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Nearly sixteen years ago, the 
town of Canton welcomed the 
construction of a Nissan manu-
facturing plant with open arms. 
As company press celebrating 
the plant’s fi fteenth anniversary 
noted, “Together with our Mis-
sissippi friends and neighbors, 
we began a journey to turn an 
open fi eld outside Canton into 
one of the most advanced manu-
facturing facilities in the world.”
The Nissan Canton plant almost 

instantly transformed Mississippi 
into a hub for world-class auto-
motive manufacturing, assem-
bling more than four million Nis-
san cars and trucks since opening 
its doors on May 27, 2003. The 
plant has also created more than 
6,500 jobs for team members and 
more than 25,000 direct and indi-
rect jobs statewide.  
Recently, changes in market 

demand caused Nissan offi cials 
to make the decision to adjust 
production capacity at the Can-
ton manufacturing facility to al-

Special to The Canton News low the company to continue to 
maintain healthy inventory lev-
els. As part of the adjustment, the 
plant’s truck line will move from 
a three-shift to a two-shift oper-
ating pattern, while the van line 
moves from a two-shift to a one-
shift operating pattern. While af-
fected Nissan employees will be 
fully retained and redeployed to 
other areas of the plant, company 
offi cials anticipate that there will 
be up to 700 associates (contract 
labor) who will remain unas-
signed. 
As part of this adjustment, 

Nissan plans to offer voluntary 
separation packages to certain 
employees of the Canton plant, 
age fi fty-fi ve and older. Through 
hand-raisers for this program, 
as well as natural attrition, Nis-
san anticipates that the estimated 
700 impacted associates could be 
lower. The earliest release date 
for unassigned associates will be 
March 18, 2019.
Offi cials say the long-term out-

look for the Canton plant re-
mains strong, with production of 

the all-new Altima and planned 
investment for the next-genera-
tion Frontier. They also plan to 
continue to produce the Murano, 
Frontier, TITAN and TITAN XD, 
and the NV Cargo and NV Pas-
senger vans.
In North America, Nissan’s 

operations include automotive 
styling, engineering, consumer 
and corporate fi nancing, sales 
and marketing, distribution and 
manufacturing. Nissan is a glob-

al full-line vehicle manufacturer 
that sells more than sixty models 
under the Nissan, INFINITI and 
Datsun brands. Nissan has also 
partnered with French manufac-
turer Renault since 1999 and ac-
quired a 34% stake in Mitsubishi 
Motors in 2016. Renault-Nis-
san-Mitsubishi is today the 
world’s largest automotive part-
nership, with combined sales of 
more than 10.6 million vehicles 
in calendar year 2017.

Beals-Bradley named Teacher of the Year
The Canton Public School Dis-

trict recently named Natascha 
Beals-Bradley, a fi fth-grade 
teacher at Reuben B. Myers Can-
ton School of Arts and Sciences, 
as the District Teacher of the Year.
Beals-Bradley served as an 

assistant teacher, a Barksdale 
Coordinator, and Parent Center 
Coordinator at Canton Elementa-
ry School from 1999 until 2006. 
She said the joy she found in 
working with children prompted 
her to pursue a degree in elemen-

tary education. 
After obtaining a Bachelor of 

Science in elementary education 
from Jackson State University, 
Beals-Bradley went on to receive 
her Master of Education in teach-
ing and learning from Liberty 
University.
Beals- Bradley is a life-long res-

ident of the Madison County area 
and a 1994 graduate of Canton 
High School. She and her hus-
band, Tyrone, have been married 
for seven years and have four 
children who are all CPSD stu-

Special to The Canton News

Nissan Canton to make personnel changes

Natascha Beals-Bradley teaches a class at Reuben B. Myers Canton School of Arts and 
Sciences.
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We can also handle 
your postal needs
7 days a week
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Remember your 
Valentine, stop by for 

all your needs!

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

The Canton Music Study Club (CMSC) recognized Zachary Mitchell as its January Musi-
cian of the Month. Mitchell is the son of Tanya and Tim Mitchell and serves as a volunteer 
music assistant with the children’s choir program at First United Methodist Church (FUMC) 
in Canton. He is also active in the choral music program at Germantown Middle School. 
Pictured (l to r) are: Kathy Hammack, club president; Zachary Mitchell; and Angela Teasley, 
FUMC children’s music coordinator.

Special to The Canton News

CMSC names January
Musician of the Month

Delila Vance’s theater class at Canton Academy recently presented their fi rst play of the 
year, Death of a Dead Guy, to the seventh through twelfth grade students. The play told 
the story of a dead man found in his study and the quirky house guests and staff who tried 
to fi gure out the mystery. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Mackenzie Pyron, Madi Cochran, 
Kendall Calloway, Star Spivey and Carli Cooper; and back row: Mrs. Delila Vance, Collin 
Gray, Eli Crosby and Kyle Brasher.

