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What do you love about Canton? A love letter to the City of Lights
Canton Tourism:

	I guess I would have to say I 
love Canton for all the oppor-
tunities it has offered me over 
the years I have lived here. 
The great sense of community 
has made it a wonderful place 
to live. Also the people. I have 
made many great friends here. 

Canton is a survivor! I love the 
quaintness of the town, as a whole. 
It carries so much amazing history! 
It’s a surviving, while being a 
thriving through it town. It’s 
like a sponge, in the midst of 
an ocean. It soaks up all the 
adversities and always stay a 
float. Sometimes it may seem 
like an ember covered with ash. 
Then comes along that someone, 
with that burst of fresh air, rekin-
dling hope! It survives because 
there are enough caring people in 
and for Canton! 

From a tourism point of view, 
I love Canton because it is a 
quaint Southern town, with lots 
of history and interesting facts 
that I can share with our visi-
tors. From a personal point of 
view, I love Canton because of 
the people who live here. There 
are people who celebrate with 
you during your highest times, 
but also support and lift you up 
during your lowest times. 

Charlotte Wilson:
	I love Canton because Can-
ton, with the most charming 
town square in our state, is a 
beautiful, quaint little town 
filled with rich history, 
friendly, kind and helpful 
people. It is a happy place 

to live, work and play.

I love Canton because it’s 
“home.” I married and raised 
my family in Canton. I have lived 
here my whole life and it brings 
me comfort and a feeling of ac-
ceptance. Thank you, Canton, for 
the many wonderful memories 
throughout my life. There is no 
place like home! 

CPSD superintendent: Gary Hannah
Canton reminds me of my 
hometown of Holly Springs, 
Mississippi. The people here 
are very proud of their city and 
have a strong love for the com-
munity, which speaks volumes 
about its growth and accom-
plishments over the years. I am 
definitely proud to be a part of 
the community and brag about 
it wherever I go! Love Canton!

Kylie Melons: What we love about being in Canton is having the opportunity to serve our customers who 
become family and provide them with the best products and customer service. Canton makes it easy for our mar-
ket to have that “at home” feel and happy atmosphere that makes local folks and visitors always 
feel welcome and special. At Kylie Melons, our goal is to not just sell great 

items, but to be a place that’s warm, fun, and inviting–a real 
destination right here in Canton! 
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1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

LOCAL HOMETOWN SERVICE
We have the largest selection of valentine's candy, gists, balloons 
and more to make your Valentine special this year.
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

We have the largest selection of 
valentine's candy, gi�s, balloons 

and more to make your 
Valentine special this year.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

Special to The Canton News

Canton Public School District re-
cently named La’Keshia Miller their 
Teacher of the Year. Miller is a sev-
enth-grade teacher at Nichols Mid-
dle School. She is a native of Canton 
and a 1996 graduate of Canton High 
School. She is the proud 
mother of three boys, 
Ken’Dre’Vius Miller, 
De’Corus Parker, and 
Ashton Rucker.  
Miller says she consid-

ers it an honor and priv-
ilege to work for Canton 
Public School District.  
Throughout her seven-
teen years in the district, 
she has strived and con-
tinues to strive to live by 
the principles of motivat-
ing, relating and celebrat-
ing.  
She is a 2002 Bachelor 

of Social Work graduate 
of Jackson State Univer-
sity.  In 2010, she com-
pleted a Master of Arts 
in Teaching at Jackson 
State University.  After realizing her 
passion for the children of Canton, 
Miller went on to pursue a Specialist 
in Educational Leadership in 2017.  
Her career in education is an ongoing 
learning process. Miller is currently 
attending the University of Southern 
Mississippi to pursue a Doctorate in 

Educational Leadership, which will 
be completed in June 2023.   
Miller is currently teaching sev-

enth-grade oral communication at 
Nichols Middle School in Canton.
Miller says her role as a teacher is to 

motivate and activate student learn-
ing. Her goal is to help students learn 

what is required in a way 
that works best for them. 
If students are not learn-
ing when she is using a 
certain form or method, 
then she must evaluate 
her methods or/and find 
a better way to help them 
learn. Her personal expe-
riences contribute to her 
philosophy today. She 
says her most meaningful 
learning occurred when 
she was motivated and 
interested. 

