor in Psychology and Journalism while attending the university. Pictured (l to r) are: Rita Holley-grand-
mother, Rita Herrington-grandmother, Mandy Herrington-mother, Jack Herrington-Brother, Meghan Her-
rington, Nick Herrington-father, KatieBelle Herrington-sister, and Larry Herrington-grandfather.

Hinds holds Spring 2021 Graduation

	 Hinds Community College held three 
graduation ceremonies on Thursday, 
May 13 at the Rankin Campus and a 
fourth ceremony on Saturday, May 15 at 
the Utica Campus. Pelahatchie residents 
who received their degrees included 
Claire Brunt, Scarlett Castillo, Christian 
Earby, Kirby King, and 
Sara Scales.
	 "Commencement is a 
proud occasion for the 
Hinds Community Col-
lege family. Every gradua-
tion ceremony is special at 
the college as we celebrate 
the success of each student," said Hinds 
President Dr. Stephen Vacik. "It's import-
ant that we truly celebrate what you have 
accomplished, what you have achieved 
and what you're going to achieve. You 
have made it through a series of unusu-
al circumstances to get to this point and 
you are to be commended."

	 Nearly 1,000 students participated in 
one of the four ceremonies, including 
students eligible to participate in previ-
ous ceremonies cancelled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In total, Hinds 
conferred 1,761 degrees or certificates, 
with some students receiving more than 
one credential.
  Out of those, 300 graduated cum laude 

with a grade point average 
of 3.2 to 3.59; 240 grad-
uated magna cum laude 
with a grade point aver-
age of 3.6 to 3.99 and 111 
graduated summa cum 
laude with a grade point 
average of 4.0.

  With six campuses in central Missis-
sippi, Hinds Community College is a 
comprehensive institution offering qual-
ity, affordable educational opportunities 
with academic programs of study lead-
ing to seamless university transfer and 
career and technical programs teaching 
job-ready skills.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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hindscc.eduhindscc.edu
Register Now For Fall Classes!Register Now For Fall Classes!  

               You Can  You Can 
Get Get THERETHERE From From

      HEREHERE!!

WhereverWherever  
   you’re going..   you’re going....

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employ-
ment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Franklin, Vice President of Instruction/
Career & Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON-Academic-Technical Center  |  JACKSON-Nursing/Allied Health Center  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

ACADEMICSACADEMICS
If you plan to pursue a bachelor’s If you plan to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree from a university, choose degree from a university, choose 
academics and save on tuition for academics and save on tuition for 
your first two years.your first two years.

CAREER/TECHNICALCAREER/TECHNICAL
Many professions don’t require a Many professions don’t require a 
bachelor’s degree. Get job-ready bachelor’s degree. Get job-ready 
with hands-on training in 1–2 years.with hands-on training in 1–2 years.

Hinds offers academic courses Hinds offers academic courses 
guaranteed to transfer to guaranteed to transfer to 
universities, more than 70 career universities, more than 70 career 
and technical program options and technical program options 
and 12 nursing & allied health and 12 nursing & allied health 
programs.programs.

ERA shooting teams win MSSP state title

Special to Pelahatchie News

	 East Rankin students won $8,000 
of the $10,000 in scholarship mon-
ey provided by Mississippi Scholastic 
Shooting Program (MSSP) foundation. 
Brayden Warner shot 199 out of 200. He 
only missed one clay in two days.  The 

school won the state title for the third 
time in four years. The complete result 
list can be viewed on the MSSP web-
page. There were 54 public and private 
schools from across the state and 898 
students competing this year. Fifteen 
new schools have signed up for next 
season.

Special to Pelahatchie News

ERA students achieve honors 
in HCC Literary Festival

Special to Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy (ERA) students achieved honors in the Hinds Community College 2021 Literary 
Festival in May. Winners pictured (l to r) are: Macy Brunt, Honorable Mention in Essay; Emily Loe, third 
place in Essay; Halle Huffman, first place in Essay which includes a $3500.00 scholarship to Hinds Com-
munity College (HCC); and Barron Burnham, first place in Short Story including a $3500.00 scholarship.
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HANDHELD BLOWER
BG 50

$13999

"Powerful and lightweight." 
- Kevin2376

16”bar†

CHAIN SAW
MS 170

"It starts easily and runs great." 
- Dick44

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. †�e actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. 
Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. ©2021 STIHL 

Bring the big leagues to your backyard.

$19999
STARTING AT

Includes charger and built-in battery.