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy theater
class presents fi rst play
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Tuff is a Boykin Spaniel who 
embodies the highest virtues 
toward which I aspire but often 

fall short. He 
is consistent-
ly forgiving, 
ever joyful and 
interminably 
loving. The 
other day, Tuff 
wasn’t feel-
ing well, so I 
took him to the 

vet. Ordinarily, he goes for room 
and board. I’ve often wondered 
what they do back in the kennel, 
because he absolutely loves it. I’ll 
say, “Come on, Tuff, you’re going 
to jail for the next three days,” and 
he just bursts with excitement. I’ve 
literally seen him leap from my 
arms into the waiting arms of a vet 
tech, without even an obligatory 
“Goodbye.”   
He sat calmly between my feet as 

we waited our turn. The offi ce was 
a fl urry of activity with an amazing 
diversity of creatures. There was 
a huge Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
er who could pull a grown man’s 
arm right out of socket. There was 
a Dachshund that looked as old 

as Methuselah. Senile dementia 
was the diagnosis. A man rushed 
in with a Pug in his arms. He was 
fed up with his grandkids, who had 
come for the holidays and fed his 
poor dog under the table at every 
meal. There was a tiny puppy that 
needed shots, and a man who held 
a Chihuahua that wasn’t much big-
ger. I may have misheard, but I’m 
pretty sure he called his Chihuahua 
“Jennifer.”
And of course, the clinic hadn’t 

gone completely to the dogs. 
Among the cats was a very dis-
tinguished looking tom who took 
it upon himself to lovingly greet 
everyone who entered the room, 
including the pig. Yes, pig. The 
lady with the pig beamed with 
pride and said, “That’s my baby.” 
Tuff was a little unnerved, having 
never seen a live pig. Neither had 
he seen death. Tear-stained pall-
bearers carried the deceased on a 
gurney. His head was covered. All 
we could see were the two protrud-
ing front paws of a very old dog. If 
Heaven is a perfect place, it has to 
have at least a few good dogs.   
Tuff was given great care that 

day, and I was very thankful. I 
dare say that every creature felt 
thankful to be there, human and 

By Guest Columnist Steve Bryant

Finding kingdom of God is easy
otherwise. We were all welcomed, 
understood and cared for - even 
the pig. On the way home, I told 
Tuff that, from now on, I won’t 
tease him about “going to jail.” 
From now on, I’m going to call it 
“church.” And if the truth be told, 
most of us in our various church-
es could learn a few lessons from 
the animal hospital. There, every-
one mattered. Old and young, sick 
and well, registered blue blood and 
mutts, shaggy and well-coifed, the 
living and the dead… everyone 
mattered. Everyone was accept-
ed. Everyone was given genuine 
compassion. Everyone was treated 
with dignity. No matter if they sat 
obediently or strained at the leash, 
just as it ought to be in the King-
dom of God, everyone was loved. 
Even the pig.
I have a sneaking suspicion that 

if we will just look, we’ll fi nd the 
Kingdom of God almost anywhere. 
And wherever we fi nd it, we ought 
to learn from it and be thankful.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Reverend Bry-
ant serves as the pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Canton. 
Steve and his wife, Betsy, enjoy 
making Canton their home.

dents. Beals-Bradley is a mem-
ber of Dunimas Power Ministries 
Church.
Beals-Bradley says her goal as an 

educator is to not only be a life-
long learner but also to instill in 
her students the importance of 

becoming life-
long learners. 
She wants 
them to under-
stand that peo-
ple can take a 
lot of tangible 
things from 
them, but they 
can never take 
away their 
knowledge. If 

she were to offer advice to any-
one, it would be when all else 
fails, ask for help and learn from 
your mistakes.
Khrysten Glass, a teacher at Nich-

ols Middle School, was named the 
fi rst runner-up for District Teacher 
of the Year.
Glass, who was born in Canton 

to a family who valued education, 

completed her high school career 
at Brandon High School. She con-
tinued her education at Mississip-
pi College in Clinton.
Glass says that, prior to college, 

she discovered that education was 
her passion. When the time came 
to declare her major, the decision 
was very clear to her, as her pas-
sion to educate exceeded all oth-
er things. At Mississippi College, 
Glass was involved in extracur-
ricular and work activities that 
included the Campus Activities 
Board, Scouts, Homecoming 
Committee, and the Freshman 
Leadership Initiative Program. 
She says she thoroughly enjoys 
people, service and planning 
events. 
In 2015, Glass was hired as an 

education intern by In His Steps 
Ministry, an after-school edu-
cation program for inner city 
youth in Canton. Glass says that, 
through this ministry, she not only 
has the opportunity to educate 
children, but also has the privilege 
of serving in the same community 

that she was raised in. Glass says 
working at this ministry ultimate-
ly led to her decision to become a 
part of the Canton Public Schools, 
specifi cally the Nichols Middle 
School family. 

Glass says 
this past year 
has been 
amazing, and 
she can’t wait 
for more to 
come.
Other Canton 

Public School 
District Teach-
ers of the Year 
included: 

Kara Paige, McNeal Elementa-
ry School; Heather Stubbs, Can-
ton Elementary School; Areale 
Hayes, Goodloe Elementary 
School; Octavian Davis, Huey 
Porter Middle School;Teena Ruth, 
9th Grade Academy; Jeremy Jack-
son, Canton High School; Vanes-
sa Bennett, Canton Career Center; 
and Dexter Brim, Canton Educa-
tional Services Center.