“It is my belief that the 
way to achieve this is 
with my own students’ 
voice in the learning 
process and assisting 
them in finding connec-
tions in the curriculum 

to their own lives and interests.  Al-
lowing students to bring their own 
stories, experiences, and ideas into 
the classroom provides the students 
with opportunities to work together, 
learn from each other, and respect 
each other’s differences,” says Mill-
er.

Miller named CPSD Teacher of Year

Special to The Canton News

La’Keshia Miller is a 
seventh-grade teacher at 
Nichols Middle School.

Special to The Canton News

Seniors Shemar Porter, Montrayvious Carter, Tamarcus McGee and Treveon Henderson 

Special to The Canton News

Four Canton High School Tigers 
were recently accepted to and will 
play for Hinds Community Col-

lege. Seniors Shemar Porter, Mon-
trayvious Carter, Tamarcus McGee 
and Treveon Henderson will con-
tinue their play at the collegiate 
level. 

Four Tigers become Eagles
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We’re honored
to be #1 in
life insurance.

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.

Grab your next read with these books by 

African American Authors!
By Courtney Warren 

I have always been a reader. 
Thanks to my dad, I’ll read any-
thing by anyone. I’ve told this 
story before, but, once I became 
a teacher, a wonderful young 
man asked me, “Mrs. Warren, 
why don’t read we read any 
books about black kids? Or by 
black people?” That brilliant stu-
dent has since graduated, but his 
words stuck with me, and I have 
always made it a point to diver-
sify my book list. All children 
should be able to see themselves 
in books. All children should be 
able to be the pirate, the superhe-
ro, the wizard, the detective, or 
the star. 
Here are some great 

reads I’ve recent-
ly found by African 
American authors 
and featured Afri-
can American main 
characters. 
The Marvellers, 

by Dhonielle Clay-
ton
Quick Take: Elev-

en-year-old Ella 
Durand is the first 
Conjuror to at-
tend the Arcanum 
Training Institute, 
a magic school in 
the clouds where 
Marvellers from 
around the world 
practice...When a 
dangerous criminal 
known as the Ace 
of Anarchy escapes 
prison, tensions 
grow in the Marvellian world 
and Ella becomes the target of 
suspicion. Worse, Masterji Thak-
ur mysteriously 
disappears while 
away on a research 
trip. With the help 
of her friends and 
her own grow-
ing powers, Ella 
must find a way 
to clear her fam-
ily’s name and 
track down her 
mentor before 
it’s too late.
Look Both 

Ways, by Ja-
son Reynolds 
Quick Take: 

This story 
was going to 
begin like all 
the best sto-
ries. With a 
school bus 

falling from the sky. But no one 
saw it happen. They were all too 
busy—
Talking about boogers. Stealing 

pocket change. Skateboarding. 
Wiping out. Braving up. Exe-
cuting complicated handshakes. 
Planning an escape. Making 
jokes. Lotioning up. Finding 
comfort. But mostly, too busy 
walking home.
Jason Reynolds conjures ten 

tales (one per block) about what 
happens after the dismissal bell 
rings, and brilliantly weaves 
them into one wickedly fun-
ny, piercingly poignant look at 
the detours we face on the walk 
home, and in life.

The Personal 
Librarian, by 
M. Benedict and 
V. Christopher 
Murrary
Quick Take: 

According to 
some scientists 
there is such 
as thing as too 
many books. 
Belle da Costa 
Greene would 
like to have a 
word. 
Take My 

Hand, by Do-
len Perkins 
Valdez

Quick 
Take: The 

moving 
story of 
a fierce-
ly pro-
tective nurse 

who will stop at noting to get 
justice for the girls in her charge. 
Booked, by Kwame Alexander

Quick Take: Twelve-year-
old Nick 
learns 

the 
pow-

er of 
words as 
he wres-
tles with 
problems at 
home, stands 
up to a bul-
ly, and tries to 
impress the girl 
of his dreams. 
Helping him 
along are his best 
friend and some-
times teammate 
Coby, and The 
Mac, a rapping li-
brarian who gives 

Nick inspiring books to 
read.  
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Plans starting
 at 49.99 per 

month with no overages!!

$49
Starting at

Monthly

HighSpeed
internet with no contracts!!

