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The Key to one of the Top 
Five burgers in Rankin County

 "The Lord really blessed us," said Tom-
my Key, as he described how he prayed 
at the door of a building for sale on High-
way 43 in the Cross Roads Community.  
"We asked for guidance and feel we had 
the go-ahead. We are so honored to have 
the support of the community."
 Diana Key quit her job as an offi  ce 
manager at JBHM Architects in Jack-
son, where she had worked for 12 years, 
to run Cross Roads Store & Grill in Pela-
hatchie. She used her talent at making 
specialty cakes as well as cooking, and 
Tommy now cooks, too, and is in charge 
of the annual crawfi sh they off er. They 
also off er some groceries as it’s at least 
5 miles to any of the surrounding towns.
 Diana said that the restaurant took off  
fast and is now 90% of their business. 
They doubled the seating in 2017 and 
off ered covered dining outside, too. She 
said they are so thankful for their loyal 
customers who regularly eat lunch and 

dinner. She appreciates that customers 
were patient during COVID, when they 
altered their business to make adjust-
ments for carry outs.  
 She said that being nominated and 
making it to the Top 5 in the Best Burger 
category of Rankin’s Best of the Best is 
a big thing for them. It coincides with 
the store’s tenth anniversary, for which 
they are off ering ten percent off  all burg-
ers during their anniversary week of De-
cember 6-11. 
 They said it is easy to remember the 
store’s anniversary, as their grand-
daughter Bailey was born around that 
time. All the family is in involved with 
the business: their sons, Austin and 
Drake, and daughter, Leilani, and their 
spouses,  plus the grandchildren, Bai-
ley, Olivia, Thomas, Aubriana, Brooks, 
and Collins.
 If you haven’t tried the homemade, 
hand-pattied hamburger at Cross Roads 
Store & Grill, it’s time to try one of the 
top burgers around.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Key family is celebrating its tenth anniversary of their store/restaurant in December. All of the Keys 
help out at the Cross Roads Store & Grill, even the younger ones are asking to help. Pictured (l to r), 
front row, are: Aubriana Key, Kessie Key, Bailey Key, Brooks Garletts, Diana Key, and Tommy Key; and 
second row: Kalai, Thomas, and Drake Key, Collins, Austin, Olivia Key, and Leilani and Dwight Garletts.
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15TH ANNUAL “SIP ‘N CIDER”!

Friday, December 10, 2021

5:00pm - 9:00pm

601.859.1307   | 800.844.3369

VISIT CANTONTOURISM.COM FOR EVENT DETAILS.

Once again, Canton brings Christmas memories to life. The city of lights sparkles this holiday season 

with a towering 4 story LED Christmas tree. Enjoy HOLIDAy rides on the historic Canton Square and be 

mesmerized by the new signature light display, Nemo!  Come visit  Mrs. Claus and her band of 

Characters and bask in the spirit of holiday tradition. Shop, dine or curl up for the night during 

Canton’s Christmas Festival Now through the 23rd .  Make your Christmas memories happily ever after 

in Canton.

NOW – DECEMBER 23, 2021