Natascha Beals-Bradley was 
named the 2018-19 Canton 
Public School District Teacher 
of the Year.
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Khrysten Glass, a teacher at 
Nichols Middle School, was 
named the fi rst runner-up for 
District Teacher of the Year.
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Beals-Bradley is Teacher of Year
cont. from front page 
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Local ministry makes impact 

Crossroads Ministry is celebrat-
ing their Tenth  Anniversary of 
providing a place for women who 
have been released from prison. At 
a recent Canton Rotary Club meet-
ing, Crossroads employee Vicki 
DeMoney gave an overview of the 
program and how it has helped 127 
women who have been released 
from prison to learn life skills and 
get back on the right track. The la-
dies who attend Crossroads Min-
istries arrive with the clothes on 
their backs and are provided with 
much-needed clothing, toiletries 
and training from volunteers. They 
receive thirty hours in the class-
room, and the graduation rate is 
87%. 
The ladies also work in the Vin-

tage Treasures store on the Canton 
Square, learn life-skills and go to 
church services. Of the127 women 
who have entered the program, fif-
ty-two have utilized the “Redemp-
tive Way home” and “Victory Lane 

home” in Canton, and only ten per-
cent have returned to prison. Cas-
sidy Gurley gave a very sincere 
testimony regarding her experi-
ence with and the terrific support 
of the Crossroads Ministries pro-
gram.
  Over the past ten years, due to 

addiction/drug problems in the 
United States and specifically Mis-
sissippi, the number of women in 
prison has dramatically increased 
to twice the number of male of-
fenders. DeMoney has even seen 
three generations of the same fam-
ily in prison due to drug abuse. For 
the past three years, Crossroads 
Ministries has also partnered with 
the Mississippi Department of Cor-
rections, which has helped with the 
success of these ladies in this area 
of Mississippi. Crossroads Minis-
tries is a tax-deductible, non-profit 
501(c)(3) organization that works 
from donations and appreciates 
any and all support. For more in-
formation or to donate, visit www.
crossroadsms.org.

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are: Canton Rotary President David Overby; Vicki DeMoney, Crossroads 
Ministries; Cassidy Gurley, Crossroads beneficiary and speaker; and Neal Rich, Rotarian. 

Special to The Canton News

DAWN STOKES, OWNER

MYMAIDFORCLEANING@GMAIL.COM
MYMAIDFORCLEANING.COM

Specializing in cleaning commercial buildings, offices and homes

Phone: 601-278-9413
 

The Madison County Business League and Foundation (MCBL&F) Government Affairs 
Committee hosted the Madison County Legislative Delegation with an annual breakfast at 
Butler Snow. During this event, the eleven legislators who represent Madison County in the 
Mississippi State Legislature are recognized and honored. MCBL&F Government Affairs 
Chairman Phil Buffington announced the 2019 legislative agenda, which highlights the 
economic development support organization’s priorities for the upcoming session. Pictured 
(l to r) are, front row: Jan Collins, MCBL&F Executive Director; Rep. Cory Wilson; Rep. 
Debra Gibbs; Cecil Harper, MCBL&F Chairman; Senator John Horhn; and Joey Deason, 
Madison County Economic Development Authority (MCEDA) Executive Director; and back 
row: Rep. Bill Denny; Senator Walter Michel; Rep. Joel Bomgar; Rep. Kenneth Walker; 
and Phil Buffington, MCBL&F Government Affairs Committee Chairman. Present but not 
pictured was Speaker of the House Philip Gunn.

Special to The Canton News

MCBL&F hosts breakfast
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323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

All hunting supplies
on sale in February!

Pictured are author and his-
torian Todd Sanders and Jo-
seph Orr, Rotarian and local 
architect.

Special to The Canton News

Architectural historian
Sanders promotes book
Todd Sanders, architectur-

al historian with the Historic 
Preservation 
Division of 
the Missis-
sippi Depart-
ment of 
Archives 
and History, 
spoke at a 
recent Can-
ton Rotary 
Club meet-
ing. He pro-
moted his 
book The 
Architec-
ture of Wil-
liam Nichols
which tells 
of the 
Neo-classical style of build-
ings designed by Nichols, an 
English-born architect, who 
emigrated to the United States 
in 1800. He designed many 

statehouses in the South, 
including the State Capitol of 
Mississippi and the Governor’s 
Mansion. The University of 

Mississip-
pi’s Oxford 
cam-
pus was 
designed 
by Nich-
ols, as well 
as the Uni-
versity of 
Alabama. 
Yazoo 
Clay was 
a big prob-
lem with 
many 

buildings 
during this 
time, before 
it was dis-
covered how 
to create 
pilings and 
better foun-

dations. 

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

CHS running back Harris
and coach attend banquet

Canton High School running back Camerone Harris (left) and football coach Calvin Bolton 
(right) recently represented the Canton Public School District at the BankPlus Blitz 16 
Player of the Year (POY) banquet. Harris was WAPT’s Week 1 BankPlus Blitz 16 Player 
of the Week.