601-859-3433WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Luckett honored by Canton Aldermen

Special to The Canton News

Kierra Luckett was recently honored at the Canton Board of Aldermen meeting for receiving the Outstanding Appreciation Award. According to the Canton Police Department, “Kierra 
is one of our finest and hardest working officers. She’s very passionate about her job and how she performs in her profession. Thank you, Kierra, for all that you do.”
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National Signing Day success for Canton High School

Canton resident Debbie Norris announces retirement from MC

Special to The Canton News

Debbie Norris, dean of the Graduate School and associate provost, is leaving MC after 
four decades of service to the Christian University.

Special to The Canton News 

A high-ranking administrator and 
tenured faculty member who came 
to Mississippi College as a transfer 
student from Hinds Community Col-
lege will be leaving the University 
after forty years of service.
Debbie Norris, dean of the Graduate 

School and associate provost, who 
shepherded her alma mater through 
three successful decennial reviews 
by the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools, has announced 
her retirement at the conclusion of 
the spring semester.
A Dean of the Graduate School and 

Associate Provost Search Advisory 
Committee chaired by Cindy Melton, 
dean of the School of Education at 
MC, will begin interviewing can-
didates for the position, which will 
remain open until filled. But MC 
leaders agree that Norris cannot be 
replaced.
“Dr. Norris’ devotion to our Uni-

versity is unparalleled,” Melton said. 
“She is a gifted teacher and beloved 
administrator who has demonstrat-
ed unwavering support to our mis-
sion of academic excellence and 
commitment to the cause of Christ. 
Throughout her years of service to 
MC, she has led by example and 
with a friendly demeanor while earn-
ing the respect of her students and 

colleagues through her strong work 
ethic, professionalism and high stan-
dards. When I think of someone who 
epitomizes the values and ideals of 
Mississippi College, someone who 
bleeds blue and gold, I think of Deb-
bie Norris.”
Norris obtained her B.S. in business 

administration from MC, her M.Ed. 

from Mississippi State University, 
and her Ph.D. in higher education 
from the University of Mississippi. 
She embarked upon a career in higher 
education administration, teaching in 
the School of Business for fourteen 
years. Granted tenure in 1994, she 
continued to teach the undergraduate 
core course Business Communication 

throughout her time at MC.
In 1998, she became the graduate 

dean and was appointed by MC Pres-
ident Howell W. Todd to serve as the 
University’s Title IX coordinator. She 
has served MC as director of institu-
tional assessment, director of inter-
national programs, and chair of the 
Dean’s Council, Graduate Council, 
and Academic Council.
Named vice president for planning 

and assessment in 2003, Norris was 
the chief administrator responsible 
for assessing each academic and ad-
ministrative office at the University. 
She led the institution’s regional ac-
creditation efforts with successful 
stints in 2002, 2012 and 2018. In ad-
dition, she served as an Association 
of Business Schools and Programs 
evaluator.
Norris has served on the Advisory 

Board for Entergy, Mississippi; the 
Board of Trustees for the Mississippi 
Baptist Health Systems; the Board 
of Trustees for Caring Hands Min-
istries; and the Jackson Community 
Advisory Board for Big Brothers/
Big Sisters. A resident of Canton, she 
worships at First Baptist Church in 
Madison.
Norris will continue to serve Mis-

sissippi College on a part-time basis 
as a consultant and special assistant 
to President Blake Thompson.

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS
We Will Purchase for CA$H...

SCRAP GOLD • COIN COLLECTIONS
GOLD & SILVER COINS • STERLING FLATWARE

DIAMONDS • OLD PAPER MONEY
RARE COINS • ROLEXES/HIGH-END WATCHES

NICK CLARK • 601-317-2536
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

AUCTIONEER • APPRAISER • BUSINESS BROKER

It’s your community.

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School hosted their Na-
tional Signing Day recently and CHS 
seniors Curtis Brown and Jadarrius 

Gordon both signed letters of intent. 
Linebacker Brown will go on to play 

college football at Copiah Lincoln 
Community College. Brown wants to 

major in Criminal Justice.
Defensive Back Gordon will go on 

to play college football at Pearl River 
Community College. Gordon wants to 

major in architecture and real estate. 
Gordon was supported by family, 

friends, coaches, and teammates as he 
signed his letter of intent.

