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Dog and owner reunited at Crooked Creek after � ve years apart

 If you think miracles don’t happen, 
then you need to keep reading. This is a 
story that is over fi ve years in the mak-
ing. It’s a story about Derek and Darby 
Carroll, Rhonda Martin, and Crooked 
Creek Animal Hospital. Together, they 
all made a miracle happen. 
 Six years ago, Derek was living in 
Oxford, Mississippi, and decided he 
wanted a dog. He went to the local 
animal rescue and adopted a sweet 
Schnauzer puppy, naming her Darby. 
From that very day, the two become 
inseparable and were known to family 
and friends as Derek and Darby. One 
year later, Derek and his wife moved 
to Jackson with Darby and their three 
other dogs. Darby went everywhere 
with Derek, especially when play-
ing golf. Darby would sit on the golf 
cart and cheer him on. Then in May, 
2016, Derek let Darby and his three 
other dogs out to his fenced back yard. 
Fifteen minutes later, he let his dogs 
back inside his house with Darby not 
among them. For over a year, Derek 
searched for Darby, driving around 
the neighborhood, putting up posters, 
making social media posts, everything 
he could think to do to fi nd Darby, 
with no success. Darby was gone, and 
Derek was left with a broken heart. 
 Fast forward to September 2021: 
Rhonda Martin was driving by a gas 
station on Highway 43 in Pelahatchie 

and noticed a stray dog walking on the 
side of the road. She pulled over and 
was able to get the dog to come to her. 
She could tell the dog was not home-
less but was lost and missing from her 
home. She took the dog home, gave 
her food and water and comfort care. 
Rhonda made a social media post 
about the sweet dog she had found, 
hoping maybe someone would recog-
nize her and claim her. But no one did. 

 The next day, Rhonda called Crooked 
Creek Animal Hospital, explaining she 
had found the dog and was wondering 
what she could do to possibly fi nd the 
owner. Rhonda was asked if she could 
bring the dog to the clinic so she could 
be checked for a microchip. The dog 
did have a microchip with the informa-
tion about the owner. Thinking the dog 
had only been missing for a day or two 
and a phone call was being made to 
the recent owner of the missing dog, a 
phone call was actually made to Derek 
Carroll. Derek was asked if he is miss-
ing a Schnauzer dog. Dumbfounded, 

he explained he has been missing one 
for over fi ve years. Now everyone in-
volved was in awe that a dog that has 
been missing for over fi ve years has 

been found alive and in good health 
and is going home, home to her origi-
nal family. Home to her fi rst friend that 
loves her and has been missing her for 
fi ve long years. 
 Derek was given directions to Crook-
ed Creek Animal Hospital and was 
on his way to an uncertainty if Darby 
would remember him. A happy ner-
vousness was sensed as Darby was 
placed in Derek’s arms. Derek, being 
overwhelmed with joy, had to take a 
seat and just soak the blessed moment 
in. It didn’t take long before Darby 
began to recognize she was being re-
united with her very fi rst friend. Derek 
was so grateful to Rhonda and Crook-
ed Creek Animal Hospital and could 
not wait to get Darby home so he 
could spend time getting reacquainted 
with Darby. That afternoon was fi lled 
with lots of licks, hugs, and tears of 
joy. Derek and Darby were once again, 
Derek and Darby. 
 This is not just a story of a lost dog 
being reunited with her owner be-
cause the owner was caring enough 
to microchip his dog. This is miracle 
story which could have had a trag-
ic ending or no ending at all. Darby 
could have never gone missing from 
where she was living. Darby could 
have not been found on the side of 
a busy highway. Darby could have 
not had a microchip. But Darby was 
found, and her ending is just the be-
ginning of a long and happy life, with 
her Derek.

By Diane Purvis, Crooked Creek 
Animal Hospital
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Crooked Creek Animal Hospital helped reunite a 
dog with its owner fi ve years after it went missing. 
Dr. Staci Rhodes wanted to share this story for our 
November paper as a reminder to be thankful for 
family and furry friends during the Thanksgiving 
season. Pictured, Derek Carroll holding Darby.
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NAME AGE CITY DOD ARRANGEMENTS
Brandon Clay Wallen 39 Mendenhall 9/25/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Johnny Permenter 53 Brandon 9/30/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Mary L Brooks 86 Forest  9/30/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Jimmy Harvey 85 Lake 10/2/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Jim Stokes 55 Madison 10/3/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Olin Lewis 87 Madison 10/6/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Latain Blossom 95 Forest 10/7/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Tondra Reed 57 Morton 10/8/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Jerry Harmon 78 Lake 10/14/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Anita Daniels 65 Forest 10/15/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Cordie Jones 79 Morton 10/16/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
Lawrence Brown 44 Lake 10/18/2021 Wolf Funeral Services
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I will praise the Lord at all times.
I will constantly speak his praises.

I will boast only in the Lord;
let all who are helpless take heart.

Come, let us tell of the Lord's greatness;
let us exalt his name together.