Special to The Canton News

OFFICIAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION NOTICE
*NEW HOMEOWNERS*

*OVER 65 HOMEOWNERS (FIRST TIME)*
*PEOPLE WHO FILED DEEDS IN 2018*

*MARITAL STATUS CHANGE*
*SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY (FIRST TIME)*

*TOTAL  DISABILITY VETERANS*

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN UNTIL April 1, 2019

Phone:
Canton: 601-859-1921 
Madison: 601-856-1796
In State: 1-800-428-0584  Ext. 1921

LOCATION: MADISON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR
CANTON OFFICE  - 125 West North St Room 111

MADISON OFFICE  - 171 Cobblestone Drive

O�ce Hours 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (After hours by appointment)

Basic Information Needed When Applying For Homestead Exemption:
• Recorded Deed, Lease or Will
• Social Security Number Including Spouse’s
• Automobile Tag Numbers
• Settlement Statement / Closing Disclosure
• Valid MS Proof Of Identi�cation (MS DL / MS Photo ID Card)
For a complete listing of requirements visit our website @ www.madison-co.com

NORMAN A. CANNADY, JR.
TAX ASSESSOR

MADISON COUNTY

PO BOX 292
Canton MS 39046
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Mention this ad

and receive a

free

Valentine’s balloon.
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Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com

Special to The Canton News

Hinds Community College second-year Physical Therapist Assistant students recently vol-
unteered for Laps for Little Ones benefitting The Little Light House of Central Mississip-
pi. Among them was Victoria Massey of Canton. The Little Light House offers a tuition free 
early intervention program for children birth to six consisting of intensive therapeutic care 
and cognitive remediation.  Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Ladrekia Culbert of Fayette, Nikki 
Vaughn of Crystal Springs, Danielle Smith of Clinton, Kelsey Nowell of Louisville, Emily 
Floyd of Brookhaven, Blake Ballard of Flowood, Bill Zaremba of Florence, Ashlynn Walker 
of Magee, Isaiah Weathersby of Flowood, Zane Warren of Byram; and back row: Lizzy 
Oliver of Flowood, Destin Price of Byram, Caroline Bankston of Terry, Paige Summers of 
Midland, Michigan, Miriam Johnson of Ridgeland, Victoria Massey of Canton, Evan Bauer 
of Corinth, Taylor Little of Crystal Springs, Lionel Lee of Isola and Katelyn Seeley of Rid-
geland.

Special to The Clinton Courier

Canton’s Massey volunteers 
for the Laps for Little Ones 

Inmate turned pastor 
speaks to local students

Reverend Eddie Spencer recent-
ly shared his inspiring journey 
with students at the Ninth Grade 
Academy and the Canton Educa-
tional Services Center in hopes of 
saving lives.
Spencer told the students that 

they don’t have to make the 
wrong choice by going down a 
path that leads to crime and vio-
lence, like he did when he was 
their age. Instead, he told them to 

choose to do what is right, stay 
in school and get their education. 
He said he was blessed to survive 
being shot four times, serve time 
in prison and then have a second 
chance to turn his life around, as 
chronicled in his book, Inmate 
46857. 
Spencer is now a pastor who 

shares his story with hopes that 
others will choose to live victo-
rious lives. The students thanked 
Reverend Spencer for his power-
ful, life-changing testimony.

Special to The Canton News
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CMU OFFERS TIP TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILL
At CMU we are always working to keep your utility rates the lowest in the area.  Our rate payers have 
the lowest electric, gas and water rates in the metro area and we are proud to be your utility provider!

Air filters in your home should be changed regularly – most experts recommend once a month during the 
heating season.

Energy Tips to Cut your Energy Bills This Winter
Whether you live in a mobile home, an apartment, or a multi-level house, your first steps for reducing 
energy costs will be similar.  Start with a room-by-room tour.  Take notes as you tour each room, list any 
supplies you will need, and prioritize bigger projects.  As you implement your plan from these easy, 
low-cost energy improvements you will see a difference in your utility bills.

Start with the entrance to your home.  Change your outside lights to energy-saving bulbs.  Check to 
ensure that air is not seeping into your home.  Most homes have gaps around the windows, doors, and 
edges where walls and floors meet.  You can purchase supplies such as foam weather-stripping from 
many home improvement stores to quickly fix these problems.

Appliances can also consume a tremendous amount of energy.  You can save on your utility bill by 
making a few minor adjustments.  Such as scraping dishes instead of rinsing before loading them in the 
dishwasher.  Run the dishwasher with a full load and use the air-dry option if available.  Try to wash 
most clothes in cold water and always rinse cold.  You can save hundreds of dollars on water heating 
each year.  Remember to keep that lint trap clean! Keep the condenser coils clean on your freezer and 
refrigerator.

Coffee Club going strong

More than twenty-fi ve years ago, 
Jim Lacey began the men’s “Cof-
fee Club” in Wardell’s Restaurant, 
located at the northeast corner of 
the Canton Square, where Betti-
na’s is currently located. Several 
men began meeting for coffee most 
every weekday morning to discuss 
the news of the day and attempt to 
solve the world’s problems. 
As a restaurant would close 

down for good, they would move 
to another, totaling about ten dif-
ferent eating establishments over 

the years, until fi nally moving to 
the Canton Tourism offi ce on the 
Square about a year and a half ago. 
The group, ranging from age sev-

enty to ninety-three, has grown 
to about twenty-fi ve “members” 
over the years, with anywhere 
from about ten to twenty showing 
up on any given morning. Sadly, 
Mr. Lacey passed away about six 
months ago, but the close-knit 
group still continues the camara-
derie and tradition of reminiscing 
about the days of old, and they ex-
pect to be around for many years 
to come. 