Special to The Canton News 
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Pecan Village 
Apartments
1415 HWY 16 West, Canton, MS 39046

601-859-0681 
 TTY:711

Office Hours
Wednesday
9:00-5:00

For Information or to place an application, call the office number above or come by the office 
“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

Canton Villa 
Apartments

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

9:00-5:00

For Information or to place an application
call the office number above or come by the office

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

NOW TAKING
APPLICATIONS

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

2021 Hwy 43 N, Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3263 / TTY:711

in advertising 
with us 

??
To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact: CLAY  MANSELL   |   601-667-4667
 or   ClayMansell@CantonNews.neT

INTERESTED

Hats off to Black excellence

By Guest Columnist Daphne Johnson-Sims

Ethel Waters (1896-1977) - sing-
er and actress who became the first 
Black woman performer to ap-
pear on national TV. Waters was 
the second African American to be 
nominated for an Academy Award. 
The Ethel Waters Show was aired 
on NBC in 1939.  Her singing was 
based in blues tradition.

Katherine Johnson graduated 
from college at the age of 18 and 
began working in aeronautics and 
for NASA. Katherine Johnson per-
formed the calculations that sent as-
tronauts into orbit and eventually to 
the moon in 1969. In 2015, Katherine 
was awarded the Presidental Medal 
of Freedom by President Obama.

Aretha Franklin (1942-2018) 
was a singer, songwriter, and activ-
ist. Also known as  the “Queen of 
Soul,” Aretha was ranked ninth in 
Rolling Stone’s list of 100 Greatest 
Artists of All Time. Franklin won 18 
Grammy Awards. She was the first 
female artist to be inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  

Rosalind Brewer, 58, is Wal-
green’s next CEO and the only 
Black woman to currently lead a 
Fortune 500 firm. A long-time exec-
utive in corporate America, Brewer 
admits many challenges climbing 
the ladder. As Walgreen’s next CEO, 
Brewer will be responsible for im-
proving the company’s revenue.  

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

BANKRUPTCY

Grindstaff  Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

$37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file

Lions offer scholarships
Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Lions Club began the 
year focused on serving the commu-
nity.  Comprised of approximate-
ly thirty members, Lions 
meet weekly at the Canton 
Country Club for pro-
grams from citizens and 
discussing projects such 
as assisting with city 
cleanup projects, giving 
support to the sight im-
paired, and providing aid 
as funds allow.   The Lions 
say they are thankful for all of 
the support with fundraisers, such 
as the annual barbeque dinner, raffle 
ticket sales, and the spring golf tour-
nament, which makes these services 

possible.  
Again this year, the Lions Club will 

be offering two $1,000 scholarships 
to a senior from Canton High 

School and a senior from Can-
ton Academy.  Applicants 

must be a graduating se-
nior of one of these city 
high schools, plan to en-
ter an accredited college 
or university, be involved 
in extracurricular activi-

ties, and have a minimum 
2.8 GPA, or better.  Also, a 

500-word essay is required.  
Complete guidelines and an appli-

cation can be obtained from the Prin-
cipal’s/Headmaster’s office at each 
of the high schools. 

Canton through a lens: 
“Sunset over HB Farm”

Photo by Mark and Marty Hopkins

This month’s photo is of a sunset over a pasture in Farmhaven. It was taken and 
submitted by Mark and Marty Hopkins.
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If you are enrolled in Medicare Part B, you could qualify for free lifestyle 

coaching for a year to help you lose weight, look better, and most importantly, 

prevent diabetes. 

We have two groups that will begin meeting on Monday, February 20. You 

can choose from a morning session (9:00 am) or evening session (6:30 pm).

Groups will meet at: 
Diabetes Solutions and Wellness Center

156 River Oak Street
Suite B

Canton, MS 

Medicare Part B Recipients!

Visit MSLifestyleCare.com 
or call 601-383-0299.

Don’t miss this life-changing opportunity! Sign up today!

Join Us for FREE Lifestyle Coaching 
to Help You Avoid Diabetes!

Dominique Harris

Timethia Caldwell

Yoshanda Trotter

Antommeshir Jackson

Howard Hollins

Lakeshia Miller

Leunika Davis

Aleatrice Liddell

Juandria Brown

District

TOTY
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323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

Surrender Ant Poison 20% o� 

20% o� 

Month of February:

PROTECT YOUR SMILE!PROTECT YOUR SMILE!