HEDGE TRIMMER
HSA 45 BATTERY

"Light weight and easy to use." 
- Haefdh

$12999

TRIMMER
FS 40 C-E

"This trimmer is a great value." 
- Alwaysstihlin

$16999 $18999

Hwy 471, Brandon, MS

601-824-0074

	 East Rankin Academy (ERA) named 
Jacob Iles as the new JV/Varsity boys 
basketball coach and assistant tennis 
coach. Coach Iles has spent the last 
four years as the junior varsity and var-
sity boys basketball coach, head tennis 
coach, and head girls soccer coach at 
Manchester Academy. 
	 While at Manchester, he led his JV 
boys team to a 26-0 record and a district 
championship. In 2019, he was also 
named MAIS District 2-AA Coach of 
the Year. Coach Iles has also served as a 
basketball coach and head tennis coach 
at both Germantown Middle School 
and Senatobia High School. 
	 Coach Iles received his Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Political Science in 2005 
from the University of Mississippi and 
his Master of Science Degree in Sports 
Administration in 2020 from Arkansas 
State University. 

	 He and his wife, Alison, have two 
children, Caroline, age 6, and newborn, 
Eliza Cate.

Iles named new ERA boys basketball coach

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

PHS recognizes Students of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School's Students of the Month for April, above (l to r), are: Cooper Conn, Cooper Sir-
mon, Braden Laughlin, and Cameron Rayborn; below (l to r), are: Nahgee Hawkins, Cyntria Beard, Abby 
Grace Hemeter, Skylar Ousby, and Christina Flores. Not Pictured are: Ja'Karis Stokes, Lucan Dean, and 
Gracie Thompson.
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East Rankin Academy graduating class of 2021

OUR MISSION:
TO PROVIDE OUT-OF-THE-BOX CREATIONS FOR ALL AGE 
GROUPS TO ENJOY WHILE ALWAYS PROVIDING A MEMORABLE 

EXPERIENCE

 
Jon Beard | Jon.Beard@crookedletterkitchen.com |  (601) 374-1757 

"More homes sold in Pelahatchie
than any other agent." 

Src. Central MS MLS

The East Rankin Academy graduating class of 2021. 
Special to Pelahatchie News
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Come
Check Us 

Out...We’re 
More Than 
Just Co	ee!

Open
Monday-Saturday

6 am - 6 pm

Like Us
On Facebook!

(L to R) front row, are, Jenny Harrell/ 
Manager, Amy Bailey, and Jennifer Quick; 

and  (L to R) back row, are: Cindy Jo 
Weimer, and Brian Hall/Owner.

810 Second Street,
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-759-5015

It’s amazing to see 
that the end of the 
school year arrived 
so quickly. I want to 

thank you all for the support and pa-
tience shown these past 10 months. We 
had successes and some challenges, yet 
despite all, we continued the work that 
has to be done to ensure the safety and 
educational needs of our students. Spe-
cial thanks go to all of our Parent Part-
ners and donors. I hope that we con-
tinue working together in the coming 
years. Your support creates a commu-
nity that promotes student achievement 
and helps to ensure our students are our 
top priority.
	 Parents, we want to thank you for your 
kindness, grace, and cooperation as our 
faculty and staff members worked to 
provide quality learning experiences 
for our students and to support their ef-
forts to learn. We have been amazed by 

the flexibility, resiliency, and creativity 
that our students have shown this year. 
They are resilient, and we know that 
they will come through this difficult 
time having learned important lessons 
about themselves.
	 I would like to thank our hard working 
and caring faculty and staff who have 
made a huge difference to our students. 
Their commitment to the students of 
Pelahatchie Elementary is outstanding. 
Thank you for providing rich and en-
gaging, well-rounded experiences for 
our kids and knowing that education is 
about wonder and fostering curiosity, 
along with development of social skills 
so needed to succeed. For these, and a 
million other things, we are truly grate-
ful.
	 In closing, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate all students of Pelahatchie 
Elementary School! I wish you all a 
very happy, safe and enjoyable sum-
mer. Please be sure to take time as fam-
ily to talk, play and READ together.
	 I look forward to seeing you in Au-
gust. To those of who are leaving us for 
new places, we wish you all the best!