By Lori Lycette

Pictured (clockwise, from left) are: Bill Vaughan, Lloyd Spivey, Froggy Hayes, Toxey Hall, 
Charles McLean, John Scanlan, J. B. Love, Henry Rings and Bob Heath.

Photo by Lori Lycette

During a recent City Hall meeting, the City of Canton and the Canton Fire Department pre-
sented Eugene Sims with the Hero Award. The award was given in thanks of Sims’ heroic 
effort to pull a young woman from a burning vehicle in a car crash in Canton.

Special to The Canton News

Sims given Hero Award



Jean Powers has a passion for 
taking something diffi cult and 
making it 
easy for 
others, 
wheth-
er it’s a 
classroom 
learning 
experi-
ence or 
doing a 
yoga pose. 
“When 

I see my 
students 
make progress, or hear joy 
in their voice over no longer 
experiencing daily pain, I know 
I’m right where God wants me 
to be,” said Powers. “The class-
room has always been my mis-
sion fi eld to share the Gospel. I 
want to provide a safe place for 
Christians, as well as nonbe-
lievers, to be able to feel good 
about themselves and to rehab 
injuries.” 
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BIG TAX SALE!  

Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
and Sat: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Like us on Facebook - and on Twitter @bigdaddysinc

Jean Powers
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Canton library offers 
yoga classes for free

Powers adds that her teach-
ing style is personable, con-
versational and steeped in 
easy-to-understand alignment 

principles. 
Powers is a 

certifi ed yoga 
instructor from 
Madison who 
teaches the 
basics of yoga 
from 4-5 p.m. 
on the fi rst Fri-
day of every 

month at the Canton Public 
Library, a program which is 
offered by the library at no 
charge.

By Lori Lycette

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Ninth Grade Academy’s Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) delivered donations that were collected during their canned food drive to Madison 
Countians Allied Against Poverty (MadCAAP) at the end of the year. Students were able 
to work in the food pantry and packed eighty food boxes that were distributed to Madison 
County residents for Christmas. Students and administrators said it was a great experience 
for the students to be able to volunteer and serve others in the community. The club is 
sponsored by Mrs. Teena Ruth.  

Special to The Canton News

Students collect cans for
local Canton residents 
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F R E E  
S E R V I C E S

A service provided by Mississippi Community 
Education Center and Family Resource Center

FamiliesFirstForMS.org

NON-DISCRIMINATORY

Impacting the WHOLE Family

PARENTING | YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | LITERACY
EDUCATION/DIPLOMA | WORKFORCE | JOB READINESS

Stop by our Canton Location 
at 276 Nissan Parkway 

Bldg. B, Ste. 200 & 300,Canton, MS 

Keep Canton Beautiful (KCB) 
is now entering the second year, 
and we have not lost momen-
tum! There is always a project 
to complete or an improvement 
to be made. I hope everyone got 
to see the WLBT coverage of 
the new recycling program that 
KCB started up at Canton High 
School. My hope is that our 
efforts will encourage change… 
I can feel it already happening. 
With over 7,500 pounds of recy-
cled material collected, it’s clear 
that the Canton High Tigers are 
now full-blown recyclers!

By Guest Columnist Joy Dodson, 
Keep Canton Beautiful Director

Autographed books
from your favorite authors ww
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC
LEROY JENNINGS

140 Autobahn Loop, Madison, MS 39110

Main: 601-499-8700
Cell: 601-499-8711

ljennings@machaikmadisonchevy.com
www.machaikmadisonchevy.com

Mid SouthMid South
STORAGE

ATTENTION!

101 AULENBROCK DRIVE CANTON, MS
601-201-3326 | fb.me/midsouthbuildings

We feature Derksen portable buildings with 
no credit check and only the first payment 
down to schedule delivery. 

Spring is around the corner, and 
we already have a new entrance 
gateway to the city planned, an 
outdoor learning area approved 
and ready for construction and 
tons of fl ower bulbs ready to be 
planted here and there. The next 
date to put on your calendar is 
the Great Canton Clean Up, 
which will be Thursday, Febru-
ary 21. This city-wide cleanup 
was widely popular last year 
and collected over twenty-eight 
tons of household garbage from 
all around the city. We will have 
signup sheets and orange tags 
out at the beginning of February. 
Follow our Keep Canton Beau-
tiful Facebook page for details.

Citywide cleanup gaining momentum in Canton

Special to The Canton News

In the January issue of 
The Canton News, we in-
correctly identifi ed Hurs-
tine Watts as Hurstine 
Wells. We apologize for 
this error. 