CPSD HOSTS BLOOD DRIVE CPSD HOSTS BLOOD DRIVE CPSD HOSTS BLOOD DRIVE 
All photos Special to The Canton News
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“Be the Beat”at CNGA

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Ninth Grade Academy 
staff joined the nation as it went 
red for women  to raise awareness 
about cardiovascular disease and 
help save lives. 
The American Heart Association 

National Wear Red Day’s goal is 
to help eradicate heart disease and 
stroke in women. The Go Red for 
Women Movement this year is ask-
ing everyone to “Be the Beat.”
According to the American Heart 

Asscoiation, “As we continue to 
settle into our next normal, we’re 

asking women to keep the rhythm 
going and Be the Beat. Wherev-
er you are at in reclaiming your 
healthy rhythm - keep the beat 
going – turn up the tempo, set a 
new goal. And for American Heart 
Month this year, we’re rallying ev-
eryone in February to: Save A Life. 
Learn CPR. Why? Because los-
ing even one woman is too many. 
Women who suffer from cardiac 
arrest outside of a hospital are less 
likely to receive CPR from by-
standers. Be the beat for someone 
you love. Take the CPR challenge 
and save lives.”
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© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

Truly Medical Marijuana Card 
Truly Medical MMJ Card Doctors/ Healthcare Provider o�ers same day appointments. 

call 601-691-5175 or text us at 601-714-0091

Our doctor or healthcare provider can help determine if you qualify for medical cannabis or what documentation you will need from another 
doctor to determine if you are eligible for a medical marijuana card. We have a provider on sta� that can determine if you qualify for a medical 
cannabis card.

Our Doctor and Healthcare Provider

Get Your Card
If you are certi�ed by a doctor or healthcare provider, our sta� will assist you with any other necessary steps to become o�cially certi�ed for
 medical cannabis. This process involves registering with the state.

Medical Records Privacy
Here at Truly Healthcare clinic, we take your privacy very seriously. Your records are con�dential, and our clinic never shares your 
documents with a third-party group. Your information is secured according to HIPAA law.

Qualifying Conditions for Medical Card in Mississippi
• Pain refractory to appropriate opioid management
• Diabetic/peripheral neuropathy
• Post-tramatic stress disorder (PTSD)
• Cancer
• Parkinson’s disease
• Huntington’s disease
• Muscular dystrophy
• Autism
• Spinal cord disease or severe injury
• Agitation of dementia

• Glaucoma
• Spastic quadriplegia
• HIV / AIDS
• Hepatitis
• Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
• Crohn’s disease
• Ulcerative colitis
• Sickle-cell anemia
• Alzheimer’s disease

• Chronic pain
• Cachexia or wasting syndrome
• Severe or intractable nausea

• Seizures
• Severe and persistent muscle spasms including, 
but not limited to, those characteristics of multiple sclerosis

In addition, a chronic, terminal, or debilitating disease or medical condition or its treatment that produces 
one or more of the following:

Suppose you have a qualifying condition with medical documentation (such as medical records, o�ce visit summaries, or a letter from a doctor
stating your diagnosis.) In that case, you are ready to get certi�ed!
If you have a qualifying condition but do not have medical documentation, call us at 601-691-5175 or text the clinic at 601-714-0091 so that our
sta� can schedule you an appointment with the doctor or nurse practitioner that can diagnose and certify you.

Medical Documentation

Get Evaluated
Truly Healthcare providers will evaluate patients based on their health conditions, medical history, and any documentation the patient can provide
to determine if they quali�ed. If a healthcare provider has not seen you for chronic disease, you can visit our clinic doctor and determine if you
have a qualifying condition listed above. Our clinic o�ers payment arrangements!

Canton Academy Father Daughter Dance
A photos Special to The Cant� Ne�
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Call Sherrye

We are

Independent 

Contact
601-286-8230

sherrye@lacourinsurance.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

Agencies

PERSONAL &
COMMERCIAL

COVERAGE

LIFE AND
HEALTH

MEDICARE

Contact

601-273-3690

joshburns@capstoneifg.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

In one

convenient

location

Call Jo
sh

lacourinsurance.com capstoneifg.com

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy junior Anna Claire Mabry and sophomore Amelia Cook are clear stand 
outs as representatives of their school. Recently, the girls were honored at the MAIS 
Student Council and National Honor Society Officer Convention.Mabry campaigned for 
the office of State Student Council Vice President, and Cook campaigned for the office 
of State Student Council Secretary. Both girls won their desired office. 