By Guest Columnist 
Robin Sanders, 
Principal, Pelahatchie 
Elementary

Dear Pelahatchie Elementary Families

Special to 
Pelahatchie News
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facebook.com/WhirlWindconstruction

White and Tucker inducted into Phi Kappa Phi

	 Jordan White and Amanda Tucker 
were recently initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's 
oldest and most selective all-discipline 
collegiate honor society. White 
was initiated at The Uni-
versity of Mississippi 
and Tucker at the Uni-
versity of Louisiana 
at Monroe.
	 White and Tuck-
er are among ap-
proximately 30,000 
students, faculty, 
professional staff 
and alumni to be ini-
tiated into Phi Kappa 
Phi each year. Member-
ship is by invitation only 
and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. Only the top 10 
percent of seniors and 7.5 percent of 
juniors are eligible for membership. 

Graduate students in the top 10 percent 
of the number of candidates for gradu-
ate degrees may also qualify, as do fac-
ulty, professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinction.
	 Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 

under the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus L. 

Urann who had a desire 
to create a different 

kind of honor soci-
ety: one that recog-
nized excellence in 
all academic disci-
plines. Today, the 
Society has chap-
ters on more than 
325 campuses in the 

United States and the 
Philippines. Its mission 

is "To recognize and pro-
mote academic excellence in 

all fields of higher education and to en-
gage the community of scholars in ser-
vice to others."

Special to Pelahatchie News



13June 2021

great gifts f
Father’s Day

Hooey Men’s 
Shirts & Caps. 
All shirts are 
made of the 
super cool

& comfy 
bamboo
material.

2861 Hwy. 80 E.
Brandon, MS 39042
601-825-5051

2861 Hwy. 80 E.
Brandon, MS 39042
601-825-5051

Felix takes first in age and weight category

Special to Pelahatchie News

	 Hard work is paying off for Pelahatchie 
High School senior, Carlos Felix. After 
only five weeks of training, Felix com-
peted in the 7th Annual Mississippi State 

Weightlifting Championship. The event 
consisted of the snatch and clean and 
jerk. He snatched 75 kg (165 pounds) and 
clean and jerked 110 kg (243 pounds) for 
a total of 185 kg (407 pounds). Carlos 
took first in his age and weight category.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie High School class of 2021

Photo by Meg Elise Photography

The Pelahatchie High School class of 2021: Autumn Marie Adams, Jose Alberto Banuelas-Lopez, Brandy Marie Bell, Chance Jeffery Boone, Lakita Ashanti Boyd, Gaven Cade Boydstun, Katie Belle Boyer, Tariq 
Tyrell Dampeer, Garrett Michael Day, Matthew Ryann Day, Kathryn Olivia Epling, Juan Carlos Felix, Brooklyn Mill'e Ferguson, Christina Perez Flores, Victoria Rose Gibney, Damarquis Jarquez Gilbert, Jared Alex-
ander Goodin, Paige Alexus Graves, Erin Marie Hanson, Matthew Aden Harper, Meghan Kathleen Herrington, Makaylee Rae Hester, Makenzie, Rose Hester, Emmie Chanel Hoard, Kayla Diamond Hobson, Alanna 
Grace Hutzel, Joshua Paul Jenkins, Adriana Shevell Johnson, Alexis Grace Johnson, Bailey Michelle Johnson,Brooklyn Jace Johnson, Jamal Keyshun Johnson, Seanadrian Deshun Johnson, Jacob Lawson Jor-
dan, Lucas Bevin Jordan, La'precious Shamiracle Lee, Telaiah Kiaundra Lewis, Angelica Lopez, Emarie Jordan McGill, JaDeryk Jaqwuan McKinnis, Haley Logan Mills, Iyania Alise Newsome, Landin Dwight Pierce, 
LaKindria Gabrielle Rideout, Isabella Grace Rust, Reagan O'Neil Sanders, Malori Anne Scherer, Mackenzie Frances Faith Smith, Ricky Skilar Squires, Ja'Karis, Cortez Stokes, Jacob Austin Thompson, Peggy Grace 
Thompson, Chase Michael Vanderford, Cass Reid Walters, Chloe Lynn Walters, Caleb Martin Watkins, Joseph Cameron Watkins and Destiny Lee White.
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I remember having the 
neatest time growing 
up. Most of what I have 
learned, I learned from 
life experiences, mostly 

as a child growing up on a +200 acre 
beef, timber, and poultry farm in Rankin 
County. A farm that had more trees on it 
than a little boy could climb in a hundred 
years.  
	 The older I get, the more I come to real-
ize it was here that I received the type of 
education no college could come close 
to offering. My only regret is that 100 
million other American children never 
had the same opportunities I enjoyed - 
opportunities to bottle feed a calf, drive a 
truck and tractor through an empty field 
at the age of five (alone), hunting behind 
my home, and spending summers work-
ing for my dad and grandfather as they 
introduced me to their world.  
	 I remember spending summers work-
ing for my dad, uncles, and grandfa-
ther hauling hay. We cut, raked, baled, 
and hauled hay. We began Christmas 
morning like I began any other cold and 
winter morning, going to the chicken 
house and then opening the gates for my 