CORRECTION



Spirituals, Sister Thea Bowman, 
Ashford Sanders, Canton Gospel 

Soul Children, Tony 
Davis and Cynthia 
Goodloe Palmer, to 
name a few.
We salute Ann Reed 

Nichols, Anointed 
Brothers of Christ, 
Ashford Sanders, 
Calvin April, Can-
ton Community Fellowship Choir, 

February is National Black Histo-
ry Month. Therefore, it is appropri-
ate to recognize the large number 
of local, as well as national gospel 

record-
ing art-
ists who 
hail from 
Madison 
County. 
In many 
cases, 
these art-
ists have 
dedicated 
their lives 
to this 

genre of music. We 
salute and honor 

the rich history and legacy of these 
artists. Their music can be heard 
daily on our local station, WMGO 
radio, in addition to radio stations 
throughout the world. Some of 
these artists have received national 
and international acclaim and have 
been featured on national tele-
vision programs, including Rev. 
Cleophus Robinson, The Canton 
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

Desiree Hart

LUNCH | DINNER

1038 E. Peace St. Canton, MS 39046

(601) 407-6217

SF
Party room for any occasion 

seats 40-50 people

Best 

Hamburger

Steak 

In Town

 FULL BAR

Margaritas

& Mixed 

Drinks

Canton Gospel Chorus, Canton 
Gospel Soul Children, Canton 

Southernaires, Claudgea-
na Roberts, Cynthia Allen, 
Cynthia Goodloe Palmer, 
Delores Brown, Desiree 
Hart, Dwayne Watkins, 
Earl Tyler, Eddie Jack-
son, Ed Hightower, Gloria 
Collier, Holy Child Sing-
ers, Lee Starling, Margelet 

Clemons, Minister 
Vorneal Lipsey II, Northside Com-

munity Choir, Rembert Washington 
Memori-
al Cho-
rale, Rev. 
Cleophus 
Robin-
son, Rev. 
Clyde 
Tate, Rev. 
Curtis 
Brown, 
Rev. 
Eugene 
Rivers, 

Rev. Jessie Prim-
er, Sr., Rosie Riv-

ers Veal and Cathy Loach, Sister 
Thea Bowman, Songbirds of the 
South, Thea Bowman Memorial 
Choir, The Canton Spirituals, The 
Four Spirits, the Jackson Family, 
Tony Davis and Young Men of 
Faith.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Palmer is 
an international award-winning 
recording artist and is a three-time 
winner at the Mississippi Gos-
pel Music Awards. She serves as 
the founder of the Canton Gospel 
Music Association.
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Madison County Gospel Music artists recognized

Special to The Canton News

Rev. Cleophus Robinson
(above)

Canton Gospel Soul Children

Ashford Sanders

S
pe

ci
al

 to
 T

he
 C

an
to

n 
N

ew
s

By Guest Columnist                     
Cynthia Goodloe Palmer
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We also represent individuals in claims 
involving the following:

• Employment Discrimination
• Car Accidents        
• Wrongful Death
• Personal Injury
• Premises Liability
• Slip and Fall
• Medical Malpractice
• Truck Accidents

We also represent individuals in claims 

Car Accidents        

368 Highland Colony Parkway
Ridgeland, MS 39157
601-608-8604

Taylor Jones & Associates, PLLC represents small and mid-sized business in a 
wide array of matters including, employment law, contract negotiations, 
contract drafting and disputes, defense of employment and discrimination 
claims, debt collection, defamation, unfair competition, and trademark 
infringement, among other things.

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE  CONSULTATION.

First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

Canton Police Chief Otha Brown presented Bravo Shift Supervisor Offi cer Deonta Young 
with a “Shift of the Year” plaque during the City’s January board meeting. The Bravo Shift 
includes Offi cer Harvey Marcellus, Offi cer Young, Sonya Wright, Ondre Smith, William Hor-
ton, James Jackson, Patrick Shearry and Edgar Esco, and was given this award for their 
hard work and dedication while serving the citizens of Canton for the calendar year 2018. 
Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Les Penn, Offi cer Young, Daphne Johnson-Sims, Mayor 
William Truly and Rodriquez Brown; and back row: Andrew Grant, Fred Esco, Jr., Chief 
Otha Brown and Eric Gilkey.

Special to The Canton News

Canton Police Chief awards 
Bravo “Shift of the Year”



February 7, 2019 12

MagnoliaMagnolia
Woman's Clinic

Dr. Walter R. Wolfe, M.D.
Krestina S. Banck, MSN, FNP-C

163 River Oaks Drive, Suite 204
Canton, MS 39046

Phone: 601-855-4881

Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

• Hormone management
• Yearly physicals w/ cervical 
  cancer screenings
• Management of irregular or 
   heavy periods
• Full OB management

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE ACCEPTED INCLUDING MEDICAID

Special to The Canton News

Valentine’s Day, according to 
Wikipedia, is a world-wide holiday 
to celebrate romantic love. We in 
the United States celebrate this on 

February 14, 
and the most 
typical gifts 
include candy, 
greeting cards, 
fl owers and a 
special dinner. 
These positive 
feelings con-
tributed 19.6 

billion dollars to the American 
economy in 2018. This equates to 
an average of $143.56 spent per 
person, up from $136.57 spent per 
person in 2017.  
Demographics are a big infl u-

encer in valentine purchases, and 
research shows that men normal-
ly spend twice as much as wom-
en. As you might guess, the age 
of a relationship has a direct cor-
relation to the degree of spending 
incurred for Valentine’s Day. The 
2017 Tourism Economic Impact 
Report that was posted in the Jan-

uary/February 2019 issue of the 
Delta Magazine shows that the 
average age of a Mississippi trav-
eler is forty-eight years old, and 
their average household income is 
$71,900. With this type of tourist 
visiting Canton, one can see that 
Canton has the potential to really 
score big around Valentine’s Day. 
Hopefully, we locals will not 

leave all of the spending in Can-
ton to outsiders. If you choose a 
romantic meal with your valentine, 
our Two Rivers Restaurant offers 
your choice of a casual meal in 
the main dining room, celebrating 
with a crowd in the bar or an inti-
mate dinner in the wine room with 
no interruptions. This year, John-
ny Stewart, owner of Two Rivers, 
is offering a limited menu for Val-
entine’s dinner in the old Culinary 
Cowboy Restaurant on February 
14. According to Johnny, only din-
ers with pre-paid reservations will 
be allowed, and all of the items on 
the menu will be the same price. 
The guests who would like to 
drink are welcome to bring their 
own bottle, and the restaurant will 
provide the appropriate glassware, 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy       