Mabry and Cook represent at convention

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy sophomore Madden Gerald was recently chosen by the Magnolia All 
Star Association to play in the Sophomore Future Elite All Star Game. As part of an 
entire all star elite weekend put together by the association, the sophomore game was 
played at East Central Community College in Decatur. The Senior Bowl first started 
last year and is the first All Star game of its kind bringing public and private schools 
together to play against one another. The 2023 Bowl was the first year for Future Elite 
sophomores. 

CA’s Gerald named Magnolia All Star
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MCBL&F hosts Transportation Committee hosts breakfast

Special to The Canton News

MCBL&F Executive Director Jan Collins, MCBL&F Transportation Committee Chair Rodney Grogan, Commissioner Willie Simmons, Speaker Pro Tempore Jason White, Rep. Jill 
Ford, Madison Mayor Mary Hawkins Butler, Pastor Jason Dillon, MCBL&F Government Affairs Committee Chair Phil Buffington.

Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation Transporta-
tion Committee held a Transporta-
tion Breakfast on January 12, with 
keynote speakers Willie Simmons, 
Central District Transportation 

Commissioner, and Brad White, 
Executive Director of the Missis-
sippi Department of Transportation. 
They updated the members and lo-
cal elected officials on the Reunion 
Parkway Crossing and Bozeman 
Road projects.

The mission of the Madison Coun-
ty Business League & Foundation 
Transportation Committee is to 
work closely with elected officials 
on the flow of traffic into, out of, 
and within the County to ensure that 
Madison County benefits from an 

expanded and improved transporta-
tion system that includes increased 
transportation choices. Transporta-
tion decisions are coordinated with 
the land use plan and support the 
County’s strategic plan to encour-
age economic growth.

By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell

A while back, I was talking to a 
young man with hunting friends in 
Madison County. They were new 
owners of the older home on the 
Cameron Plantation. They hired 
people to do archeological work on 
the house and yard. The reason I 
remember the conversation was his 
statement. They found a swimming 
pool in the yard - concrete walls and 
all. Let me insert this before I go 
any further: I have not seen any of 
the results of all this activity.
My response to his statement was, 

“It was not a swimming pool.” 
During the time the house was built, 
swimming pools were not. People 
did not bathe often, as it was so 
easy to get pneumonia or other lung 
problems with no handy antibiotics. 
Everyone had a body odor, so every-
one’s nose adjusted and did not send 
a message to the brain on how the 
newcomer stank. Also, there was a 
river close to the house, with flow-
ing water and fish.
Several years ago, I made a com-

ment to someone about the small 
pool in the side yard of the house 
on the southeast corner of Peace 
and Lyon Street. My thought was 

that it was a water lily or goldfish 
pool. I was corrected - it was where 
the residents put live river catfish to 
remove the off-flavor of the muddy 

river and keep them alive until time 
to eat.
Also, turtle pens were used. This 

was basically a turtle farm to raise 
and keep them until they were eaten. 
Now-a-days, folks run over them; 

Remember When: Cameron Plantation House
but, back then, it was good meat. A 
program on PBS had a statement that 
turtles have seven different kinds 
of meat, All my growing up, it was 

told to me that the Cameron Plan-
tation was a Spanish Land grant. I 
hope one day to trace that, right or 
wrong. In one of the graveyards on 
the property, the date goes back to 
the 1700s. 

Jim Lacey’s second book com-
ments that it is unusual for a family 
to own land for around one hundred 
years. The Camerons bought the 
place somewhere around 1870 and 
sold it in the mid 1900s. That sounds 
like the Camerons were carpetbag-
gers. One of the fun things Bobby 
Heath has confirmed is that there 
was a bowling alley in the house. 
He bowled using the round wooden 
balls - no finger holes. 
Alfred Hardy Jr. told two tales of 

the place. One, they were re-doing 
the house and floors. There was a 
large piece of furniture they could 
not move or get out of the room, so 
the owner said, “Break it up.” Alfred 
told them how to place it on rollers 
to move it, and it was saved. 
The same owner wanted a shed 

cleared out. He told one of the long-
time workers to do it. It was full of 
old horse-drawn buggies, wagons, 
and other stuff. When the worker 
asked what to do with all of it, the 
owner said, “Get rid of it.” It was all 
burned. The shed was cleaned out. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane 
Boutwell is a passionate histori-
an and is thrilled to share stories 
about way back when.

Special to The Canton News
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Have you heard
the great news?

