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The month of October 
brought to Pelahatchie 
High School the WAPT 
Channel 16 Food for 

Families Football Challenge.  This event 
called for every zone in the Rankin 
County School District to donate canned 
goods for those in 
need.  Pelahatchie 
High School glad-
ly accepted the 
challenge!
 The event start-
ed as we closed 
the first nine 
weeks by cele-
brating excellent 
attendance, academics, and attitudes 
during our "Chief Challenge." Students 
and teachers alike enjoyed a competitive 
obstacle course while also witnessing 
Mr. Hust, Mr. Nelson, and myself get 
"pied" in the face. Proceeds from the 
concession stand went to the purchase 
of canned goods for the "Challenge."  
 Each week during the month of Octo-
ber, we asked our students to compete 
by grade level to see who could donate 
the most canned goods. Through com-
petition, each grade level was able to 
push each other for the "Challenge." Not 
to be outdone, Pelahatchie Elementary 

joined in the event as well and served 
wonderfully.
 To close the month of October, as 
well as to complete the "Challenge," 
clubs, organizations, as well as athletic 
teams developed a "Candy in the Court-
yard" event for Pelahatchie Elementary 
School. Entry to the event was simply 
bringing a canned good to the event.  
This "Fall Festival" event was a fun 
opportunity for elementary students to 
play games and earn candy during the 

event. Later that 
day, the baseball 
and softball teams 
put together a co-
ed softball game to 
assist in the event, 
as well. And, like 
the "Candy in the 
Courtyard" event, 
admission to the 

softball game was simply bringing a 
canned good to donate. All who were in 
attendance had a great time of service 
and fellowship. 
 What a great opportunity Pelahatchie 
High School had to provide such a 
worthy service to those in need. Our 
students, faculty, staff , and community 
should feel proud for their eff orts! As 
we transition to the season of Thanks-
giving, let’s be grateful for all that we 
have as well as the opportunity to pro-
vide for others in their time of need.  On 
behalf of Pelahatchie High School, Hap-
py Thanksgiving, and Go Chiefs!
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Sam T. Means Sr.
May 31, 1944-October 22, 2021
 Sam T. Means Sr. of Pelahatchie  
passed peacefully at home surrounded 
by his family and friends. A memorial 
service was held on Friday, October 29, 
2021, at Ott and Lee Funeral Home in 
Brandon, MS with interment in Con-
cord Baptist Church Cemetery. Visita-
tion was also held Friday at the funeral 
home.  
 Sam was born May 31, 1944, in Rankin 
County, MS to Luther and Grace Huff  
Means. He served 6 years in the Army 
National Guard. He devoted his life to 
his community as a mechanic and weld-
er. He enjoyed visiting with his children, 
grandchildren, friends, and many others 
when he had the downtime. He will be 
missed by all who loved and knew him.
 Preceded in death by his parents, Lu-
ther and Grace Huff  Means and his sis-
ter, Betty Dyess.
 Sam is survived by his life partner, 
Betty Means; daughter, Melissa (David) 
Pate; sons, Sam (Angela) Means, Jr. and 
Tim (Tabatha) Means, and daughter, Sa-
matha Wolf; grandsons: Dustin, Cody, 
Ripley, Zachary, Wyatt and Hunter 
(Megan) Wolf; granddaughter: Jocelyn; 
2 great grandchildren, Huntley and Sam 

Wolf; brothers, Jackie (Beverly) Means, 
Rufus (Linda) Means, and Johnny (Su-
zanne) Means; several nieces, nephews 
and a host of friends.
 You may off er your condolences at 
www.ottandlee.com.
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Maddie Walters wins at State Fair

Maddie Grace Walters won Grand Champion Red Angus Heifer and Grand Champion Red Angus Bull at 
the Mississippi State Fair in October.

Special to Pelahatchie News