Happy Valentine’s Day to Canton, Mississippi
but call early (601-859-9999) for 
your reservations. We have sever-
al other restaurants in the Canton 
area to accommodate a wide vari-
ety of tastes. If you are in a cele-
brating mood, you can fi nd good 
food and a good time in Canton.   
Flower shops begin preparing 

weeks in advance to fi ll and deliv-
er creative orders for Valentine’s 
Day. In Canton, SuPerl’s Florist 
(601-859-3474) has moved east 
of the square into the Canton 
Plaza Shopping Center at 1018 
Peace Street. They have been in 
operation in Canton since 1949. 
Hamlin’s Floral Design (601-859-
8434) has been offering in-town 
and out-of-town deliveries for the 
past forty years. They are located 
at 285 West Peace Street. Fletch-
er’s Flowers (601-859-4713), 
another name that has deep roots 
in Canton, is located on the square 
at 119 North Union, next door to 
Legends of Mississippi Sports 
Bar and Restaurant. All three 
have a wide array of fl oral gifts 
and arrangements to appease both 
young and mature valentines.  
Canton’s gift shops offer can-

dles, jewelry and other typical 
romantic gifts. The gift wrapping, 
offered free of charge by our mer-
chants, adds to the positive appeal 
of whatever you choose for your 
sweetheart. Erin Noble, of Sulm’s 
on the Square and Sulm’s at Merit 
Health, reports that her store at the 
hospital also carries Valentine’s 
candy and custom gift baskets as 
well as fresh fl owers. LaDiDa, 
also located on the Canton Square, 
offers a wide variety of gifts for 
that special lady in your life.  
Canton has many opportunities 

to capitalize on these positive 
romantic emotions! Shop local, 
and allow your local merchants to 
help you show some love to your 
sweetheart.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and is a retired 
Economic Developer with the 
Mississippi Development Authori-
ty. Foy is an active participant in 
the community of Canton. She is a 
member of the Lions Club and on 
the Keep Canton Beautiful Com-
mittee. 

Check Change, 1150 E. Peace Street, Canton MS  39046
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Pink Goes Red affair
The Twenty Pearls of Canton 

Foundation and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, 
Upsilon Upsilon Omega Chapter 
will join the ranks of hundreds of 
chapters across the globe in host-
ing events to 
raise funds for 
the American 
Heart Associa-
tion and bring-
ing awareness 
to heart disease 
in women.
The Upsilon 

Upsilon Ome-
ga Chapter was chartered in 
1998 in Canton. Since that time, 
the chapter has worked to have 
a signifi cant impact on the lives 
of those in the Madison County 
area through its program service 
initiatives in education, fami-
ly, arts, environment and health. 
The chapter is currently under 
the leadership of Dr. Shivochie 
Dinkins.  
Cantonians are ancouraged to 

join the ladies of The Twenty 

Special to The Canton News Pearls of Canton Foundation and 
Upsilon Upsilon Omega Chap-
ter for an elegant evening of en-
tertainment and fun. Tickets are 
$40 and include dinner, complete 
with appetizers and dessert, live 
entertainment, dancing, door 
prizes and a few other surprises. 

The attire is 
semi-formal, 
and ladies are 
encouraged 
to wear a red 
dress, while 
guys are 
asked to wear 
a red tie. All 
proceeds will 

benefi t The American Heart As-
sociation and the Twenty Pearls 
of Canton Foundation’s Commu-
nity programs.
The event will be held on Satur-

day, February 23, from 7 until 11 
p.m. at the Sparkman Auditorium 
at the Mississippi Agricultural 
and Forestry Museum, which is 
located at 1150 Lakeland Drive 
in Jackson.
For more information, contact 

T. Shae Martin at 601-654-4710.

Special to The Canton News

KPNA holds memorial

The Knights of Pillar Nurses’ As-
sociation (KPNA) recently held 
their annual memorial service, at 
which several family members 
of deceased nurses were in atten-
dance. They celebrated the birth 
of Christ by providing Angel Tree 
gifts to a family of four, as well as 
three other individuals at St. Paul 
A.M.E. Zion Church. 
Bertha McGruder gave a short 

history on the Knights of Pillar 
Nurses Association and its origin. 
The group celebrated the life and 

legacy of Joyce Conway Adams, 
who inspired McGruder to begin 
this association. Adams’ daughter, 
Jazmine Adams, and her siblings 
were there to support KPNA. The 
families of Mrs. Essie Horne and 
Mrs. Annie Crowe also attended 
the celebration, just to name a 
few. 
KPNA ended 2018 with a group 

fellowship at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Johnson with food, 
laughter and gift exchanges. The 
group says they are looking for-
ward to an even better and more 
prosperous year in 2019.

