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As we advance to-
wards the opening of 
the 2020-21 school 
year, we are excited 

about the multiple options that we have 
for all of our students and their fam-
ilies.  We know that you have become 
well versed in RCSD’s "Smart Restart" 
plan for a safe and orderly start. Wheth-
er it be the "Enhanced Traditional" 
start (with options to go to a hybrid or 
total distance learning scenario) or the 
CHOICE option, we feel confi dent that 
all of you at this point have made the 
best decisions for your children during 
this time of uncertainty. Regardless of 
the decision that you have made for 
your child, we are grateful that you 
have chosen Pelahatchie High School 
for your child’s education.  
 With that being said, we know that 
there are still many details regarding 
the start of the school year that remain 
unknown.  Rest assured knowing that 
we have spent the 
summer trouble-
shooting all as-
pects of the school 
day to ensure our 
students, faculty, 
and staff  can not 
only be safe in a 
traditional setting, 
but successful as 
well. We are asking all parents to observe 
their student’s health prior to coming to 
school on a daily basis. All students' 
temperatures will be checked upon ar-
rival to school.  "Movement=Mask Up, 
Desk=Mask Down, Protect our Tribe" 
has been created as a daily expectation 
for the upcoming school year. Clutter 
has been cleared from classrooms, and 
desks have been spaced out to adhere 
to CDC guidelines. All opportunities 
to gather socially before and during the 
school day have been suspended until 
further notice. Transitions to and from 
class will be staggered within the class-
room to minimize "bottlenecking" in 
the hallway and intersections. Break-
fast and Lunch processes are "Grab and 
Go," and lunch schedules have been 
amended to minimize traffi  c through the 
hallways and the cafeteria. Disinfecting 
all areas of campus will be a priority not 
only before and after school, but during 
transitions, as well.
 In the event of heightened concerns 
regarding the COVID pandemic, our 
campus will pivot into a "hybrid" school 
setting. This option divides our school 
into teams, Team "Chiefs" (Student’s 
Last Name A-J) and Team "Tribe" (Stu-
dent’s Last Name K-Z). In this setting, 
the Team "Chiefs" will physically at-
tend school only Monday and Thursday 

each week, while Team "Tribe" attends 
only Tuesday and Friday of each week. 
Wednesday will be a distanced learning 
day for all and will also be utilized as a 
campus deep cleansing day. 
 The same goes for our digital options.  
First and foremost, we are more than 
blessed to be a part of a school district 
that places a computer in the hands of 
every student. While faculty and stu-
dents alike have enjoyed these resources 
for the past several years, we are now 
in the position of further expanding our 
knowledge of these instruments. The 
district has scheduled professional de-
velopment in this area to enhance our 
faculty’s abilities in distance learning.  
Resources like Canvas and Zoom will be 
utilized early and often to ensure a suc-
cessful transition to a distance learning 
environment. Communication through 
these computers will be the norm, not 
the exception. Whether at school or at 
home, your children will receive an op-
timal education during the 2020-2021 
school year.
 As we move into the school year, 
keep an eye on our various media out-
lets such as Facebook and our school’s 

website. These plat-
forms, along with our 
"SwiftK12" communi-
cation tool, will allow 
us to communicate to 
you in the event that 
we need to pivot due 
to any environmental 
conditions that come 
our way. Know that 

we will do our best to communicate as 
effi  ciently and eff ectively as possible 
when changes occur. Also, make sure 
to download the Powerschool app to 
view your child’s progress, as well as 
the MyPaymentsPlus app, so you can 
make online lunch payments through-
out the year. We appreciate all of you in 
advance for your patience in navigating 
these uncertain times.
 To close, allow me to communicate 
a few event dates to you.  On Tuesday, 
August 4, all seventh grade parents (and 
their students) are invited to a ZOOM 
"Orientation" at 6 p.m. A virtual "Open 
House" for all students can be viewed 
through a Canvas module that will be 
published Friday, Aug. 7, at 3 p.m. Stu-
dents report to school on Monday, Aug. 
10, with school pictures taking place the 
following day (Aug. 11). Last but not 
least, our fi rst volleyball match vs Pis-
gah is Thursday, Aug. 13, and our fi rst 
football game of the season will be at 
Scott Central on Friday, Sept. 4.  
 It is my hope that you are as excited 
as we are for the start of the school year.  
The greatest rewards always seem to 
come from the most trying times. Let’s 
all do our part to ensure a safe and suc-
cessful start to the upcoming school 
year.
 Go Chiefs!
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Assurances for a safe return to school

2020 PELAHATCHIE
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FOOTBALL
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2020 PELAHATCHIE

AUG

28
VS PUCKETT
(SCRIMMAGE)

SEPT

4
@ SCOTT
CENTRAL

SEPT

11
VS FOREST

SEPT

18
@ BAY SPRINGS

SEPT

25
@ JACKSON 
ACADEMY

OCT

2
VS RIVERSIDE
(HOMECOMING)
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9
@ SOUTH DELTA

OCT

16
VS PISGAH
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23
@ ST. JOE-
MADISON

OCT

30
@ MORTON

Games begin at 7 pm.
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8
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VS SEBASTOPOL

SEPT

22
@ MCLAURIN

SEPT

29
@ LAKE

OCT

6
VS MADISON

ST. JOE
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