dad, as he fed hay to hundreds of hun-
gry animals. I remember riding with my 
granddad in an old Ford truck that had a 
three speed on the column transmission.  
	 In the year 1790, 90% of the American 
population were farmers. Today, only 
2% of the American population serve
as farmers. I’m afraid as a nation we

are beginning to witness the consequenc-
es of having raised multiple generations 
who have never looped the metal chain 
through a gate or ran through a field of 
freshly cut hay. As Extension Agents, 
we present programs to school children 
about agriculture. Kids have argued with 
agents, that milk comes from the grocery 

store.
	 As a nation, we have allowed TV to 
convince our children that all animals 
are cute and cuddly, then wonder why 
dozens of people get killed each year 
attempting to take pictures with bears, 
cougars and copperheads.  
	 As a nation, we have replaced the gar-

den hose, watering bucket, and outside 
chores with things like cell phones and 
I-pads, then we do not take time,  to pay 
attention, to understand what it is doing 
to our kids.
	 There was a time when Americans 
consumed bacon, sausage, biscuits, 
gravy, fried eggs and a big glass of 

milk each morning, and they rarely got 
fat. Why? Because after eating such a 
hardy breakfast, they went out to the 
fields and spent the next 13 hours fixing 
fences, hanging gates, delivering calves, 
plowing, harvesting hay, and harvesting 
grain.
	 Farm work is dirty, tiring, sometimes 
cruel and always difficult, which is 
why the percentage of Americans who 
engage in this work has declined with 
every generation. Yet, it was this type 
of upbringing that allowed a nation to 
produce men and women who pulled to-
gether to fight the enemy forces during 
the Second World War, explore the heav-
ens, eradicate disease, and explore the 
oceans.
	 In my 27-year career with MSU Ex-
tension Service, I have had the privilege 
of working with some of the best fami-
lies and hardest working, smartest, most 
competitive, most successful young 
people in our county. I have accompa-
nied them to various contests in state and 
out of state and watched them excel time 
and time again. As the years went by, I 
have also had the privilege of watching 
them grow into very successful adults, 
and moms and dads.
	 There is just something about growing 
up on a farm.

By Doug Carter, Rankin 
County Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

There is just something about growing up on a farm

Special to Pelahatchie News
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UM announces spring 2021 
Chancellor's Honor Roll

	 The University of Mississippi (UM) re-
cently announced students named to the 
Spring 2021 Honor Roll lists, including 
Chancellor's Honor Roll.
	 Students from Pelahatchie named to the 
Chancellor's Honor Roll include Holden 
Garrett Gray, Hannah Kaitlyn Whitney, 
and Joseph Ward Winstead.  These stu-
dents earned a semester GPA of 3.75-
4.00.

	 "Our students on the Chancellor's Honor 
Roll are among the best and brightest at 
the University of Mississippi," said Chan-
cellor Glenn Boyce. "I commend them 
for their hard work and dedication result-
ing in their incredible academic achieve-
ments and this well-deserved honor."
	 In order to be eligible for honor roll des-
ignation, a student must have completed 
at least 12 graded hours for the semester 
and may not be on academic probation 
during the semester.

Special to Pelahatchie News

The University of Mississippi recently announced students on the Spring 2021 Honor Roll lists.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Thomasson joins Pelahatchie PD

Special to Pelahatchie News

	 The Pelahatchie Police Department 
(PD) added new Patrol Officer Bobbi 
Thomasson. Officer Thomasson is a 
resident of the town and brings with her 
nearly 10 years of service and experi-
ence, according to Police Chief Robert 
Mahaffey. 
	 She has previously worked for the 
Mississippi Department of Corrections, 

Brandon Police Department, and Flor-
ence Police Department. During her 
time with Brandon PD, she received 
the Meritorious Service Award, Distin-
guished Service Award, and Life Sav-
ing Award, all for her dedicated service 
to the community. 
	 "We are very pleased to have her 
now serving the town of Pelahatchie. 
Welcome to the team Bobbi," said the 
Chief.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie resident Bobbi Thomasson joins the PPD as patrol officer.