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Laura Lacy, Rachiel Johnson, Ruby Johnson, Ermalene 
Guydon, Pearline Hatcher, Katie Hamlin, Sylvia Grant and Bertha McGruder; and back 
row: Helen Owens, Annie Smith, Mary Johnson, Shirley Griffi n, Cassandra Cannon, Net-
tie Travis, Darlene White, Monica Gilkey and Ida Thomas.   

Special to The Canton News

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM
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The Cricket Box Frame Shop 
is closing. The owner is retiring.  
We have been thankful for the 
opportunity to serve our many 
loyal customers and friends over 
the years. 

Please call us at (601)407-2800 
with any questions. 

Thank you for your business!

Canton, Miss

The North Madison County Economic Development Council (NMED) recently held a board 
appreciation luncheon for its inaugural membership. NMED is a non-profi t, 501(c)(3) or-
ganization with a mission to create economic development, improved housing, workforce 
training and other community related services for constituents in Madison County, District 
5. Each member’s personal donations were used to create the board, which has provided 
numerous services such as community forums, small business seminars, presentations to 
civic groups and fi nancial workshops. It also serves as an advisory board to the Madison 
County Board of Supervisors’ Sulphur Springs Healthplex in Camden. Pictured (l to r) are, 
front row: Dr. Pollia F. Griffi n, Dr. Pallascene Bright Cole and Earnestine Bilbrew; and back 
row: Doris Sutherland, Dr. Mary Sims-Johnson and Ed Hightower. Not pictured: Diane 
Shaw Day and Willie Cline.

Special to The Canton News

Awards luncheon held for 
the NMED board members

Staff Sergeant Munro and Sergeant Tassara of the United States Marine Corp, along with 
Canton Academy graduate Keaton Permenter (Class of 2018), spoke to the eleventh and 
twelfth graders about the benefi ts of joining the Marines. 

Special to The Canton News

Marines speak to Canton 
Academy upperclassmen
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leaders to strengthen workforce 
training and development in order 
to meet the economic develop-

ment needs of our community,” 
said Joseph P. Deason, Executive 
Director of MCEDA. “This certifi -

The Madison County Economic 
Development Authority (MCEDA) 
announced that Madison County 
has met all criteria to become a 
certifi ed ACT Work Ready Com-
munity. This achievement caps 
the two-year engagement process 
and begins a two-year growth and 
maintenance phase to retain certi-
fi cation. 
 The ACT Work Ready Commu-

nities initiative is designed to assist 
a particular area, region or state 
in developing its workforce pipe-
line to provide skilled workers for 
employers. The framework allows 
each participating community to 
quantify and improve the skill 
levels of its workforce through a 
standardized workforce skill cre-
dential, the ACT WorkKeys® 
National Career Readiness Certif-
icate™, supported by data updated 
online by ACT on a monthly basis.
“We are proud of Madison Coun-

ty’s designation as a Work Ready 
Community, which recognizes 
successful efforts by the com-
munity, education and business 

cation proves that Madison Coun-
ty citizens are highly-educated 
and skilled across all industry seg-

ments.”
 The initiative was led by the 

Madison County Economic Devel-

opment Authority and Holmes 
Community College, along with 
the Madison County Business 
League and Foundation, Madi-
son County Community Trust, 
WIN Job Center, Madison County 
Public School District and Can-
ton Public School District. Each 
entity played an important role by 
promoting the initiative, investing 
in testing and paving the way for 
Madison County’s emerging, cur-
rent and transitioning workforce 
to be identifi ed in the local talent 
pipeline.
“I am proud that Madison Coun-

ty has chosen to pursue the Work 
Ready Community initiative, and 
I am happy that Holmes Commu-
nity College could partner with 
the county and assist in reaching 
the goals to become Work Ready,” 
said Dr. Mike Blankenship, Vice 
President of Workforce Devel-
opment at Holmes Community 
College. “This will position Mad-
ison County to better compete for 
important economic development 
projects and create opportunities 
for our county citizens to have 
the best quality of life possible.”

County meets ACT Work Ready certifi cation
Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Canton Parks and Recreation
Youth Basketball Registraiton Open
Canton Parks and Recreation
Youth Basketball Registraiton OpenYouth Basketball Registraiton OpenYouth Basketball Registraiton OpenYouth Basketball Registraiton Open
Canton Parks and Recreation
Youth Basketball Registraiton Open

Divisions for ages 5-16Divisions for ages 5-16Divisions for ages 5-16Divisions for ages 5-16

** Volunteer Coaches Needed**

For more information contact Parks and Recreation
at 601-859-4358
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                   CANTON

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

"ONE STOP SHOP" FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

ATVs

Bedroom suites starting at $499

Dining room sets starting at $199

636 E. Peace St. | Canton, MS 39046 |  601-391-3641

Cell phone
accessories starting at $9.99

Unlimited talk 
and text starting
 at $20 a month/
No credit check 

or contract.

Wigs starting at $9.99
Brazilian bundles, crocheted hair, and more

3 room special starting at $999 (See store for details)

Special to The Canton News

Make Your Business Insurance
Our Business

Your business represents a big  nancial investment, 
but who knows what can happen on any given day? 
Let us provide the coverage you need to prepare and 

protect your business against the unexpected. 