The Canton News new site is up! Go check it out today at
www.CantonNews.Net

Word of Prayer: What is God’s real love?
By Guest Columnist Jay Cook

Every Saturday night (when I was 
a child) we watched it – The Love 

Boat, that is.  
Did you?  Cap-
tain Stubing 
seemed so wise, 
Gopher seemed 
so out-of-touch, 
Isaac seemed 
so interesting, 
Julie seemed so 
sweet, and Dr. 
Bricker seemed, 

well, I don’t know what he seemed 
like.
It was funny, interesting, and made 

us think their version of love was re-
ally love.  And then I grew up.  Love 
isn’t sappy.  Love isn’t fleeting.  
Love isn’t magical.  Love is a whole 
lot bigger.  And it is not created on a 
boat or found by setting a “course for 
adventure.”
When I became a Christian (also as 

a child), I began to understand more 
and more about real love.  Love 
wraps many emotions into something 
beyond definition.  Love is centered 
on a commitment that should never 
be set aside.  However, Jesus did ex-
press how love is supremely demon-
strated – not in buying gifts or choc-

olates – not in finding the “perfect” 
card.  Because real love changes us, 
Jesus said, “No one has greater love 
than this: to lay down his life for his 
friends.” (John 15:13)
Don’t you wish you saw that kind of 

love on display?  Don’t you wish we 
loved our spouses, our children, and 
our neigh-
bors like 
that?  Don’t 
you wish 
more of us 

allowed 
real love 
to change 
us into the 
kind of 
people that 
make a 
difference 

instead of 
the kind 
of people 
that seem 
to only find 
fault in ev-
erything and everyone?
When we try to create our own ver-

sion of love, it never becomes real 
love.  Perhaps that is why so many 
can’t seem to “find” love.  They keep 
trying to “fall in love,” but keep 

climbing out of the hole they fell 
into.  That kind of love is primarily 
based on how one feels (our emo-
tions), and our emotions fluctuate as 
often as the weather in Mississippi 
does.
How are we defining love?  Too 

often, we try to mimic what we see 
in the me-
dia (like 
on The 
Love Boat).  
Too often, 
we take 
the advice 
of people 
with a plat-
form, even 

though 
they have 
no exper-
tise in the 
issue (and 
their per-
sonal lives 
prove that 
they don’t).  

Too often, we look everywhere ex-
cept where we should.
What if we took to heart what the 

Bible tells us in 1 John 4:8: “God 
is love”?  What if we realized that 
love can be experienced in our lives 

if we accept the One who offers it to 
us – namely Jesus, as recorded in 1 
John 4:9: “God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his 
one and only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him”?  
What if we realized that we CAN ex-
perience real love, but only because 
the One who is love makes it possi-
ble, as recorded in 1 John 4:19: “We 
love because he first loved us”?
God really does love us.  God 

doesn’t turn a blind eye to our sin, 
but He does love us.  And He wants 
us to experience His love – a love 
that changes us.  He loves us, but He 
wants us to love Him.  That means 
we must accept His love on His 
terms, and Jesus told us what those 
are in John 14:15: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commands.”  Do 
you?  Will you?
February is thought of as the month 

of love.  I sincerely hope you experi-
ence that love – real love.  But I also 
hope that we all realize how it can 
happen and by whom it is given.
.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jay Cook is the 
senior pastor at First Baptist Church 
in Canton. He is married to Kristi 
Cook, and the two have two children. 
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Jay Cook

Special to The Canton News 
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 MAIS ALL STARS
2022

VISIT WWW.CANTONACADEMY.ORG

Congratula�ons

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy coaches Ben 
Williams and Gage Posey were re-
cently named 2022-2023 Coach of 
the Year for their specific sports. 
The honor is awarded by the Mid-
south Association of Independent 

Schools Coaches’ Association. 
Williams is the athletic director, 
head track, and head cross country 
coach. Posey is the head football 
coach and recently won his first 
state championship with the Pan-
thers. 

CA names coaches of year

Special to The Canton News

Coaches Ben Williams and Gage Posey

Special to The Canton News

Mrs. Lisman Walker’s sec-
ond-grade class at Canton Acade-
my recently learned about the im-
portance of oral hygiene. Students 

used plaque tablets to determine ar-
eas that need brushing the most and 
talked about brushing techniques 
and brushing time. Everyone was 
all smiles and clean teeth. 

Smiles and clean teeth at CA

Special to The Canton News



February 9, 2023	 18

Canton Academy Kinders learn about polar bears

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy kindergarteners have had fun learning about polar bears recently. They went to the science lab to find out how blubber keeps polar bears warm and brought their 
favorite teddy bears to school to measure.
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By Guest Columnist Laura Stevens

When I was a little girl, I was for all things “fancy.” For almost every birthday, my mother served (at my request) caviar, red Kool-Aid, and Ritz crack-
ers. Now, I don’t know many eight-year-olds that chose those items as their main birthday dishes, but I was one! I have always enjoyed food, trying new 
ingredients, and being an adventurous baker. My daughter will tell you that I am often too adventurous and create concoctions without butter - or even 
using salt instead of sugar. Sometimes we get distracted by dancing in the kitchen! This Valentine’s Day, I wanted to create something just as fancy as 
my caviar and Kool-Aid. Truffles are always a fun treat to give to your friends and family, because they are simply…FANCY. They sound fancy, they 
look fancy, and oftentimes they are priced fancy. It’s not too terribly difficult to make these treats yourself, and I hope you try them. Lift your pinky up 
when you eat - and be fancy! 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Laura Stevens is the mother of The Canton News’ editor Courtney Warren. Courtney agrees that her truffles are fancy but still has 
not-so-fond memories of the unsalted creations her mother made while distracted. She had to con her with mailed granddaughter photos for this article. 

on the table: 
Fancy truffles for all occasions  

Fancy Truffles

Two 4-ounce quality choc-
olate bars (226g), very 
finely chopped
2/3 cup (160ml) heavy 
cream
Optional: 1 Tblsp. unsalt-
ed unsalted butter, soft-
ened to room temperature
Optional: 1/2 tsp. vanilla 
pure vanilla extract
Toppings: unsweetened 
cocoa powder, sprinkles, 
crushed nuts, melted or tem-
pered chocolate

Directions:
1.	 Place the chocolate in a heat-proof bowl. Set aside.
2.	 Heat the heavy cream until it is simmering. You can heat it on the stove or in the microwave.
3.	 Add the butter, if using, to the chocolate and pour the heavy cream evenly on top. Let the warm cream 

and chocolate sit for 5 minutes. Add the vanilla extract then stir until the chocolate has completely melted. 
Place a piece of plastic wrap directly on the surface (to avoid condensation) and refrigerate for 1-2 hours. Tip: 
Pour into a flat shallow dish, such as a 8×8 inch baking pan, so the mixture evenly and quickly sets.
4.	 Scoop the set truffle mixture into 2 teaspoon-sized mounds. For larger truffles, 1 Tablespoon size mounds. 

Roll each into balls. 
5.	 Roll each in toppings, if desired. Truffles taste best at room temperature!

Recipe from Guest Columnist Laura Stevens 

million
donated

volunteer
hours worked

organizations
helped

$20+ 15,000 +200
Building our present, investing in our future.

nissan-canton.com

Ingredients: 
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

                   CANTON  

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com

(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Happy
Valentines Day!
Canton Discount is your 
Valentines headquarters with 
bears, balloons, candy, cards 
and much more... 

Finding Faith film looking for extras in Canton, MS
By Guest Columnist Andrew Stevens

Finding Faith is an emotional story 
about Victoria, an anonymous Chris-
tian advice columnist who is experi-
encing a spiritual block, as her mar-
riage is going through a rocky time. 
After her mother passes away, Vic-

toria returns to her home town to sup-
port her father in his grief. 
Through reconnection with her fam-

ily and community,  Victoria regains 
and strengthens her faith, revitalizes 
her marriage, and is once again able 
to offer sound advice to her readers.  
Having shot two films previously in 

the city of Canton, Mississippi, I was 
familiar with all that Canton has to 
offer, and I guided screenwriter Don 

Michael Paul to develop the screen-
play to be set in Canton.  
My previous experience shooting in 

Mississippi, with the full support of 
the Mississippi State film commis-
sion and the Canton Convention and 
Visitors Bureau & Film Office, made 
filming a most pleasurable experi-
ence, since they are so supportive of 
filmmakers and the arts. 
Local Mississippi casting director 

Matthew Morgan is casting all local 
extras, and anyone interested can feel 
free to contact Matthew at morgan-
casting@gmail.com.

EDITOR’S NOTES: Andrew Ste-
vens is the producer of Finding Faith.Special to the Canton News 


